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INTRODUCTORY LETTER. _
.- 3
surprised to find, that most of the matt
to 1ts history, resources, &c. which I p
communicate as new, is already on receiu,
fform which I have no expectation of equallinj
in the various reports of Messrs. Crow, Setor
and Ellis, and also in Pottinger’s Travels i
Belochistan.

Under these circumstances, I fear thatlittlemore
remains for me, than to give a mere personal nar-
rative of my proceedings. But, even in pursuing
this apparently easy courseg I shall encounter
some difficulty. An official form is certainly not
the best suited for detailing the impressions made
upon my mind, by the scenes through which I
passed ; nor ought these probably to constitute
the subject of the following pages. Still, as go-
vernment, by their letter of the 23d April last,
have left the nature of my report in a great mea-
sure to myself, I must rely on the kind consider-
ation of the Honourable the Governor, to pardon
the introduction of matter, which, although un-
necessary in a public point of view, may not, I
hope, be devoid of interest to himself and his
colleagues.

I have the honour to be, &c.

James Burnes, M. D.
Residency Surgeon.



PRET ACE

NsE follon1ng parratn € which conssts amply
of an O il peport on Country tilt of late years

ablic
T\ hen the anthor ndulged 10 the speculation®
which will be found 10 this volume, he hittle fore-
saw that 18 nst t0 Sinde would be sollowed b
guch a tran of stirnng & ents 1M reference 10
Indus, 28 the couree of ten years has developed
In 18%%L the miver wos cuccessfully pavigated
from the Ocean to Lahore by s Trother s~
dunog o 3 and 4 negotiations were m PF
gress and treatics entered snto wit the Amed!
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whicl would be implicitly believed, and the affair
would then probably end in his being circumecis-
ed 1" This is one out of a hundred instances
which T witnessed, and these cruelties were of
daily occurrence, as the officers of the mission
can testify.  Oa anether oceasion, in cross-
questioning a Mussulman respecting the popula-
tion of a town, I asked if the number he men-
tioned comprised both sects, to which he answer-
ed, * Who counts the Hindoo dogs, they are
neither inclnded nor consigyred 2 In fuct, there
ean, I am afraid, be no reason to question the
opinions loug azo expressed by the late Captain
MQlurdo, that the Mahommedans of Sinde are
the most bigotted, self-sufficient, and ignorant
people upon earth.

The Ameers of Sinde are less sunk in sen-
suality and indulgence than Mahommedan princes
in general.  They seem to be men of too proud
aud ambitions a turn of character to be much in-
fluenced by the allurements of pleasure, or it is
more probable that these have already palled upon
their taste. Mounrad Ali asked me, on one occa-
sion, whether I had auy objection to his taking
daroo, a word which I understood in its usual
aceeptation of ardent spirits; and I was proceed-
ing to explain that it would be better to avoid all
stimulants, and particularly wine, for the present,
when he abruptly interrupted me. by begging that
I would not use the name of the forbidden juice
of the grape in the presence of a true believer.
I found afterwards that his Highoess only meant
a'pomegranate ; and although this anecdote may
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give an impression of display before a large assem
bly, <tull T believe 1t 13 well ascertamned that the
Ameers never 1ndulge 1 1ntoxicating drugs or
hquers They have beer known to dismiss per
sons with di grace from their presence, who have
appeared before them redolent of wine, and Ba
hadoor Khan Cokur, a Beloche chief of high birth,
1n the service of Meer Mourad Al Khan, wagsus
pended from Ins employments for a considerable
time from having been once seen 1 a state of
mtoxication  The Agyeers unmiversally objected
to tahe medicine 1 R <hape of tinctures, from
the spinits they contained  Lhere 15 not a hookah
to be <een at their court, nor do any of the familv
ever eat opium It were to be hoped, that this
temperance on the part of the rulers had had a
proportionate effect on théir subjects, but expe-
nence obliges me to declare, that most of the <ol
diery, and many of the courtiers, are add:cted to
every <pecies of mdulgence that can esther ener-
vate the mnd or debibitate the body  The eat
ng of opium 13 as common 1n Smde as 1 Cutch,
and I found no pre ent more acceptable than a
few bottles of brandy, and no annoyance more
Terable than mcessant indirect applications to
repair the ravages of unlawful diease, or to re-
new the powers wasted 1 luxury and debauch
The Ameers commence busimess about two
hours before day break, when each holds a private
levee, to Iisten to complants and adjust the affars
relative to hus peculiar province It is on this
occasion only that they wear turbans. About
unfise they repair to their apartments to dress,
¥
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and appear shortly afterwards in durbar, where
the whole family regularly assemble, and where
all state procecdings are transacted.  The letters
which have arrived during the night or preceding
day, are then thrown before them in a heap, and
the time is pussed in reading, or giving orders re-
garding them, and in conversation, till ten or
eleven o'clock, when they withdraw to their morn-
ingr repast. At two o'clock they again show them-
selves abroad, and rcm'nn together till dark, when
they separate for the nj ut to their respective
places of abode. My visits were always during
the public durbars; nor had I, on any occasion,
an opportunity of conversing privately with any
one of the principal chiefs. On retiring to their
residences, the younger princes held separate
leyvees of their own, where every thing formed a
contrast to the stately ceremonial of the elder
Ameers,  There all restraint was thrown aside;
and we visited the stables, saw boar-baiting, fen-
cing, ball practice, wrestling, and many other
apccxea of amusement.

During the lifetime of Meer Futteh Ali Khan,
and while the convulsions by which the fdmxly
grained the supreme power were recent, extraordi-
nary precautxons were talken to prevent treachery
or combinations against themselves. The four
brothers used to eat together, and sleep in one
chamber, which was lighted only at the door-way,
while numbers of saddled horses and attendants
were lept ready for any emergency. The con-
tinued tranquillity of Sinde for the last thirty
years has at length lulled its rulers into confi.



COURT OF SINDE 83

dence, but their vimlance 15 still such as m a
great measure to bid deflance to conspiracy Lhey
do not now, s formerly, dine and repose in the
same room, but they all pass the mght in halls
outsile of their apartments, with their arms by
thewr sides, and watched by trusty retamers

“Their distrust ¢f each other 15 one of the most
singular features in their character I have al
ready mentioned, that Meer Mourad Alis illness
had confined them all within the fortress of Hy
deribad for many moﬁls , and when they proceed
on their hunting exc®s1ons, they are too cautious
to leave any one of their number behind  Ttwas
merely by lingering a few miles in rear of therest
that Meer Sobdar Jhan found means to escape to
Islamkote, and there rase his rebellion  Tower,
under <uch a system of suspicion and alarm, 1s
scarcely to be envied , and I gave Meer Mourad
Al Lhan credst for the justice of 1 sentiment he
once feelingly expressed to me, and which he had
copied, no doubt, fiom some Persian author,—
that there 1s a heavy load, like lead, on the head
of princes, the full musery of which none but
princes can appreciate, = fair confession, that
Ins wwas any thing but a bed of roses

In thewr manners at the durbar, the Ameers
were courteous but, for the most part, haughty
and reserved, nothing appronching to famiharity
appeared to exist between them and therr most
fivoured servants VWhen 2 chair was bronght
1 for me, two conches were 1t the s1me time
troduced, one of wlich was occupred by the prin
opnl cluefs, and the other by the young princes
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AN the eourtiers and attendant~ sat at it respeet-
ful di~tanece on the loor, or ctood outide: and 1
never, onoany occidon, except onee or twiee,
when Meer Ivmael Shaly and some favourite peer-
zadue, or deseendints of saints, were wllowed the
honour, observed even their bmlu~~t oflicers per-
mitted to rit on the same elevation with them-
selves, The Mwmeers gonerally came into their
Jevee together, and left it at the same moment,
Dhuring my stay at Hyderabad, all the darbars
were held in Meer Mour ',Ali' aparfments, on
account of his illness s B it §s eustomary for
them to meet nlternately at cach others residences.
I have already, in downbm" my first inter-
view, alluded to thvn' dresses, .mrl the general
style of their court. With the exeeption of the
Cashmere rhawls, and the loongies or. sashes of
+ilk and gold, which I formerly mentioned, and
which are made at Tatta, the cloths worn were
generally of Fanglish manufacture. As the cold
geavon advanced, and they were obliged to Iay
aside the muslin tunies, their Ihghr10>~cs: used to
appear in robes or cloaks, made of the most valu-
able dexeription of Cashmere shawls, gorgeously
embroidered with gold lace, and ]mod with the
black fur of Candabar.  On other oce asions, their
apparel con<isted of European damask silk, or
satin lined with some warmer material, and quilt-
ed with eotton, o ax to he nearly impenetrable to
a sword or a dageer. One of the best-dressed men
at their court, their uncle, Meer Mahmood Ihan,
a particularly handzome old man, wore a surcoat
of flowered pink satin,  JMeers IXurm Ali Khan
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and Nuseer Khan vere differently atured almast
every morning, and I have often recogmzed a
favourte servant clothed n the habihments they
had worn a faw days previoudy

Bnt of all the things w hich are caleulnted to en-
gage the attenhion of o stranger on visiting the
court of Sinde, none will excate s surprise more,
or s really more worthy of observation, than the
bralhant collection of jewels and armour 1n pos-
sesnion of the Ameers. A great part of thewr
mmmense treasure c(qmts w rubies, dramonds,
pearls, and emeralds, Wath which thewr daggers,
swords, and matchlocks are adorned, and many of
which they wear as tings and clasps on different
parts of thexr dresses  They have stil a0 thewr
possession the emerald alluded to by Colonel
h e et

= netopmes Hmoohthat

w hich was cut in the shape of a parroquet, aslarge
asbfe The fallof the Cabnd monarchy has reduced
to wdigence and ruin most of the princes and
nobility of that kangdom and has forced them to
part with ornaments of great valie, many of wiich
have heen bought up, at low prices, by persons
sent by the Amcers to tabe advantage of ther
necessities  Merchants, with precions stores, are
encouraged to visit Sinde from all parts of Amae,
in concequence of the ready marhet they meet
with at the capital for thesr valuables, and one
or two Persian goldsnuths are engaged at court,
whete they work m enamel, and contnive ex-
yedients to dieplay the yewellery of thesr masters
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prines, and depewt entirely an the Ameers for
their rank and situation in soriety.  OF them it
e unaeeceary to gy mach, They do not carry
vith them to their vwn houses that neatuess of
dress wud recpeetability of deportment, which are
ervacted fom them at the durbar; and as they
are getvrally extremely poor, (the whole wealth
of the countey betng ehielly in the hands of the
rulers,§ ey huee mo means of making display.
The favonrites of the Ameers may e distinguich-
b by woldanounted swolly which are the highest
botorary di-tinetions coared by the Hyderabad
dirbar, 1t i= eontrary to the usage of the court
o wear sdearme arnamented with any of the
prsinas metale, not presented by their High-
neeee- o and as they are rather sparing in their
fav onre, the honor s much apprevinted. Yor very
high «ervives, the Awmeers rometimes, though
varely, ive one of their valuable blades adorned
with diamends,

It waould be in viin to expect independence of
focling where all are really o dependent.  The
Sinde Courtiers ean only retain their places by

s B, The besl fo oxtremely shert. The muzrle abruptly
- ated w b ahiidie o dive of the wne eolonr encireling the
vue The Lo, vl hoare mfureaty, sndoseur in the made only,
New vorpe ¢ 1 der than thase of thavommon avicemthe Prow and
Yoz antler Feiug aunply short provesess, or mther s, The
try of the Pards isa cuntailed bask, followed by a whine recem-
Ping that wf the dar. Thew animeds are wsoolly found among
Loessy an ¥ tansded grass junglet alang the banks of rivers, where
s ramare tate i sl troape, Tleing of an excatdingly itascis
11ahn § prion i tuen, thed are Lept by the Rao of Cuteh for pub-
£~ exhibitions, and ate then pitted Bhe rams, their lorns and faces
Jasin s fissd Leen bosmeared nith the red powder called Sendeor. |
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the Shah Nameh, there was on¢ of Tus own com
0511101, together with a stanzd from the pen of
Wullee ‘Mahommed Khan Meer Nusceer Khan
resented me W jth one on which were 1nseribed
sic hines wtten by Tumself for the occaston, and
where my oW pame 18 introduced
f he snords do not appear heavier than ouf
common Tnglhsh sabres, but they are Aifferently
palanced, and { have seen OUe of the young

1 went to Hy deraba Our Langhsh cutlery,
whach 18 80 genem\ly esteemed throughout Lo
TOpe, has hittle yalue M the estimation © the
‘Ameers 'They had meier heard of 2 sword from
Great Brtai of any price» and 1 ransed therr
cunosity to the utmost py mnforming them tht
tus Majesty had lately presented one of s gred
Jords (the Tuke of orthumbeﬂand,) on s re
turn from 2 comphmentary embassys with on
worth a lac of rupees |

They <eemed to be fully censible, howevers (
the superionty of our gun Jochs & 1 mber
which they entreated me 10 beg the goverome
to procure for them 1 san several expenst
and highly Gmshed fire-arms which had been P
egnted to them from time t0 fyme, by 0UF au
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had yet occurred of our having had to contend
with oneé where prince and subjects were united
m a common cause. 'The Ameers, no doubt, in-
dulged the llusion, that their's was the happy
principality which would, with one accord, resist
a hostile invader ; but I referred them to the his-
tory of all the conquests of Hindoostan, whether
the courtiers had not invariably deserted their
sovereign when he was likely to be unfortunate.*
To the Burmese war they also once alluded, and
remarked that many of (g:. troops had perished
in that struggle; to whi®*( replied, that it had
been by the climate, and added, what they either
did not know, or were unwilling to allow, that
the peace had been brought about by the cession
of Jarge tracts of country, and a considerable pay-
ment in money.

But no topic was so interesting to the Ameers
as that of Cutch; to which they repeatedly re-
ferred, and respecting which they made the most
minute inquiries. They all spoke of it as a pro-
vince which would make the best hunting-forest
in the world, and requested me frequently to de-
~cribe the mode of sport, and particularly hog-

1 v« iing, followed by English gentlemen in that
country. Their admiration was at its height when
I informed them, that in a single district above

= « But what contributed most to weigh down the scale of
conquest was the degeneracy of the Patans, effeminated by
and dead to all principles of virtue and honour, whm_h
factions and civil discord had wholly effaced; it
no infamy to betray, no breach
dal to change paities.” —FEr-

luxury,
their corrupt
being now no shame to fly,

of honour to murder, and no scan
ISTITA.
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xty wiid hogs had been Lalled by @ sroalt party
f officers, of which 1 was one, 1% the course ofa
ob

mout day they erv as the £0°
ernmoent ‘)mbab\) req\mm\ at otber stations the
troops COMPO* ng the Bhooy bngacs y wou
«on Cutct forus ® m fi thousand
Beloches, a3 en of friendshup » roposa
which, 1 Jieve, W have beed m\\mcated
naletter through had 1 not d marke
ndifference concerning ¥

1 hey often desc on the Queadvantages we
ad suffered by tahinh retched country
Jato our hands which €0t us han 1t PrO-
dueed , @ told e once 1! § govern-
ment would transfer the <overeix therm,
they would Pr \de the secu? o nchest
merchants for e regmiar P tnbute
equal to the pres 3t ubud 1 had the curioaty 0
em\mreh ald pr tby ge
ment, even Mt prac scables nd foun! 1t to
be their oprBi® the revenu€ pezzied

by the msters of the 1ao On mY as<uning
them that there was really very uttle wealth 0
b

ex!
veaml £0 mtere:ted, 1 entered nto a2 explan
ation With them {0 £ T L we tad for
treatiess W h, whether smjarions ot, W€
were bonnd by honout aintaid » nd €0r
n ed them, pethaps Y addings t 0
waste 08T blood and treasure as 1eadiy m th

Jefence of Cutels 23 of the nehest and most Pr°
ductive of 087 domunion®
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Regarding the war between Russia and Persia,
am? even t'be capture of Tabreez,-intelligence of
which arrived when I was at Hyderabad, they
expressed no concern. The Sikh, as they termed
Runjeet Sing, they generally spoke of disrespect-
fully, and once mentioned to me, in an indignant
manner, that he would not allow one of the faith-
ful to approach within several feet of him. With
respect to the affairs of the Punjab, Meer Mourad
Ali Khan asked me whether our government did
not supply money to Sey: Ahmed Shah, who is
now carrying on the Mahdtimedan crusade against
the Sikhs: I expressed my wonder that any per-
son could form such an idea, since it was notorious
that the Seyud was fighting solely for the faith ;
but my answer did not seem to convince them,
as they remarked, that though the Bombay go-
vernment, whose servant I was, knew nothing
of the matter, it was probably very well under-

stood at Bengal.
Of His Majesty and the royal family, and many

other circumstances connected with England, they
spoke with a Inowledge which surprised me,
once observed, that English sailors and Be-
soldiers were the best in the world. They-

o the character and fall of the Emperor Na-
poleon, but were ignorant of his death. 'Of vac-
cine inoculation they bad heard by report; and
when 1 explained its advantages, they declared
their intention of establishing 1t 1n Sinde, and
requested me to assist them with the means of
doing so. Among other subjects I told them of
the grand discovery of steam-engines ; but in this,
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Regarding the war between Russia and Persia,
and even the capture of Tabreez,~intelligence of
which arrived when I was at Hyderabad, they
expressed no concern. The Sikh, as they termed
Runjeet Sing, they generally spoke of disrespect-
fully, and once mentioned to me, in an indignant
manner, that he would not allow one of the faith-
ful to approach within several feet of him. With
respect to the affairs of the Punjab, Meer Mourad
Al Khan asked me whether our government did
not supply money to Seyg, Ahmed Shah, who is
now carrying on the Mahd¥imedan crusade against
the Sikhs: I expressed my wonder that any per-
son could form such an idea, since it was notorious
that the Seyud was fighting solely for the faith ;
but my answer did not seem to convince them,
as they remarked, that though the Bombay go-
vernment, whose servant I was, knew nothing
of the matter, it was probably very well under-
stood at Bengal.

Of His Majesty and the royal family, and many
other circumstances connected with Iingland, they
spoke with a knowledge which surprised me,
and once observed, that English sailors and Be-
loche soldiers were the best in the world. They"
knew the character and fall of the Emperor Na-
poleon, but were ignorant of his death. 'Of vac-
cine inoculation they had heard by report; and
when 1 explained its advantages, they declared
their intention of establishing it in Sinde, and
requested me to assist them with the means of
doing so. Among other subjects I told them of
the grand discovery of steam-engines ; but in this,
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the remainder of the interview, and I nnderstond
afterwards, from some persons who remained be-
hind me at the levee, that they again reverted to
the subject of the map, without concealing their
chagrin and vexation that the Feringees knew
every thing.

In the preceding paragraphs I have endeavour-
ed to give some idea of the manners and habits of
the Ameers of Sinde, while they are resident at
their capital. Once or twice 2 month, when they
are all in good health, gRy pay visits to their
different shikaragahs, org;\"fserves for game; and
as they are attended, on these occasions, by large
retinues, and never previously announce in which
direction they mean to travel, they thus combine,
with a passion for the chace, a species of policy
which enables them to keep their several districts
in awe. They take the ficld with hawks, dogs,
&ec., but their mode of killing game would have
little charms for an ISuropean sportsman. They
never expose themselves to the sun, but remain
comfortably seated in a house till the deer or hog
is forced to come before them to a small tank or
well to drink, when they shoot him deliberately,
and receive the acclamations of their fullowers.

The shikargahs are large tracts of juuple so
carefully inclosed as to prevent the egress of all
guadrupeds ; and when their Highnesses proceed
to them, all the wells, except the one in {ront of
their tents or bungalows, are closed np, and the
game is hunted il dire necessity obliges it to
seek for water, at the risk of life, in the manner
above alluded to. Sometimes they station them-
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sporting excursion which does not cost them the
lives of two or three of their subjects, either from
false aiming on their own part, or the fury of
boars, &c. driven desperate.¥ Most of the gran-
dees in Sinde, when they appear in public, are at-
tended by their bazbans or faleoners, with hawks,
some of which are of great value. I saw a bird
which had cost Meer Kurm Ali Xhan two thou-
sand rupees ; and his Highness presented me with
one of a scarcely inferior price. The best are, I
understand, brought fm}.’l’urkistan, and the
northern parts of Cabul%e~] was very forcibly
struck with the exquisitely embroidered hawking
gloves of the Ameers, which are made of the skin
of -one of their favorite game animals, the Sam-
bur (cervus Aristotelis)t ornamented with gold
thread.

® As the rulers of Sinde are not particular in their wode
of firing, it frequently occurs that horses, men, and camels are
included in the list of killed and wounded.

The poor people are not permitted to enter the preserves, and
I was informed that if caught in the act of shooting game cven
jn their vicinity, they bave not unfrequently been punished by
death.—Carr. DerHoste’s M. S, Journal.

1 For the following deseription of the Sambur, and Kota Pacha
the author is indebted to his esteemed friend, Captain W. C,
Harris.

¢« The Samburis the largest of the deertribe in Asia,a full grown
stag frequentlyattaining the heightof sixteen handsat the shoulder,
The colour, with the esception of a white under-lip, and a pale
vellow dise round the eye, is tan below, and of an uniform dull
brown above, varying to slate colour in some specimens, and exen
ahinost verging upon black, The hair is coarse, resembling split
whalebone in its texture, and encreasing in length about the neek
and shoulders so as to form a long shagey mane, susceptible of
being fully erccted when tho animal is excited, at which perjod«
both the suborbital cavities, and the nostrils, are dilated to their
utmost extent. These peeuliarities, added to an incessant stamp-
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In Sinde, as 1n all oriental countries, the cour-
tiers exist only m the presence and favour of the

.

mechant  The antlers, which are umformly cast in the moath of
Aprl, (the time at which the rutting season commences) and re«
produced duning the rams pugment progressively 1o volume with
the aga of the ammal, until they attain an enormous size  They
stand wpon a short and kroad pedicle, and consist of a round
rugous beam, with a pondercgs brow and bez antler—the burr
beirg pearled and very jrofilnt The female resembles the
male 1n shape and colour, b on & smaller scale, and has no
horns  She producds one or two at a burth

“ The apple of the trec called by the natives of Indi mendhole,
constitutes the favounte fool of the Sambur, and 1t 18 attached
also to all butter forest frmts Its ery or bell 13 a shall pipe,
resembling wired music, or the sound produced by striking a gong
with great violence The ammal, when alarmed, also emits a
sound whieh 1n the jungles might often be mustalken for the rum-
bling of dstant thunder At these times, the whole of (he’hmr

tus chosen hauats, in the heart of the most dense and unfre-
quented forests, he looks down with contempt upon b s pursuers
from the rocky pmnacles of the mountain, whose rugged sudes he
‘has traversed with the greatest faciity —A § Sporfing Journal,
¥ W C Hagris

“ The brown Porcine axis the Jota pacha or Parah of the
Sinduns, aitairs the height of two feet at the shoulder, and
is somewbat Fiher at the eroup The legs are short, anl the
contour exveed n ly robust, and destitute of grace  The general
colour is » deep Hlack brown, marked Witk a hno (ot two) of
white epots on either side of the spine, which, however, disap~
pear altogethor as the ammal advances in age The scut 13

[
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prince, and depend entirely on the Ameers for
their rank and situation in society. Of them it
is unnecessary to say much. They do not carry
with them to their own houses that neatness of
dress and respectability of deportment, which are
exacted from them at the durbar; and as they
are generally extremely poor, (the whole wealth
of the country being chiefly in the hands of the
rulers,) they have no means of making display.
The favourites of the Ameers may be distinguish-
ed by gold-mounted swo@ which are the highest
honorary distinctions cofdrred by the Hyderabad
durbar. It is contrary to the usage of the court
to wear side-arms ornamented with any of the
precious metals, not presented by their High-
nesses ; and as they are rather sparing in their
favours, the honor is much appreciated. For very
high services, the Ameers sometimes, though
rarely, give one of their valuable blades adorned
with diamonds.

It would be in vain to expect independence of
feeling-where all are really so dependent. The
Sinde Courtiers can only retain their places by

white. The head is extremely short. The muzzle abruptly
pointed and whitish—a disc of the .same colour encircling the
eye. The horns, which are infurcate, and occur in the male only,
are more slender than those of the'common axis—the brow and
bez antler being simply short processes, or rather snags. The
cry of the Parah is a curtailed bark, followed by a whine resem-
bling that of the dog. These animals are usvally found among
heavy and tangled grass jungles along the banhs of rivers, _whex:e
they congregate in small troops. Being of an exceedingly irasci-
bleand pugnacious turn, they are kept by the Rao of Cuteh for pub-
lic exhibitions, and are then pitted Iike rams, their horns and faces
having first been besmeared with the red powder called Sendoor, .
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government, and have palanquins and bearers
maintained for them ; an honour which they share
unrivalled by any other subject in the country.
The Nuwab, Wullee Mahommed Khan Lag-
haree, is by the Ameers themselves termed the
vizier of Sinde, and, next to the principal mem-
bers of the Talpoor family, must be considered
the most important personage under their govern-
ment. Being himself the head of a powerful
Beloche tribe, which contributed in the field to
the elevation of the pregf ¥ rulers, he has ever
since been their faithfulgnd able servant, and
seems to enjoy not only the entire confidence of
his masters, but, what is rare indeed in a despotic
government, the esteem and respect of the people.
He is the adviser of the Ameers in the manage-
ment of the internal affairs of the state; and, by
his adroitness and mild demeanour, has it often in
his power, and seldomloses an opportunity, toavert
or mitigate the effects of those shocks of tyranny
and oppression which emanate from their durbar.
A sincere regard for the interest of his masters
has taught this old and respectable individual
the necessity of maintaining a friendly intercourse
with the British government; and it is to his ad-
vice I owe not only my visit to Sinde, but the
wish of the Ameers to detain me. Wullee Ma-
hommed Khan must have attained the age of
seventy ; and it is to be feared, therefore, that
death may soon deprive the Ameers of their best
servant, and the people of Sinde of their kindest
protector. His son, Ahmed Khan, a dissipated
young man, about thirty years of age, possesses
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river, the soilis saline, and grain is less cultivated,
but a superior species of grass is produced, besides
various sorts of herbage for the pasturage of
camgls, horses, and oxen, of which last, the num-
ber is so great, that even the peasantry possess
extensive herds. A traveller may journey for
days in the eastern parts of Sinde withont meet-
ing with a single rock or stone, but iron ore is
abundant near Tatta, and large quantities of salt
are produced on the Sindian shores. There are
also numerous saltpetregfypunds in the country,
from which, for many y @ excellent gunpowder
is said to have been manufactured ; and several
mineral springs of reputed virtue.

In the same manner that the alluvial plains of
Egypt, Bengal, and Mesopotamia, have been
formed by deposits from the great rivers which
pass through them to the sea, so also has that
of Sinde been produced by the Indus; the sedi-
ment suspended in the waters of this river,
though in the present day singularly small in
quantity, being identical with the superficial for-
mation which constitutes not only the Delta, but
almost every other part of the country.* It con-

* On this subject, the scientific and intelligent ofticer, to
whom I am indebted for these Geological observations, makesthe
following remarks :—¢¢ But we are not warranted in deciding
from the feeble action of deposit at the present day, that such
extensive alluvial depositions have been created by rivers in the
condition in which they are now observed. The amount of de-
posit formed by the Indus must be very small, as the quantity of
.mud suspended in its waters is limited ; besides, the action of
{his river is not confined to carrying down mud from the upper
to the lower part of its course ; for in the branches of tz)e Delta,
the waters of the river contain much less mud than exist in the
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to the British interest. Meer Ismail Shah is a
man of respectable appearance and good address,
about fifty years of age, has the silly vanity to
pretend ignorance of the common language of
Sinde, and never speaks, or allows himself to be
addressed in any other language than Persian.
He has been occasionally employed at the court
of Cabul, where he informed me he was envoy
at the period of Mr. Elphinstone’s mission ; and
he is no doubt thoroughly skilled in the system of
intrigue and chicanery, i}quisite in an Asiatic
cabinet. He has several Sons holding important
situations under the government, one of whom
was lately at Bombay as vakeel, and another is
the representative of the Ameers at Shikarpoor.
He himself receives a monthly salary of eleven
hundred rupees as physician, which is the best
paid appointment at Hyderabad, but his preserip-
tions are little attended to by the Ameers.

A spirit of rivalry may naturally be supposed
to exist between the two great officers of Sinde
durbar; and this is not confined merely to at-
tempts to supplant each other in the favour of
their masters, but extends to particulars which
“would excite a smile among European politicians.

"oy are envious of each other’s fame as men of

ce, and especially as physicians. Both are

ors, and exceedingly vain of their own pro-
ductions ; and without deciding here on their re-
spective merits, on which I always evaded giving
an opinion to themselves, I may observe that the
Ameers have shown a correct discrimination of
character, in awarding to Ismail Shah the emolu-
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that it will end like many schemes of the kind re-
lated in history, and be at length turned by some
fortunate adventurer against themselves or their
family ; ¢ an event,” as Hume says, “ which
naturally attends the policy of amassing trea-
sures.”

Moonshee Khoosheeram is a Hindoo, who re-
ceives one hundred rupees per month as chief
secretary. He has no influence ; and Meer Mou-
rad Ali Khan has been known occasionally to
stimulate him to his du@y the gracious epithet
of Qoormsak, or scoundrer; in open durbar; but
all public letters are written by him, and to him
is to be partly attributed the ungracious style of
some of these communications; for I observed,
that notes sent to me by order of the Ameers,
when he was absent, were much more courteous-
Iy worded than those dictated by himself. IHow-
ever sparing their Highnesses may be of civility
in their written communications to others, they
are most particular in exacting it for themselves;
and, while on this subject, it may he worth men-
tioning, as a trait of their characters, that I was
in the durbar when the letters from the Honour-
able Mr. Elphinstone and Sir John Malcolm, an-
nouncing the change of government at Bombay,
were presented to them by the native agent.
Every word in the titles and compliments was
carefully weighed and scrutinized; and I was
much amused to observe Meer Mourad Ali Khan
point out to his brother some expression which
he amagined was less respectful in the one signed.

by Sir John, than in the other.
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river, the soil is saline, and grain is less cultivated,
but.a superior species of grass is produced, besides
various sorts of herbage for the pasturage of
camels, horses, and oxen, of which last, the num-
ber is so great, that even the peasantry possess
extensive herds. A traveller may journey for
days in the eastern parts of Sinde without meet-
ing with a single rock or stone, but iron ore is
abundant near Tatta, and large quantities of salt
are produced on the Sindian shores. There are
also numerous saltpetr “punds in the country,
from which, for many yq, excellent gunpowder
is said to have been manufactured ; and several
mineral springs of reputed virtue.

In the same manner that the alluvial plains of
LEgypt, Bengal, and Mesopotamia, have been
formed by deposits from the great rivers which
pass through them to the sea, so also has that
of Sinde been produced by the Indus; the sedi-
ment suspended in the waters of this river,
though in the present day singularly small in
quantity, being identical with the superficial for-
mation which constitutes not only the Delta, but
almost every other part of the country.® It con-

* On this subject, the scientific and intelligent officer, to
whom I am indebted for theze Geological observations, makes the
following remarks :—¢¢ But we are not warranted in deciding
from the feeble action of deposit at the present day, that such
extensive alluvial depositions have been created by rivers in the
condition in which they are now observed. The amount of de-
posit formed by the Indus must be very smali, as the quantity of
mud suspended in its waters is limited ; besides, the action of
this river is not confined to carrying down mud from the upper
to the Yower part of its course ; for in the branches of the Delta,
the waters of the river contain much less mud than exist in the
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the bank of the river, but is elevated into a chain
of sandstone hills, from two to three hundred feet
in height, which runs for about thirty miles nearly
parallel to the right bank, as far as the village of
Raja-jo-got, above the town of Jerk, and per-
forms the important office of preventing frequent
changes in the channel. The rock underlying
the alluvial soil, which is first seen here, consists
of a clayey sandstone, very deeply coloured with
iron, and presenting the varied hues of red, green,
and white, which mark $ > description called the
. , ex . .
variegated, or new redl “adstone. Its inferior
portion almost partakes of the consistence of clay,
but the summit is a hard sandstone, which assumes
the horizontal position, imparting to the hills,
which it surmounts, a tabular form, while those
which have been deprived of it by the action of
the atmosphere, and display only the softer mate-
rial, are usually of a round or conical figure. The
rock contains abundance of fossil shells embedded.
The superior stratum is perforated by cylindrical
cavities, caused by some lithodomus mollusca, and
in the lower part were collected the following
genera ;—Ostrea, Modeola, Fusus, &e.

The calcareous formation is first met with on
the left bank, nearly opposite the northern ex-
tremity of the range just described, at a village
called Tekoor, or Triccul, where it presents it-
self in the form of a chain of low tabular hills,
named the Gunja Jibal, not exceeding eighty feet
in height, which no where approach the river
nearer than two or three miles. On the western
side, at a distance of about fifteen miles, another
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by clouds of fine dust with which the atmosphere
is impregnated.

Near the sea during the summer months, in
consequence of the prevalence of the south-west
monsoon, the heat is comparatively moderate, and
does not exceed that on the coast of Guzerat;
but in Sewistan, and the upper provinces, the
temperature probably surpasses that of any part
of India,* the thermometer often ranging con-
siderably above a hundred degrees; while the
dreadful Simoons or Jf dsinds, carrying with
them myriads of noxiobw-¥asects, blow night and
day without abatement; and render travelling
impracticable, or even exposure of the person, dan-
gerous to life. The Delta is subject to heavy
dews which are supposed by the natives to be ex-
tremely deleterious, and even to occasion prema-
ture old age. In the winter season, the climate
is so cold that trees are often stripped of their
foliage by frost. It has been asserted that rain
never falls in Egypt, and seldom in Sinde, but I
have practically ascertained the fallacy of both
these statements. Some parts of the Delta of the

*® ¢ The heat has a degree of intensity near Sehwan, in Au-
gust, very far exceeding that usually experienced at this season
in the Persian Gulf, it is indeed almost insufferable; calms are
frequent, and what little breeze we obtain generally blows in
light puffs at short intervals from the north-east in the morning,
hauling round to the westward at the decline of day; the nights
when calm are hot to a degree almost suffocating, and this even-
ing at 10 o’clock the Thermometer stood in my little mat cabin
at 104, dead calm. It was not higher than, 103 and half in the
warmest part of the day, but then there was a light brecze blow-
ing, which tempered the atmosphere.” MSS. Journal of a
Voyage to Sehwan in 1837, by A. Whitburn, Esq. I, N. -
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* Whan neees <ty does not impel to action, th(‘
Sindians show their natoral sloth. They will &
the whobe day aod night indulgine in Lmokmg
and parrnlity, Intosivation, thronah tome media
umn er other, i< habitual to all descriptions of
pereons, and Hang or wild Immp. as the most
eheap, ie the most common, They make spirits
hath from ja’!’}ﬁ"‘ﬂ!‘!l‘c"lt Ie, andd from dates, which
they perfume with spiegfdyd conwume in great
quantitics, the indoos Jatenfarly. The Sindi.
an? are exeessively fond of singing, wod have rood
prriormers, voeal nud xwtr:mwut'ﬂ but they are
diminishing with the ether marks of the prosperity
of the m:u:r.. Their petive diversions are
heoting, aud elapping with their ssverds, to prove
their temsper, and the <trength of their own arms,
They are gord markemen with their matehlncks,
aud tuimitably dexterons with the bow, and a
Wuont beavy arrow, which they use for gume, and
durt in a transvene, instead of a L!r-nﬂht direc-
tion, #o that the body, aud not the point of the
arrow, stetkes the n!»;zct. With these arrows
they talwe partridges fiying, to the right and left,
ae surely aml mlyf'(!s!:xalxsl) as a Luropean sports-
man with a double barrelled gun.  All the princes
are, from great practiee, incredibly expert, both
with their guns and bows. In riding and the
wee of the w.*ord the Sindians have no skill, nor
have they any exercise peenliar to themselves.”

& The dress of the Sindians, like their charac-
ter, is a compound of foreign habits. Their jackets
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teresting and valuable paper. ¢ The people of
Sinde,” said he, “have been much decried, but the
charge has been too indiseriminately brought for-
ward against the whole population. The large
mass of the indigenous population is particularly
industrious, whether in the occupation of agri-
culture or manufactures. The merchants of
Sinde are active and intelligent, well protected,
though heavily taxed, by the government, but
not so much so as to prevent foreign traders from
leaving their native coyf dy to reside under the
rule of the Ameers. dpared to any state be-
tween the Indus and Euphrates, Sinde may be
pronounced a country considerably advanced in
civilization ; the government, though severe, is
vigilant and well ordered; too sensible of its own
interests to ruin either the commerce or agricul-
ture of the country. The people are orderly and
obedient, and the laws are respected. Such at
least is the impression which I have formed on
these subjects during a residence in the country,
too short to allow me to expect that much confi-
dence can be placed in my opinions on questions
of such a nature.” '
The language of the Court of Sinde is Persian,
but written very inelegantly, and pronounced
with many corruptions, apparently in a Hindoo-
stanec idiom, although I did not meet with a single
individual at Hyderabad who could converse in
the lingna franca of India. The dewans, or Hin-
doo sectaries of Government, keep their accounts
and records also in a sort of mutilated Persian,
notwithstanding that a written language, peculiar
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tality amongst them is immense. By far the
most useful quadrupeds, however, for domestic
purposes, arz the camels, more properly drome-
daries, (camelus dromedarius,) already mentioned,
which from prince to peasant are in universal re-
quest. Half immersed in mud, and supplied with
fresh water only once a week, these patient ser-
vants of man attain a remarkable maturity on the
furze and stunted saline shrubs of the Delta, and,
when full grown, perform almost incredible jour-
nies under the heaviest d‘;rdens, finding forage
in places where others 1e%ssturdily reared would
inevitably perish. They are frequently inured
to the saddle, being casily guided by a small cord
or bridle passed through a perforation in the nost-
ril, and even equal horses in speed, with this
great advantage, that they cantravel much longer,
and are capable of carrying two persons with all
their necessary equipment. Sometimes also they
are used in harness, and are often met bearing
large fuichi-i-ruwans, or mounted palanquins,
containing ladies on their travels. The draw-
wells and mills are worked chiefly by them, and
in time of war swivels are secured upon their
backs, and used to a great extent as field artillery.
The average price of a good riding camel is ninety
rupees of Tatta currency, which is twenty five
per cent. less than that of Bombay, but a strong
baggage dromedary may be purchased for half
that amount. :

The breed of horses in Sinde, in consequence -
of the preference given to the camel as an ani-’
mal of conveyance, has been much neglected,:
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at nuy rate their ehief wonld he well mounted,
Thyre are ne fine horses of wny sort however to
b svey, exeept in the 2tables of the Aweers, who
every yedar purehise some of the best from the
dealere as they pacs, and who, hesides having ex-
cellent studs, alt keep ain immente number of dogs
afat fieren and powerful deeription, most of which
are stho wnported from the apper provinees. T
e several large and handvome mules in Sinde,
and coneciving that it might be an ohject to
rovirnment to gt thor(u'pr the wee of the artil-
Iory frem that country Saftead of from the more
distant ports in the Persian Gulf, T made inquir-
irs reganding them, but am afraid they conld
not for the present he procured at i less rate, or
maore vasily, than by the arrancement which at
present exists, Arees, much Jarger than those
of Tudig, are to be met with in Sinde.”

The country contains no beast of prey except
wolves and jackals, which are sometimes so rave-
nous ¢ to attack the wavfarer, but as may be
supposed from the extent of the preserves, game is
veryplentiful. "Thewild boar ronms thronghevery
brake: the magnificent Dlack partridge, (perdrix
Cambayensig) i= in almost every bush ;5 and while

* Itmay b imparfantsiea to know that mules, possessing (ully all
the quadities which render thicanimal <o usefal, are bred in Sinde,
wlLere the aes attmns the deselopement which it is known to en-
joy onhy wahin a veny limited geogephical didribution.  These
animals, at precent, from the eiretun-tance of there being only a
Limited pumber brad, are hizh priced, but if they ever becomean
article af commerce, the e of Trance may derive tho supply
from Sinde, for vhich it is now tributary to the distant Brani<.”
—Mr. Hedidle’s MS, Reronr,
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which is about two feet long, and has fleshy an-
tennee like those of the lobster over its mouth.
"The bombul or eel of a large size, and the por-
poise nearly allied to, if not identical with, the
Deplimus of the Ganges, described by Dr. Rox-
burgh, are likewise common.

Otters and Badgers also infest the banks of the
Indus, and are destroyed for their skins, which
fetch high prices in the Punjab : towards the sea
alligators* exist in large numbers, and are much
respected not only by t#@Hindoos, but even by
many of the Mahomm&fins. Mr. Crow men-
tions as the tutelar god of Curachee, in his day,
a scaly monster with a train of females and de-
pendants, nourished in the muddy rivulets which
flow from the hot springs near that seaport, add-
ing, that it is singular to see these animals some-
times dozing close to the mouth of the springs
where the water is almost boiling hot, and some-
times wallowing in pools which areperfectly cold;
" and Lieuntenant T. G Carless of the Indian Navy,
who visited the same scene so lately as December
1837, gives the following striking description of
an alligator’s banquet, which he there witnessed :
¢ The swamp,” says he, ¢ was not more than one
hundred and fifteen yards long by about eighty
broad, and in this confined space, I counted above
two hundred large ones, from eighteen to fifteen
feet long ; those of a small size were innumer-
able. The appearance of the place altogether,
with its green slimy, stagnant waters, and these

* The alligator, or rather crocodile, of the Indus is the ¢ Ga.
viala Gangetica,”
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homes to devour his waggon furniture, and the
shocs of his followers *

Among the vegetable productions of the earth
in Sinde, there are none peculiar to the country.
In those party subject to the inundation, rice, as
has been already stated, grows in great abun.
dance; and in the districts where irrigation is
practicable, large quantities of wheat, barley,
Juwaree, (holcus saccharatus), indian corn, sugar
cane, tobacco, with bajeree, (holeus spicatns), and
moong, (phaseolus mfiko), are al-o produced.
Cotton is likewise cultfifed in 2 few places, and
also indigo, which forms one of the ehief dres of
a Lt - -

- | Ve 0, {comvelrzine
. e " by the g
bat there are in the market., at proper sP;:i;c::s,
amoderate supply of manmoes, fizs, molborriee
bheers, (ziziphus jojuba), jambocs, (ezreria frm-
bolana), cucumbers, and water meloms. with ez
inferior dexeription of dates, gourls, [Ctmets
laganaria), and eocoqmuts. Apzles profomd in
the country of a small size znd grlory 2ocun mmen
are also sold in the barars of Tattz tx Lxrl znd
May, where four huzdred of thoss reey B prr.
c'bgsed for a rupee ; 2rd large q‘mﬁtf‘r_«; of e
licions grapes, carefolly packed = emall Rruzer
with cotton, are anrually obtaized Frem Cain?,
from whezce alo apples z=d pary, sy gy
w. € lkm‘n‘fﬁetrlf;g;;::pm, I3 x:auw' i Carue
b4
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those of England, are procured. The Ameers
presented to me a Jarge rosy-cheeked apple, the
first produee of a garden in Candahar, which had
been sent to them by express; and it will per-
haps excite the surprise of my readers at home,
when I add that I considered it so precious, as
well us curions, itheing thefirst T had seen for seven
years, that I enclosed it in a tin cuse, and dis-
patehied it on a further journey to 2 friend in
India.

Wood for fuel,* 'srvtl}\daptcd for steam pur-
poses, iz abundant, bulesiotwithstanding the im-
mense tracts of jungle, there are no forest trees
in Sinde, and all the boats on the Indus, as well
as the beams of housey, are accordingly con-
structed of timber imported from Malabar, The
babool, (mimosx, Arabica ct farnesiana) peloo,

* ¢ Dav of tho sariotivs of wood from the erecke, the ¢ Tewur,”
{Soneratla apetula) wax found, in the steamner, to answer better
for the purpose of fuel, as a rubstitute for coal, than any other
Lind which wo tried, and indeed go wellthat for river navigation,
in which a veerl must always come to at sunset, this kind of
fuel dors not appenr inferior to coal.  The supply, it is import.
ant to nolicr, will be found inexhnustible; for the localities
which produce these shrubs are very extensive, and enormous
supplies have been drawvn from the coasts of Sinde, perhaps for
centuries, witheut any sensible diminution.  Further, the deser-
tion of the whole northwwest partz of the Delta by the freshwater
of the Indus, tends to increase the dowains ocenpied by these
plante, which consict principally of the following species: the
*¢ Pewur,” (hefore mentioned) the ¢ Chawur,” (Aegicerus Ma-
Jud) and tno species of Khandel Rhizophor ; these kinds are com~
mon to the shores of India.  This fact is the more important, as
wood is scarce in all other parts of Sinde, and the babool, which
iz one of the most common, as well as the best adapted for the
purposes required for fuel by stenmers, would furnish only a limited
eupply."~=Mr, Heddle's DS, Repost.
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net oo !n:‘;m!tvn, mr, ae AMr, Heddle correctly
uiwr. v, 1y werviees in some districls are of the

et importance, by endowing the banks of the
I s swith @ desree of firmmees shich preventy
the perpetusd f3tling bn, that forms so inconvenient
x featnre in many portions of the river's edge.®

With =0 many other points of Hmthtudv to
Peypts Sinde = singolarly deficlent in monu-
nients of architectural art, vither of ancient or
modern date. The a{i,irm:lr- of Sehawnan, the
erection of which i= attouted to Alexander the
Govar, B prrhiape thee only veritable relict of the
agy of the Greeks which ean be traced,d and
voinx have been lately found dn ity which, when
submitted to the carsful inspectinn of Mr. Pringep,
will probably artcet its hich antiquity. Tt §e a
moannd of mnh, arly cighty fert in height, by
fifteen hundred lmvg: and N"ht hundred bm‘td

Yoot B sey oot Y b prentionnd 2y ene of the atonl produe-

trena of thor Pus strrpond the Hofamree s i prodace) s b,
whoot Pt oon, an ) altach l‘m. vt to the paariime shiubn
which T lxne tmeptinaed, y:r'E'-“:rh’ ths Apriernes the honey te
£t a et ot 18 any provurable in the seot of Brudis, being rolid,
re-f(—r-h' eryetsl k.m, white, and woll fasonred.  No partienlar
cuse frtobrn in e aring this beos Ve My, He-Kilo's M8, Repart.

$ A fter i e enbiogstion of one, and the death of the athar
T thers ol r'«, {Jjur‘-'s\: ot Samba,) the Maeedonian hero
retaentd to the giter, 8a i, oowe are informed, bailt a citsdel at
s vommediote and eommsnding points from which partieular
retiee, | lawe ny yverupde i asing, lh‘& it must liave been at the
prewny Sehwan, that furtrese boing reated ou a high Lill thae
averlrebs the fertivs senma thn Tedos and Larkbany rivers, and
sorlnpmios ndntimbly sltuated (o aee the sutrounding fracte,”—
Porttsers's Brrocitarar.
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intersected with sut eous passages® Of the
aucient city of Alore, once the eapitatof 2 mxgh.ty
empire, extending from Cazhmere to the penin-
sala of India, scarcely a trace remaics. It was
situated pearly in the parallel of the present towx
of Bukkur, a remarkeble fortress erected oz 3
rochy island in the Indus, fifteen miles to the
northward of Khyrpoor, and was abgndgnedso
early as the second century of the Hejira, in con-
sequence of its being forsaken by the river, which
before that period flon@nnder its walls, several
niles to the eastwara®f the present channel.
F'rom a similar cauge, the ancient cities of Debal
Sindy, which cccupied a site between Curachee
and Tatta, and of Braminabad, or Kullan Kote,
which was near the latter place, were also de-
terted, although at what date, it is difficult to
surmise, leaving scarcely a wreck behind. At
Shahkapoor, a populots village in the vicinity of

BN mtandanars W, g el

a
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Bished beads ; this way n
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0 less than excarating a subterrancons
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.\It*erp_oor, are £till to be seen the remains of an
extensive fort and city, said to have been the
r:'s‘nlmwo of J)Jh(md{l Rai, the last of the Soomra
Prigces. who flourished about the year one
thousand and three hundred of our era. The
bricks which form part of these ruins are of larce
dimensions, measuring twenty inches by eight.
Captain Del'lHoste also mentions some substan-
tinl remaing of masonry in the river at Jerk, about
twenty-tive miles below IIyderabad, which he
conjectures to be com(}{?d with Alexander’s
voyage. I have never Bzard of any ancient in-
scriptions having been found in Sinde.

With the exception of the Jumma Mugjid, or
areat Mahommedan temple for the assemblage of
 true believers™ at Tatta, and the tombs of the
Caloras and Talpoors at the capital, there are no
modern edifices indicating taste or durability, in
Sinde. The former was erected so late as the
reien either of Shah Jehan, or of Aurungzebe,
anil by one of these covereigns; but it is already
a gloomy dilapidated building. in which « the
moping owl doth to the bat complain.” Such of
the royal tombs as belonged to the Caloras are
crumbling gradually to decay; and were it not
for the fecble exertions of a few hoary servants
of the falleu house, who still flit about these me-
mentoes of bygone days, to strew flowers upon
the graves of the mighty dead. they would soon
be overgrown with grass, and utterly destroyed.
An old man who appeared the guardian of the
mausoleums of Meean Gholam Shah, and Meean
Gholam Nubbee, both of which are large and
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elegant puildings, in the Moonsh styles msisted
on my taking off my shoes pefore I entered them
and complained that they had been desported of
the marble with which they had been faced, by

of obhiterating all recollections of the Caloras *

had no opportunity of vinmting the shrine of the
famous 1,3l Shah Baz, the wamnt Januarius O
Sinde, whose mausoleum ig at Sehwan, where his
memr~T 18 adored with all the fervent fanaticism

L Tanfrbe Calorasand
the "™ . ) dynastics
stand on tho saiw = . d 13 bult
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gh, and one and abalf milealongs by seven hundred
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that characterizes the nation ; and I -shall accord:
ingly introduce here a description of it, abridged
from the mannscript journal of Mr, Alfred Whit-
hurn of the Indian Navy, who made a voyage up
the Indus o Jute a8 Angust 1837,

¢ ‘T'he vicinity of Schwan,” says this officer,
“ whounds with numerous mosques and tombs
which are kept in good repair; the exteriors of
gome having an elegant appearance from the ela-
borate carved worlk, and the coloured tiles, with
which they are decoragf’s  'The mausolenm of
the great Lal Shah Baz¥sarpasses all the rest in
magnificence.  I'rom its appearance without, I
wished to inspect the interior, and found there
was, on the score of different faiths, no ohstacle :
but the liberality of the late Jimbassy had given
the fakeers such an idea of riches possessed by all
Englishmen, that I found it was impossible to
vatisfly my curiosity withont presenting a dona-
tion which T could ill afford, and I accordingly
digpatched the moonshee to obtain an account of
it.  Ile degerilies it as a perfect square surround-
ed by a verandah, the outer surface being curi-
ously inlaid with bricks of diflerent colours. The
entrance {o the interior is by means of a door of
precions wood, plated over with beaten silver, and
the portico is profuscly adorned with carving and
enamel.  ‘The shrine is situated at one end, and
is devoid of the ornamental embellishment which
distinguishes the outside. The tomb is overhung
by a canopy of cloth of gold, supported on twelve
slender pillars covered with silver corresponding
with that on the door. Tvery Friday, the dra-
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from the authorities; and consequently, the do-
mestic buildings in Sinde are entirely destitute of
elegance and substantiality. Even in places be-
yond the reach of the inundation, or such as Seh-
wan, where, in consequence of the vicinity of a chain
of mountains, termed the Lukkee, stone is abun-
dant, respectable dwellings are seldom or never to
be found. Those of the city of Tatta are the most
striking in their appearance, both from their lofti-
ness and dimensions; but their composition is
merely wood and wickgywork, plastered with
earth and cow-dung, co¥ared so as to imitate
stone ; wlile the houses of Hyderabad, Meer-
poor, and all the other towns, are insignificant
flat roofed erections of mud mixed with chaff,
rarely two stories in height, with very few win-
dows, and irregularly arranged in narrow dirty
lanes scarcely deserving the name of streets. The
Tandas, or hottelries, of the Beloche chiefs at the
capital are usually a number of small buildings
grouped together in a court-yard, surrounded by
a mud wall and surmounted by a bare pole or flag
staff, the latter being apparently an emblem of
rank, which they enjoy in common with the

fakeers. '
It has been stated that the revenues of Sinde

have become much deteriorated during the reign
of the present rulers, and nothing can be a more
striking memorial of the perseverance with which
they have pursued their gross.and barbarous
policy of ruining the country to enrich and gra-
tify themselves, than the fact, that, exten_mc_hfd-
ing.the amount collected within the principalities
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blishments, while many of the Beloche magnates
ssess propertys and enjoy ;mmunities n Teé-
ward for their cervices to the reigning dynasty-
As the state relicion of Sinde s taken from the
Koran, so the systemt of Jurisprudence 3¥ derived
from the same cource, and when exercised be-
twreen two subjects of the more favoured creed,
would appear to be pretty fairly administered bY
the Kaze (Cadd); put, as this functionary cant
listen to no complainte against the government,
and holds his situation ﬁy by the cufferance of
the Ameers, it willbe ¢ “Jent, that he can be 1o
check on their Highnesses, though privileged by
his code to be €0 The administration of justice
costs little oF nothing to the ctate ; and although
1 have never heard of criminals being punishe
capitally. mercly to save the expense of therr
maintenance a3 under some Hindoo governments,
vet it is not unusual to €& “prisoners, att.ended
by their cuards, begging for subsistence in the
ublic streets.® 1 have 1 apother place given
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prudently eettle their differences among them-
selves by punchaets, or arbitration, without a re-
ference to the ruling authorities. The Beloches
seem generally to take the law into their own
hands, and to act on the simple principle of re-
taliation; nor do the Ameers often interfere with
them, exeept where individual disputes extend to
whale tribes, when they are obliged to settle
matters by force of conciliation. A serious quarrel
of this sort took place, from a most trifling cause,
while ¥ was at Hydergd, and called for the me-
dation of their Highi®:es, who sent for the con-
tending parties to the durbar in my presence,
and with much flattery and address, obtained a
promise from each to desist .

It is a proof of the unwillingness, or perhaps
inability of the Sindian court, to seitle the feuds
of the Beloche chiefs, even in cases where it
might be supposed that there were strong indnna
w——tez 3 . |

+ sssan uykur, one of whose nantch
women, or dancing girls, he had seduced. The
“unfortupate female was of eo

urse instantly put to
death without remorse; while her paras
took himself to Lahnre" g could ssothe

5 but nothing could sooth
}hﬁlwoﬂnd’ed'pﬁde, and insulted 5'"-""- rae

st uans families proceeding
’ol}f' a }aody to his house to implore par§ou for thge
ender, and to offer themselves as an atonement
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for his crim.e. After this public exposure, thay
which nothing could be more degrading in a Ma-
lomedan country, Bahadoor Khan extended the
hand of forgiveness, but retained for his harem
one of Ahmed Khan's sisters, who has neyer
since been heard of *

If we can helieve the description given of
Tatta, when Nadir Shah visited it about the
middle of last century, the commerce and manu.
factures of Sinde must have sadly dwindled away.+
Historians relate, that hggdes immense wealth in
Jewels and goods, that celturated conqueror found
in the city no less than forty thousand weavers
of calico and loongees, or silk embroidered cloths,
besides artisans of other descriptions, to the
number of twenty thousand, exclusive of the
bankers, grain-dealers, and shopkeepers, who were
estimated at sixty thousand, The whole popu-
Iation of the place does not now exceed sixteen or
eighteen thonsand souls, most of whom arein the
lowest state of poverty ; nor can aloongee of any
value be obtained in the bazar, withouthaving been

.

* Captain DelHoste’s MS. Journal. )
1 It would appear, from the following extract from Tavernier's

Travcls, written about a century before Nadir Shah visited Sinde,
that the commerce of Tatta had even much fallen off in his days,
which he attributed to the fzithlessness of the Indus. I quote,
from an Italian edition published at Bolognu_ in 1690, and,
strange to say, given to me by the Ameers of Sinde, whose ser-
sonts had taken it from an unfortunate native of Rome, who pass-

hroueh Hyderabad in 1827. #¢ Or'il commercio di Zutq,
i ptoe to calato, perche I'imboctatura del fiume

che gia fu grande, omol : 2
sompre va peggiorando, di modo che Ja rena ammucchiandosi ne
chiude quasi ehe il) passo.”— Fiaggi da Gio ; Battista Tavernier,
Bayone d' Aubonne, Parte Seconda, Cap. 11, 3
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expresily ordered beforehand, and the price al-
vanced  We cannot attnbute this detertoration
altogether to the Ameers duning the dissentions
bets een the rival famlies, many of the merchants
forsook Stnde, and settled in Indta , nor must we
chut our eyes to the fact, that the revolution pro

duced 1n indian society by ourselves, could not
but hasten the downfall of a city hike Tatta, whose
luxursous manufactures were supported chiefly

hranatonan & = =

tew native, as well as foreign workmen at Hyde

rabad, where the various kinds of arms, such ag
spears, matchlocks, and shields, used by the hum-
bler classes, are also chiefly manufactured  Sinde
has long been famous for embossed and embrexd-
ered leather work, 1 the form of ormamented
gloves, boots, cartouch boxes, &¢ , and there 1s
yet a manufactory at Sehwan, where carpets,
nearly of the same fine maternal, and equally
braght an colour with those of Persia, are ocea

sionally fabricated for the use of the Ameers, few

others being able to purchase them The Sin-
dung aran 3

work,
%g the -
ng v i Lsulidl, Wth W b
and tombs are decorated Duch thete mosques
‘Lhe exports from Sinde, or home produce, are
saltpetre salt, Tice, cotton, ghee, oil, ol iyseed
sharks fins, bark for tanning, alkah, calico, ami

.
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felte; and from the kingdoms and provinees tc
thenorilnward, they bring, chiefly for exportation,
aszafeetida, saffron, leather, hides, madder, musk,
aluih, drugs of varions kinds, Cashmere shaw]s,’
dried fruit, diamond, lapis lazuli, turquoises, and
?thnr precious stones, bedellium, and gums, The
tmports from India are iron, tin, stecl, lead, cop-
per, broadeloth, glass, chinaware, cocoa-nuts, in-
digo, areca-nuts, muslin, gold-cloth, velvet, silk,
ratin, sewing silk, thread, shields, &ec. &c.  From
IKhorassan, Persia and Agqbia, the Sindians have,
for home consumption, sWoxds, silk, carpets, dates,
rosewater, conserves, tobacco, coffee, and kully-
ans.®* The horses and fresh fruits from Cabul
and Candahar have already been mentioned, and
it may be added, that large quantities of Malwa
opium, intended for the China market, are con-
veyed on camels, by Jessulmere, through Sinde,
to be shipped at Curachee for Damaun, the traders
in that drug, strange to say, continuing still to
prefer a circuitons route through the territories
of the Ameers, by whom considerable transit
duties are exacted, to the more direct one afford-
ed by our dominions. Although the present miser-
able poverty of the people of Sinde forbids the
hope of mercantile interchanges to any extent
with them; yet the natural advantages of the
country for commerce need scarcely be pomted
out: security to trade and property 18 alope re-
quired to render the Indus the medium of intro-
duc'mg our manufactures among vast nations,

* Pottinger’s Belochistan, I
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+hy occupying climates resembling that of onr
:ﬁ;ﬁ‘land,&io\id gladly welcome the products
of British industry, and offer to the speculations
of vor ingevious and enterprising countryfen
ample encouragement and reward. |

In no respect were my _e'xpectatmns more dis-
appointed than in the military force of Sinde.
Having lived for sometime 11 Catch, amid fre-
quent rumours of attack and invasion, I had, in

common with most others in that provinee. im.
AR

e - -

wuiys o beioties, who are kept to garrison the
fortress, the armed retainers of the Ameers are
few in number, and contemptible in appearance.
Several of the chiefs of the tribes, however, most
of whom hold their lands on military tenure, re-
side constantly at court, and are able to collect,
in the course of a few days, by some means re.
sembling the fiery ¢ross used by our own fore-
fathers, their various followers, who at other
times are employed in agriculture, aud different
peaceable occupations. In this manner, it is said,
1he government can assemble about forty thou.
=ad men, to whom, while in active service, I
Sind by Captain Seton’s Report, that it allows a
Tice each per diem: but I presume this must
be <ither 3 mistake, or a regulation of former
times, a3 I heard of horsemen being entertained
at the respectable salaries of thirty rupees per
mensem, The Sindians bave abwadance of ar-
tillery, cousieting chiefly ‘of purchases or pre-
K
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sents from the Lnglish during their ancient con-
nection with Mecan Gholam Shah Calora, and
of guns obtained from the Portuguese and Dutch,
but they would require the assistance of expert
Europeans before they could be available. A
case might be supposed in which the whole Da-
hommedan population would rise en masse ; but
as patriotism is unknown in this quarter of the
globe, nothing except a fiery zeal for religion,
fanned into a flame by some designing enthusiast,
is ever likely to producgmmch a result. -
Though the iron romf the Ameers has re-
pressed the daring spirit of the military classes of
their subjects, and the general tranquillity of the
province has left their energies to slumber for a
while, they may yet be considered as a body of
marauders ready to take arms for any causc
which will afford them support, or which offers a
prospect of plunder. Like hungry vultures, they
would almost seem to ¢ scent the battle from
afar ;” for the train of dissension is no sooner
lighted, than war becomes their universal cry, and
it is incredible in how short a period they flock
to their rendezvous. Mecer Sobdar’s late insur-
rection was settled in the course of a few days,
but not until twenty or thirty thousand volun-
_teers had joined the different standards, and num-
bers were crowding in hourly when the adjust-
ment took place. In the field the Sindian soldier
has no discipline; and as his pay is gencrally
contemptible, and frequently uncertain, he con-
ceives himself fully privileged to supply his wants
at the expense of the villages on his march. v
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15 achnow ledged to be brave and hardy and us y
Inred soldierin the T ast may probably rink noxt
to the Arab, but Tus reputation 18 far lugher
s own country thanany whereelse  Ihis vamty
and gasconading are proverbuil from the gene-
ral down to Ins meanest follower in the camp
every man makes hus own past and intended ex
plosts, or those of Ins ancestors, the constant
theme of his comiersation and contemplation,
and 1t 1s remarhable with what patience they
h.ten to the empty ntings of one another
1he army of the Amc® ¢, when collected, pro-
sents a motly and 1l accoutred assemblage of
mercenanies from all quarters, and st 4 com
posed chiefly of adventurers sho hase descendnd
from the moantains of Beloclustan, to o1 ¢ of the
tnibes of w hick, that of Rind, the rer,znin g houee
traces 1t= or1.nn.

The Amvers zre, I behen.)wrﬁml) anare of
the utte bupele:rzess of any defe 1oe they wuld
male, 12 the event of 20 120 00 by our ¢ vern.
mezt. RManvy ereum tzooer proved (o e tlat
¢ the mzrr of our pame Leked ki gurnem,”
2md the fiueling oo 0 e woudersd 20, w)1d

des the ezitren woud pae v, of 56 bexy
“the wZl 0" GodT thet Ll 2oL gor A wre
thel] qrewe o vag rn 2llany septenes o love
0ot Ll vgexit Lanr 8 el 1 b Free man
therr zrouryr zof fomvut av 3 pde §a 41 ar
AITIPE <0 et D Tt e teerur € ey ol ne s
whien 2 Jend o 2 At of ¢ eum
ax the ypunity ud an geeiuw o T of ther o
tery to § monet. Jevere op 2 v epum oum U
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impress strangers with an exaggerated estimation
of their dignity and importance. Like many men
in private life, who contrive for a time to cloak
their ignorance under a formal manner and dis-
tant deportment, they well know that a closer in-
spection would infallibly expose their weak-
nesses ; and hence arises their jealousy of our
acquiring a nearer or more intimate knowledge
of their country or of themselves.

Such flimsy pretences could never blind an in-
dividual who has visitedgGinde, and witnessed the
true state of affairs. OMide few walled towns in
the province, all are contemptible, and scarcely
one deserves the name of a fortress. The forti-
fications of Curachee are mean and insignificant.
Omerkote, the repository of the wealth of the
court, which has so long been supposed unassail-
able from the report of its being environed by a
sandy desert of great extent where no water is
procurable, has been ascertained, by late inquiries,
to be within a few miles of a branch of the Indus,
and utterly untenable. The city of Hyderabad,
as already described, is a collection of wretched
low mud hovels, as destitute of the means of de-
fence, as they are of external elegance, or internal
comfort; and even the boasted stronghold of the
Ameers, which surmounts their capital, is but a
paliry erection of ill burnt bricks, crumbling gra-
dually to decay, and perfectly incapable of with-
standing for an hour the attack of regular troops.*

® « The fortifications of Hyderabad consist of a high wall and
a high citade), upor which some very heavy guns are planted.
The wall is thin, but supported inside by a great depth of earth,

1)
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"1 he nobility would, 1n all probability, and, as 1y
usual with Asaties, desert therr masters i the
time of trouble, and although I have no doubt
the Talpoor cluefs would themselves, on a hes.
tile anvasion, bravely perish i defence of thenr
sovereignty and treasures, 1t 13 scarcely possible
to concerve 4 more easy, or as far as the people
generally are concerned, a more willing conquest,
were our victorious arms turned 1n that direction,
than Sinde would prove, unasuisted by any of the
countries 1n the nexg]lpu-hood

Were such an event to happen, as happen in ai
probability 1t will, from cauces as uncontrollably
as these which have led to the alrcady mughty
extenaion of our empire, there 13 no district which
would better repay the fostermg care of a mild
and enlightened management than Sinde The
T R e ae Ta, . PR

free nstitutions and a bemgnant rule, the other

parlly original and partly pled up, which would make & breach

difficult.  The citadel is entirely brick work, but very thick, and.

the figurs perfectly circalar, of not more than one hundred yard

duameter  There {4 8 dry ditch round one side of the fort, and

low groond on tho other  The clrcumfercnea of the wall may b

threo quarters of a ula, ft has few embrasures, und command
. h . it .
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might glory in the acquisition of a valuable and
productive addition to its dominions. Agricul-
ture and commerce, which are now languid from
ignorance and taxation, would gradually revive
and flourish under the new and better order of
things; and the local advantages of the province,
combined with security to property and impartial
justice, would invite settlers from other countries,
whose families would recruit the lost population,
and whose energies, unfettered by religious bigo-
try or military despotis:xfa;'ould have full scope,
encouragement, and reward. Then the river In-
dus, might once more become the channel of com-
munication and of wealth, between the interior
of Asia and the peninsula of India; while Sinde
herself, equally interesting to us from classic asso-
ciation, and from sympathy with her present suf-
ferings, would rise renewed to claim a due import-
ance in the scale of nations, and to profit by the
benefits which nature has bestowed upon her.

By the beginning of January, Meer Mourad
Ali’s health had been perfectly re-established, but
still the Ameers showed no disposition whatever
to consent to my leaving Hyderabad, and I ascer-
tained, what I had previously suspected, that they
wished to detain me altogether, Mourad Ali
Khan had once or twice asked me whether I had
any objection to remain with them; and although
I had always evaded his questions by explaining
that I was a servant of the government, without
whose permission I could do nothing, he had
often reverted to the subject, and had requested



COURT OF SINDL 151

my opmion whether Sir John Malcolm would
agtee to my returmng, even should I leave Hy.
derabad for the present Wullee Mahommed
Jihan now informed me that he had recommended
the Amcers to make the proposal at once to
government , and although they were evidently
unwilling to gan their object i this manner, I
was privately apprised that some circumstances
Lad occurred, which induced them to protract my
departure as long as possible

About the end of Recember two vakeels ar-
rived from Shahshuya®ol Moolk, the exaled king
of Cabul, and the pensioner of our government at
Ludiana, loaded with presents to the Ameers,
and malung a demand that the district of Shil-
arpoor should be restored to s Majesty, who
proposed proceeding there i person to collect
followers, with a view to regmning his lost em-
mre  “Lhe hing's proposal was accompanmed by
a threat, prisately intimated through Meer Ysmail
Shab, that if the Ameers did not immediately ac-
cede to Ius request, 1t was Ius sntention to trans-
fer his undoubted sovereignty over Sinde to hus
fathful alhes the British, who, he declared, were
prepaning to aseist lam with troops and money in
Tus ambitious enterprises

‘The whole message appeared to me from the
first an empty bravado on the part of the fallen
monarch, but the Ameers, although they had
courage cnouglt to reject at once the proposal,
felt by no means easy at the appalling intimation
which accompanied 3t, and wiich conjured up,
no doubt, to their recollection v ' rar
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wige near the sea.  After peesing the lzke, he
made three days jourggr =lorg the evest, order-
ing wells to be dng as he weat Geographers
have differed abont his entering Coteh s bt s2p-
posing he landed near Narraeasir, znd marched,
28 Dr. Viocent caleulates, sixty wmiles, he most
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v - - At
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Ve £aid in convequence to be elassic ground. The
situation of Xylenopolizt as 12id down in the
maps of ancient geography, is nearer that of the
modern town of Luchput than Narraensir: 2nd
if we are to believe that Alexander landed there,
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and still performed a march of sixty miles, he
cm}ld not have proceeded further than Jackow.
It 1s'barely possible that Pattala, instead of oc-
cupying the site of the present Tatta, and the
ruins in the neighbourhood, may have been situ-
ated where the modern town of Jerk is placed,
and, in that case, Alexander might have naviga-
ted the Pinyaree branch, which passes by Bunna,
Laigpoor, Meerpoor, and Mugrbhee, and which
being a large river in August and September,
would also have conveyed him to the Luckput
estuary. The Residency Moonshee informs me
that within the last twenty-six years, he and his
family embarked at Tatta, and ascending the main
river, sailed down by this identical branch to
Cotasir in the Luckput creek.

These speculations rest entirely, however, on
the supposition that the Indus is now nearly the
same as it was in the days of the Greek expedi-
tion, than which nothing can bé more uncertain ;
and they are hazarded, not only from the natural
desire which; in common with every educated in-
dividual who visits Sinde, I entertain to illustrate
the history of its classic river, but also in the
hope that they may be useful to some future
traveller. I felt a strong desire to collect a
number of facts regarding the Indus ; and during
my stay in Sinde, as well as since my return, I
have examined several matives on the subject;
but all I can gather from them are accounts of
its incomstancy, and of the many and sudden
changes it has undergone, even in the sh.ort; pfenod
of their personal experience. A very intelligent
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dissertation also of the late Captain M‘Murdo,
who devoted several years to the investigation
of the subject, and which was first published by
the Royal Asiatic Society in 1834, has, I con-
ceive, cstablished satisfactorily from authentic
sources, that the main stream of the Indus, up to
the desertion, in our seventh century, of the great
city of Alore, which was situated on its bank,
was the branch described as quitting the present
river above Buklaur, and penetrating through the
desert by Omerkote, but gihich having been dam-

any others are used ; its course is excessively crooked, and, to-
wards the sea, very inconstant. By a strange turn that the river
hias taken, within these five and twenty years, just above Tatta,
that city is flung out of the angle of the inferior Delta, in which
it formerly stood, on the main land towards the hills of Belochis-
tan. By another change Shah Bunder is left dry, and the La.
hory Bunder branch so much moro favoured by the-stream, that
it is perfectly fresh now at a point, where, a few years ago, it was
salt even at low water; this point is near the Bunder of Lahory.
Marks of the caprice of the river abound in the lower country,
the most striking of which are the hed of a large stream now
perfectly dry, about five miles from Curachee, and about five
miles further, at a place called Giussary, a creek which opens
from the sca, and is still navigable, for at least fifty miles, when
it shallows, and leaves only a dry channel, where it is said to
have been formerly met by the river, from traces still evident,
and the fact is confirmed by the ruips of a city said to be the
ancient Tatta or Debal Sindy : on the eastern bank of this creek,
about forty miles from its mouth, there are the ruins of another,
it is said still more ancient, Tatta or Debal Sindy, in the heart
of the Delta, which, upon examination, wouald most probably
yrove to have been abandoned from the faithlessness of a brancls
of the river, which had at first perhaps invited its founders,
This is probably the case with Brahminabad, called by the natives
Kulan-kote, the ruins of which lie four or five miles to the
southi-west of Tatta, and the inhabitants have a distinet tradition,
which appearance confirms, of the river running close under the
walls of that town. The only mouth of the Indus now open to
Dingies is the onc leading to Lahory bunder.”—Crosy,
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med up for miny ages by n embinkment placed
acrossay lley near its commencement, still termed
the Alore bund, now conyveys scarcely any water
except during the floods, although, 1n many por-
tions of sts course, 1t yet presents 1 dry channel
of great breadth, and retams the name of the
 Puran,” or wmcient rser  Even m modern
times, hos ever, s has been already stated, and
before the erection of more recent embankments
1n the low er part of 1ts conrse, this streum enter-
ed the Luchput crech gt all seasons., and it a
remarhable fact, that on a partial destruction of
the Alorg bund, an immense volume of water
forced 1ts way through ts channel to the ocean,
by Luchput, o Intely as 1826

‘thise ficts render 1t not amprobable, that as
the Indus rolled sts waters to the ey, by a chan-
nel many mules to the eastuard of its present
courec, the Luckput estuiwry may have been the
great w(stern mouth fir-t navigated by the Greebs,
particularly as it nearly corresponds with the en
larg of theembouchuredescribud by Arnan *
In tlns view of the cree, Cutch must have been
the Pattalene, while the e¢istern branch of the
Indus may hnve flowed into the gulf of Cutch,
between that country and Guzerit, a conjecture
not unsupported by tradition, which spiaks of
ancient seaparts on the Runn, and of large quan
tities of gramn having Leen produced by fresh

" . LR © stream appeared

" i ¢ Anemager
- . a rt
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water on its borders. Another Pattala would
require to be sought for than Tatta, the site of
which, it would appear from Mahommedan his-
torians, was scarcely peopled, and utterly unpro-
ductive at the time of the Arab conquest, and even
until the change in the course of the river had
supplied that part of Sinde with water; but it is
useless to indulge in surmises, and were any thing
wanting to prove the utter futility of speculating
on such a subject, it is the fact, that the great
western branch, below gatta, the Mehran of
Rennell, which was described to be the main
river, when I visited Tatta in January 1828,
was scarcely lmee-deep at the same season three

ears afterwards, and not in existence at all
when Mr. Heddle was collecting materials for
his report to Government, in the begmning of
1836.*

In a preceding paragraph, I have alluded to
the moderate means possessed by the Ameers for
repelling an invasion of their territory ; and a
single glance at the Indus will show the easy
passage into the very heart of their dominions,
which that river offers to a maritime power. The
state-barge, which conveyed me to Sita, although
flat-bottomed, was, in my opinion, capable of
transporting really half a regiment; and during
the voyage we met with others equally capacious.

* The modern appellation by the natives of ’the western
pranch is ¢ Bagaur,” which signifies <€ to destroy;” though such
js the confusion of names in Sinde, that that desi’gnatiou was
given to me as synonimous with ¢ Sita,” ar ¢ Sata,” which in-

dicates the eastern branch. )
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I am ignorant of naval tactics; but I bave mo
doubt that armed steam-boats of small burder
might act with peculiar efficacy; and althongh
the shoals and currents in the stream might at
first appear an impediment, war would scarcely be
declared before the dechs of our vessels were
crowded with volunteers, well acquainted with
the navigation, and ready to contribute their ui-
most efforts for the subversion of the-present wa-
vernment. On the Sita T was aeain met b F=-
der Khan Lagharee, @7 whom 1 was condzesr
through a productive Country to Mugrhrr =
from thence, through the tract T have mrurms.
in the commencement of my narrative o2z
put Bunder, which I reached on tha =% -
January.

I had scarcely put my foot an v n sex” =
Cutch, when a letter from the Hemar. .° <o
the 18th Jaouary, authorisipyrric = i o
Sinde, pending a reference tv GomrmE se
delivered to me; together—m.z o
General Leighton, which thrarose e
kindly written me from=Smwn, - ¢ - < o
proceedings of the COLITImI ..t am +Zamw o
and that my evidence sz >
not an_hour jn apprizizs we Seet . L
formation, and e T T2 AP o
return to Hydembed: ncng & e
more than thirty mre wrsu. ca ¢ o3
Sobdar's rebellior, = e T
the pourtry, I desmrmmme. s w7e o o e
my Jettery.  Irpmumnoraar o . L3
wretched balprr 1 807 o e
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of battles and murder, till the 18th, when I re-
ceived a message, through the agent, from the
Ameers, entreating me not to venture forward in
the present state of affairs: and, accordingly, I
decmed it prudent to fall back to Luckput, where
I shortly after received the orders of the Honour-
able the Governor in Council to return to Bhooj.

On learning that Government had no wish to
effect the establishment of a resident officer in
Sinde, I thought it proper to give the native
agent at Hyderabad to ypderstand, that it was
likely I should be employed in a particular duty,
which would preclude the possibility of my ful-
filling my promise of revisiting the Ameers. This
was, no doubt, explained perfectly to their satis-
faction, as their Highnesses have carried on a
constant correspondence with me ever since I left
them.. Their letters are of the most friendly de-
scription, and evidently show a wish on their
part to maintain a good understanding with me;
nor should I conceal, that I believe it is even yet.
in my power to induce them again to invite me
to their court, and to consent to my permanent
residence in their capital.

In conclusion, I must lay claim to indulgence
for the many imperfectiony which, I am sensible,
may be discovered in this narrative; imperfec-
tions which I earnestly hope will rather be attri-
buted to the difficulties I have encountered in
drawing it up, than to any neglect or indifference
on my part. I cannot but remark also, that like
all persons who undertake to write personal nar-
ratives of their proceedings, I have too often been
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obliged to speak of myself and conduct, in terms
which a fastidions or, probably, a very correct
feehing, might condemn, but, 1n estenuation, I
ean only say, that I have been actuated by 1an
cere desive to represent things as they really are
nor can [ awcuse myself of having entered more
fully 1nto my trancactions with the Ameers, than
was hsolutely neceseary to exhibit their charac-
ters and manners 1 a praper hight  Chat much
has been suppresced which 1t mght have been
gratifying to record ypay be seen on reference to
the Jettersw hich the nilive agent 1n Sinde address-
ed to the resident 1n Cutch, during my stay at
iy derabad, wnd which have fallen into my hands
unee my return to Bhooy

PostscairT —August 1839 —Since the com
pletion of the foregomng narratine, an event
worthy of record has aceurred in Sinde, ang fully
retliced the anticipations expressed 1n the preced
g pages  DMeer Kurm Ali Khan died of fever
i December 1828, leaving Meer Mourad Al
Rhan,now the only surviving of the four brothers
who established the Talpoor dynasty, the sole
and undisputed soveraign of the country, with a
greater degree of power vested i Ius single per
£0m, thin wns ey ex previously shared by the famly
The deceased cluef 19 much Tamented by hus de
pendants, to whom he endeared himeelf by tand
nees and hiberahity , nd Ius death will no doubt

AN
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cause a considerable revolution in the appearance
of the court, the style and dignity of which were
supported principally at his cost.

Among the stipulations by which Meer Sob-
dar’s rebellion, in February 1828, was settled,
there was a promise sacredly given on the XKoran
by Meer Kurm Ali Khan, that he would adopt
that prince as his heir ; but Sobdar Khan, whose
weak character is known, sunk into his former
insignificance soon after the reconciliation was
concluded, and tamely pepmitted those who had
taken the field in his causxaﬁrt?) incur the vengeance
and cruelty of the chief Ameers, It will not
excite surprise, therefore, that on the demise of
his uncle, he wanted spirit to claim the treasures
to which he was entitled: accordingly, Meer
Mourad Al first contrived, under some pretence,
that they should be left in deposit with his late
brother’s wives, and latterly he has appropriated
them entirely to himself. The territorial posses-
sions of Meer Kurm Ali Xhan, with the excep-
tion of small estates granted to the young Ameers,
have also devolved into the hands of the present
ruler, under whose vigorous sway Sinde is likely,
for some time at least, to enjoy undisturbed tran-

quillity.
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Kattiwar, &c. in 1812, deprived Cutch of half
its inhabitants. The oppressive nature of the
government during the reigns of the Raos Lacea,
Gore, and Rahiden, and the constant wars which
were carried on by Futteh Mahommed, added
much to the evil; while, latterly, a succession of
unfavourable seasons has forced many of the
Ryots to migrate into Sinde, or to seek for sub-
sistence in other countries.

The natives of Cutch are stronger, stouter, and
even handsomer, than thoge of Western India in
general ; and some of the((iil, particularly the Raj-
poots, bear'marks of a superior and military caste.
The women of the higher classes are generally con-
sidered good-looking. To a casual spectator, the
whole population appears sunk in ignorance and
apathy, but closer observation shows that this is
not the case. The Ryots are found to be intelligent
to a degree that is surprising; and the ingenuity of
the workmen is justly celebrated. The palace at
Mandavie, and the tomb of Rao Lacca at Bhooj,
are beautiful specimens of their skill in architec-
ture; while the gold and silver ornaments manu-
factured in Cutch, and so well known and bighly
prized by Europeans, display a taste and nicety
of hand, unequalled by any Asiatic nation, except
the Chinese. There is scarcely any piece of
mechanism which, by proper explanation and
superintendence, may not be imitated by the gold-
smiths and carpenters at Bhooj ; and I have known
one of their gun-locks passed for an English one,

and firmly believed to be so. :
I do not believe that the natives of Cutch are
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more 1mmoral than those of Hindoostan 1n gene
~1 v +f they are found so, 1t should be remem
. W b and

of an unjust, cruel, any, Lol su pu
mg goiernment, lnch continued so ]ate as the
year 1819 Lhey are, for the most part, peace
1 atadient and wedl affigted to thexr rulers 2
-l af

Lhe uec of opum L ST t
unmersal an the country, and 1n these the Cutchee
finds a solace for every distress of mind or of
lmd) WWhether at home or abroad, the hookah
18 his constant compimon  He has recourse to
1t at every moment of lesure, and I have my
self truvelled with horsemen 1n the service of huy
Ighness the Rao, who, although they Lept their
hores at o emart pace, contris ed to smohe all the
while In every species of native rociety i Cutch,
the influcnce of opium 13 appatent  Lhe charae-
ter of the people hias even acquired o dull wnd
phiegmatic cast from ats effiets, though it must
Ve remarked, that these bear no proportion to the
smmenee quantity of the drug that 13 used  With
the exception of an unw llhn«vm-ﬂs on the part of
the aptum caters to exert themsely <, which pro-
bably arses partly from n:\mml fazinese the use of

=t annpar to destroy

the Jharcyah cluef ot Hobit, witw cua t
M
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famous in the history of Cutch for the last sixty
years, has, during the whole of his life, indulged
freely in opium, and has suffered so little from its
debilitating effects, that he was last year detected
in ambitious projects against the government, and
banished to his own castle in consequence. He
is now at the age of eighty, paralyzed by years,
but his mind is unimpaired. This ease is not a
singular one; and, on investigation, I am con-
vinced it will be found in general, that the natives
do not suffer much from the use of opium. No
doubt, however, East In&an opium is less dele-
terious in its effects than that which is produced
in Turkey.

It is generally taken' in small cups rubbed up
with water, and the quantities that are swallow-
ed would almost exceed belief. Its stimulating
effects are sometimes very apparent. On one
occasion, I had made a very fatiguing night
march with a Cutchee horseman. In the morn-
ing, after having travelled about thirty miles, I
was obliged to assent to his proposal of halting
for a few minutes, which he employed in sharing
a- quantity of about two drachms of opium be-
tween himself and his jaded horse. The effect of
the dose was soon evident on both ; for the horse
finished a journey of forty miles with great ap-
parent facility, and the rider absolutely became
more active and intelligent.

With the exception of the Jharejah Rajpoots,
the Hindoos of Cutch do not differ from those of
other parts of India. The Jhargjahs are the
aristocracy of the country, and are all more or
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fe<s connected with the fimily of the R0 They
trice their descent from Lacea Gorare, 2 prince
who reigued in Smde a thousand years ago, four
of whove sons, Moor, Oner, Phool, and Muny-
ablice, emigrated intn Cutch, on account of some
finuly dissensons  ‘“Lhe two last had no 1ssue
‘1 he posterity of Moor ended in the third genern
tton at Lacct Phoolinee, whose name 18 still
known and eclebrated throughout this provinee
1rom Oner deecended the present Jum of Nu-
wanuggur, and the Hgipoot Jharejahs of Cutch
Hooenyee, one of lus descendants four hundred
yeats ago, had four sons, Khenjar, Rhayebjee,
Syebjee, and Aleyygee  I'rom the first of theee
the K113 lncally de-cended, und all the pre-
sent Jhareyrhs, with 4 few exceptions, who clam
still lugher birth, densve therr ongin from the
ather three *

‘Lhereare bout two hundred and fifty Jharepsh
cluefs in Cateh Al of them hold their lands in
feu from the Rvo, as their hege lord, for services
they or their ancestors hnve performed, or for
relationship to hus family  They are termed the
Bhyaud, or brotherhood of the Rno, and are Ius
hereditary advicers.  On any male cluld bemng
born 1 les ighness's family, a portion of the

DI R Lo F— V.
. .
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. . -

. ' - . -
Men of tho Dewrt wh s unly kn o thero was & sky earth water,

anl fre —M5 Observations Iv James Bnl, g T G <
1839
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royal domains is allotted to him and his succes-
sors. 'The same principle is carried into effect in
the families of the nobles, whose lands are subdi-
vided for the benefit of their relations, who are
called the Bhyaud of the chief. It is evident,
that this system would soon reduce the whole pro-
perty into an immense number of small portions ;
but the barbarity of their customs has afforded
a check to this in the inhuman practice of in-
fanticide. 'This, it is known, is not uncommon
among the Rajpoots of Iydia.. The Jharejahs of
Cutch trace the custom to Jarrah, one of the
posterity of Oner, above-mentioned, from whom
they derive their name, and who first showed
the example, by putting to death seven of his
daughters, some hundred years ago. His de-
scendants, it is to bé feared, have not confined
their practice to females only.

The humanity of the British government since
the period of its connexion with Cutch, has been
much exerted in trying to check this horrid cus-
tom ; but the prejudices which lead to it are so
firmly rooted, and the interest of the Rajpoot fa-
milies is so much identified in its continuance,
that I have no doubt it is still secretly carried on
in the private recesses of the Jharejah’s forts,
where it is impossible to watch them. Indeed,
the returns furnished to the Bhooj durbar show
such an immense disproportion between their
male and female children, that the fact can scarce-
ly be disputed. The infants, it is said, are usu-
ally put to death by opium applied to the breast
of the mother, or are drowned in milk.



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTFR xm

‘The Thareyhs wntermarry with the famihes of
other Rypoots, but s they we 1l descinded
from 3 common Ancestor, they conaider 1t 1ncestu
ous to umite themselves with the v omen of ther
own tribe, 1nd to this unfortunate regulation of
therr ciste mny be attnbuted in a great degree
thesr adherence to mfanticide  Nuns and vestals
meet 1th no respect m Indin society , ndeud,
it 13 a disgrace to 1 woman and her relations of
she 13 not marned and settled with her husband
at an age which woull be conudered childhood
wn Logiland  No r&pectable matches can be
found 1n Cutch or the neighbonning countnies for
the Jharcjah females, and the consiquence un
happily 19, that their preservation only leads to
shme wnd prostitution

‘This 13 an eyl ansing from a state of society
winch the hand of Ommpotence alone can sud
denly smprove though 1t 15 to be hoped, that,
by the continuance of our rule, aud the gradunl
disser wn of enhightened of 5 1t wall
eventually eéase  No government can do rmote
than ours s done to suppress infintiesde, and
the treaty of 1819 with Cuteh, 1s a proof of
the extraordinary sacrafices which hm e been made
to gan tlns olyect. By a provision n that do-
cument, v ¢ engaged separately to protect the pos-
gesstons of all the Jharejih chiefs, on their con
senting to preserse their female chuldren, thus
entering into & treaty not onfy with the prince of
the country, but al<o with two or three hundred
of ns nobles and thereby cementing an allnce
from w Juch, how ¢y er detrimental to onr interests,




tes FROTEOTINY TNy e HArTLY

#F rtents o ooar Bnarees, e ran never e pe
;x*}"‘5~ £ et slmee to ndd, that infun.
fobe, b, {repetratad, practiosd o peeretly
rr 2o dely s detis ting ATE: pﬁmf of the }‘Ti(’;*
ar ] enn ity of the Cateh Hajpoots, T may hiers
rrentior, that ot the haatle of Jarruh in 1362
they poonrred 2l thedr women and chiblren,
arenyr e e ceh erad thimeands, to prevent their
{atlim frsta the hands o the Stpdian. *

Thedhan abe e o tradition that, when they
Gt entercd Cuteln, thee were Mabowmmedanes, bat
thsr tu o hatdretd }t’;‘.?“ Ciftersards, when the
wiole peiver of the eonntry waein their hands,
they reamed the momae asd cwstums of the Hin-
deves atel they litve bevn con<ddered Rajpoots
voer rinee, Iyon relizien which admity of ne
g pten, this b aetimiching: but the etary seeme-
e i supported by rircunsance, They <l re.
tatn weany Mahommelan endms ¢ they take
oxths egually vn the Keron and Shastray: and
thep vedep menetites o the one qmd tometimes (o
the ulhwr on rrﬂﬁvr“?* of Liw nnd momlit}z Th(’}'
eraploy Muserdman eooda, nnd eat from their
batds, and, te erowen all, his Bighnews the Rae,
when he pppears 3o publics alternutely worships
x Hindoo pagodi and & Malommedan

Nue Lacea erected a temple at Bhooj
to the memory of a famous saint of Bacdud, the

Yeeran Peery, about the middle of Jast eentury,
ard hie descendant, Rao Dessul, in person, lays
hi= oblxtions at the thrine generally every Fri-

God in
=i,

& ot Rete far e tind To b deen fullyatlestmtod by 8ir Aler.
fo 11« Jourizlof 1L Toval Adatie Socits for 1834

i
snder Haroes it



INTRODULTORY CHATTER Xy

3y, wineh 13 the Malommedan day of prayer
‘1 he Bliooy durbar fits out a ship annually at
Mandwie to convey pilgrims to Mecca, who are
fod and supported during the voyage by the liber
abty of the Rao, aud, although this s withont
doubt a remnant of the Mogul sway, and was, I
beliese, the tenure by which the 80y ereigns of
Cutch held their domuions from the Delhi em
perors, the fact of 1ts being still maintamed 152
proof, with the others, of thc anomalous opinion=
which the Jhareyahs cntertain on the subject of
religion L he royal Rauly of Cuteh have never
objected to form matnimonial alhances with Ma
hommedans when the match was suitable, or
when 1 political object was to be ganed  Rao
Geare gase one of s female relations in marriage
to Vecan Surufraz Khan, 1 prince of the house
of Calora i Sinde, and more lately Kesser Bhye,
the mister of Rao Bharmuljee, was united to the
Nawaub of Joonathur

The Mahommedans of Cutch are of the same
degenerate caste as 1s to be found thronghont the
western side of India The only class particu
larly worthy of notice, 13 being pecubar 1o halaty
and customs, 18 the Meeanthe, who have of It
attracted attention by thesr plunders and depre
dations  "The Meeanahs clum the same descent
as the Jharejahs, and boast, that, while the Iat
ter became ay to the Mdiommedan creed,
they remamed steady in the futh e this as 1t
may, they have Jost all the honour and respeetas™
Dality of the R-ypoots, a n, from tt
immemonal, a body o ara
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ready on all occasions to take advantage of the
troubles of the state to commit their outrages.

It may excite surprise that during so many
centuries these plunderers should have been per-
mitted to remain as a scourge to Cutch’ but the
question is solved when we find, that, though al-
ways injurious to the people, they were frequently
useful to the government, under whose standard,
at the season of exaction and oppression, they
generally ranged themselves, and from which,
even they have at various times received grants
of land. ~ As an instance §f their services, it may
be mentioned, that the immense army of the
Nawaub of Ahmedabad, which invaded Cutch in
1718, was forced to evacuate it, chiefly from all
its supplies being cut off by the Meeanahs.

The vigour of Futteh Mahommed's govern-
ment required less assistance from outlaws, and as
their depredations had arisen to a height formerly
unknown, at the confused period at which his
power commenced, one of his first measures was
to endeavour to extirpate them from Cutch. In
this he nearly succeeded ; but of late years, several
of them returned, and lived in villages among the
hills, peculiar to themselves, where they obtained
a scanty subsistence by cultivating the fields. The
unfortunate seasons of 1823 and 1824 forced
many of them to emigrate into Sinde, where, unit-
ing with other adventurers, they formed them-
selves into bands, and made forays into Cutch,
several of the villages of which they burned and

plundered. _
The reappearance of plenty in 1825 has brought
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Pck many of them to their fields, which the
Temty of government now allows them to retam
unmolested , while the others have esther fixed
therr residence in Sinde, asaiting a favourable
opportumty to renew their mcursions, or have
pud the penalty of their ofiences agmnst the
durbar  ‘Lhe bold and determined manner in
vhich most of the latter have met their fate at
the place of execution 15 worthy almost of an
tiquity, and certanly of a better cause  One of
their chiefs, named Ognmh, was captured by a
detachment of our troops in a skirmish 1 Apnil
Jast, and was shortly after blown from the mouth
of o cannon, according to the usual custom of
capstal pumehment i Cuteh  Though emacinted
with confinement and the pain of ns wounds, he
stepped forward to meet dcath in this appathng
shape, with lus spint undauntud, and after see-
g some of his companmons blown to atoms,
resolutely walked up to the instrument of s de-
struction, to which he dechined fo be tied, and
placing Ius body to the muzzle, demanded per-
mssion to be s own executioner  The remnant
of these “ Cluldren of the Mist” stilf retun all
the predatory customs and habits of thewr fore-
fathers, their daning cournge and theiwr adrostness
rendering them « constant object of dread to the
peaceful villager, while the confidence of the
habitants of Cutch s aned

Bntish troops stat’ 1

the frontier
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Postscrrrr.—The above account was written
in 1826, when Cutch was suflering from the de-
predations of these plunderers. Since then, a
succession of good seasons, and a steady and im-
proved system of administration, have altered the
aspect of affairs, and the Meeanahs are now sel-
dom heard of. In 1827, the Bhooj durbar pub-
lished a general pardon for all their past offences ;
a measure as politic as it was merciful, and which
was attended by the happy effect of bringing back
nearly all those who had rgmained in Sinde, while
lately the arrangements entered into between our
government and the Ameers, have left the terri-
tories of Cutch no’ longer a place of refuge for
discontented traitors.
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HISTORY OF cUTCH

»
SECTION I

QUTLINE OF THEL HISTORY OF CUTCH BL{ORE
THE BRITISH CONNLXION

Asour the ninth century of the Christian era, a
bedy of supposed Moosulmans® of the Summa
tribe emigrated from Sinde, and, under the gud-
ance of five brothers, settled in Cutch, of which

® % Extranndiniry ss the fact may appear, 1t 1s statad in (e
Coteh anmals, that these Summas were ongunally Mahommedans
HMuch doubt bangs over tho early bustory of the Jharesabs, but
they ars generatly understood to be a branch of the Jadoo Itay-
foot, (ctuldren of the moon) deccendants of Chrishud, who
wettled finally In the desert on the shoro of Indus, unfer the
Sppellation of Bhuttees snt Sumaichias  Tho Bhuttees are well
fmwn ay the Raypoots of Jessulmeer, and thero can be little
oasonable doubt, Tut tat the Sumaicha branch haviag from
— 2 o 2

-

. .
wullieuan pummas ol “hue 818 UOULLILSI L -
ol Rajpoot stock.” —MS Notes by Captal
Depety Quarter-3aster Goneral, 1638
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by degrqes they acquired the complete sovereign-
ty ; having either by force or fraud expelled, or
subjected to their authority, the aboriginal inha-
bitants, consisting of three distinet classes, Wa-
gellas, Katties, and Wagum Chowras. Four or
five gencrations after their settlement, the de-
scendants of the five brothers assumed the name
of Jharejah, derived from a leader of the tribe
named Jharrah, who set his descendants the ex-
ample of female infanticide, by putting to death
his seven daughters in ong day.

Cutch continued tranquil under their sway for
many years, until the murder of Humeerjee, the
chief of the elder hranch of the tribe, by another
Jharejah, named Jam Rawul. Khengarjee, the
son of Humeerjee, on the death of his father,
fled to Ahmedabad to seek the assistance of the
viceroy, who had married his sister; and this
heing readily granted, a force was sent into Cutch
to reinstate him, as chief of the tribe, in his rights,
which had been usurped by the murderer of his
father. On the approach of the viceroy’s army,
Jam Rawul fled with his adherents to Kattiwar,
and founded the town of Nuwanuggur, which is
possessed by his descendants at the present day ;
and Khengarjee assumed the sovereignty of Cutch
and Moorvee in Kattiwar, with the title of Rao
or Rawul, A. ». 1549. . )

Trom the time of Khengarjee until that of
Rahiden, a. p. 1666, the succession continued
according to the law of primogeniture. Pragjee;
the third son of the latter prince, murdered s
elder brother, Jewajee, and the second brother,
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Naugaliee, having died in the interim, Pragjee,
N e af his futher in 1698, ascended the

* musmud, to the prejudice of his nephesrs, K;asjee,
the sen of Jewajec, and Ka\mee,‘&he son ot iNom-
mhee A7 Sammmoa b
Moor
etain . .
:%k possession of the principal towns m_that dis-
triet, where his descendants have eser since pos-
secsed the chief infinence.  Pragjee was succeed-
ed,n the year 1716, g his son, Goregee, a brave
and enterprizing prince, who had distinguished
himself by his courage and conduct during the
hfetime of his father, but whose reign is not
marhed by any occurrence of note: he was suc.
ceeded by his son, Rao Daisal.

Rao Daiswl ascended the throne, A. v. 1719
At no period was Cutch so respectable a3 during
his rule.  He not only repelled four armies de-
epatched from Ahmedabad by the emperor's de.
puty, to enforce the payment of tribute, but sent
bis troops aeross the frontier, and established
military posts in Sinde, Parkhur, and Ohhamun-
del, by which steps he checked the predatory
horse from the two former quarters, and piracy
at the latter.  He also took possession of various
towns and villages along the southern coast of
the Gulf of Cuteh, 10 which he laid claim on ac-
connt bf his relationship to the Rajah of Moor-
“‘e;.nnd, notw:thstanding all these expensive
exertions, gxclusive of many improvements he
?dmﬂl onin his own tetritories, he died at an

vaneed age, leaving o treasury well atocked
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live generations after their settlement, the de-
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ample of female infanticide, by putting to death
his seven daughters in ong day.
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father. On the approach of the viceroy’s army,
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Prage,

Nongayee, kaving died 1 the mterinh,
::‘mm'm of Ius father 1n 1698, ascenl%ed t:ce
musnud, to the Yrqudxce of‘l\us ne%\\e\v;,n O;a:']on,
ce, the son of Non-
the won of J ewjee, imi ‘]\ha :37 e e ot
I. . ‘
- -~ Lbamgmain 1 {1 4

[

Bsmaelf b; us ‘::o:mge and conduct durmg the
Lfetime of W father, but whoee reign 13 nob
‘marked by any oceurcence of nate he was st~
ceeded by Tus *on, oo Dasul

Rao Dawnl ascended the throne, & » 1719
At no peniod was Cuteh so respectable 33 during
hsrote  He not only repelled four arones de-
wpatehed from Ahmedabad by the emperor's de
guty, to enforce the payment of tnbate, but sent

is troops across the frontier, and establs hed
mihtary posts i Sinde, Parkbur, and Okhamnn-
del, by which steps he cheched the predatory
boree from the two former quarters, and piracy
atthe latter He al o took possession of various
towns and willages along the southern coast of
the Gulf of Cutch, to which he lasd claim on ac-
connt of Tus relabionshup to the Rajak of Vioor-
ste, and, notw dmg all theve
g;rmz“dm' exclumve of many mprovements he
adr.‘m u:;nn s own' terntones, he died at an

3g2, leaving a treasury well stoched
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with money. The latter ten years of his life
were embittered by the unkindness of his son, the
Prince Lacca, who threw him into confinement,
and also had his celebrated minister, Sett Deokurn,
assassinated.

Lacca assumed the supreme authority about the
year 1745, 'The character and forms of the dur-
bar were entirely changed by the luxurious and
extravagant splendour that were introduced dur-
ing his reign, which lasted about ten yeats after
the decease of his father, The advanced posts
placed by Rao Daisul in Farkhur and Sinde were
driven out; and his son, afterwards Rao Gore,
rose in open rebellion against him. Iither two
or three ministers were put to death during this
reign. Poonjah Sett, the son of the celebrated
Deokurn Sett, minister of Rao Daisul, was dis-
graced and dismissed; and the Prince Gore re-
tired to, and resided at, Moondra for the last
seven years of his father’s life. Forces were
frequently sent against him, but were invariably
unsuccessful ; and although none of the neigh-
bouring powers attempted to invade Cutch in
Rao Lacea’s time, and his whole strength was
therefore disposable, yet it was in vain. exerted
to subdue the rebellion, headed by his own son,
in the very heart of his dominions. He also
made an abortive attack on the town and fort of
Terah in the Abbrassa, the patrimony of Soom-
rajee Jharejah, in which he was beaten off, and
obliged to return to his capital discomfited.

On the death of Rao Lacca, his only legitimate
son, in 1760, Gore, was unanimously acknow-
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Jedged, although Ius father had tried to secure
the acee ston for one of his numerous llegitimate
children  Toomyh Sett, as seon s he heard of
Rao Lacea’s death, hastened to Bhooy, 1 the
expectation of bemng made mmster , but he was
treated with undisguised conterpt and hostility
and hearimg that 2 plot had been formed to as-
sasnate him, he fled to Sinde, and the situation
he had aspired to was filled by a distant relative
of s own called Jeewun Seit Cutch was mvad-
«d no Jeos than four times by the Simdians dunng
this reign, and on ex®h of these occasions, the
country was decolated and plundered, although
the mvaders dud not succeed 1n formmg a per-
manent settlement "Two of the wroads were
headed by Gholam Shah Calora person, and
tno of them by lus von Meean Surnfraz Khan,
'thc‘fumer wished to compel the Rzo tn mra

ww wy wnu alVlAmM Shah
w3 ghd, on hus <econd nvasion, to content him-
:31]! W ll}l thT daughter of the chnef of Ibauker,
os¢ family stood nest 1n
koo Iy pretensions to the
e
of
{z: NI 10 engaged mercenres fonm

5, W 1au il DOV been fi
‘lm}x:p.h Sett, (who ﬁrst;:stlgated Gholalcn“Sb:l:
o the attack, but afterswards repented, and per-
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suaded him to return to Hyderabad,) it seems
from all accounts probable that the Cutch go-
vernment would then have been subverted. When
the Sindians retired, Poonjah Sett was made
minister ; but soon after the Rao presented him
with his own hand with a bowl of poison, and
ordered him to drink it in his presence, merely,
because he had recommended an adherence to the
articles of the treaty. His son Deojee Sett ac-
cepted the office of minister about three years sub-
sequent to this, and likewise met an untimely fate
by poison. < .

On quitting Cutch, Gholam Shah left a garri-
son of 5000 men at Luckput Bunder, which was
then a petty town. He also proceeded to build
an embankment to prevent the waters of the
Indus from falling into the sea throngh the eastern
branch of that river, which passes close to Luck-
put ; and by this unjustifiable act he converted a
fertile plain, which yielded from rice cultivation
a revenue of eight lacs of cories annually to the
Bhooj durbar, into a dreary salt marsh. When
Gholam Shah died, his son Surufraz Xhan re-
called his troops from Luckput, but, as before
stated, he twice after this entered Cutch with a
considerable force, and devastated a great part of
the country before he quitted it.

‘The garrisons on the part of Cutch in Bal-
lumba, and other places, on the northern coast of
Kattiwar, were expelled by the dependants of the
Jam about this time; and, instead of resenting
these injuries, or. at least attempting it, the Rao
gave up his whole time and thoughts to the most
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unheard of eruelty and wnsuality o kgt
body of negroes about hix percon, who allow wd w
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from his infaney to hear of and sec scenes of
blondshed and viee; and he quickly afforded
proof that he was a most apt scholar in such
matters, and needed not the dying exhortations
of his father to revenge his mother's infidelity on
the tribe (Lohana), to which her paramour be-
longed.  IMe very soon replaced the negroes who
had been turned out or destroyed some years be-
fore; and with their assistance he put'to death
in one day the minister Dewichund, together
with his three brothers, Qnd above two hundred
of their followers.

A Banian minister was next set up under the
auspices of a negro jemidar, named Mecraj; but
these ill-assorted authorities soon quarrelled.
Parties arranged themselves.on cach side; and
whilst the Rao was indnlged in the inner apart-
ments with a few companions in deeds of ‘aban-
doned lust and profligacy, the palace: was daily
deluged with the blood of those who were con-
tending for his favour. Some of the most des-
perate of the negroes were banished, and others
put out of the way by poison, which, it is even
asserted, the Rao himself mixed .with their food,
to rid himself of their continual importunities ;
but those who remained of this class had influence
enough to obtain the Rao's order to destroy the
Banian, which was done without delay in the
public durbar. .

On hearing of these proceedings, many of the
district officers affected to consider themselves
freed from all allegiance to Bhaoj. Mandavie,
however, and some other important places, con-



IISTONY OF €t TCIL 0

tinucd obedient to the 1o, who hawing recently
adapted the Mu sulman religion, resols ed to foree
Ins suljeets to follow s cxample, wlnch he deter
mined to do by destroying Al the Hindoo tem
ples ind image«  "Lhis mad project be first tried
at Mand w1, whether he had gond for the express
purposc , but the Brahmins wnd Bamnne, who
‘ - on, oppoced
1err mode of
o trg™t on
thameelves  “Lhe Rag to et them clearly com
prehend how eareless *( w1s of such denunenn
tions, drow hus sword and wounded fivc or a1x of
t'llem before Jus nttendints conld smze his hnd

to opposc the miscreintsw ho liad g Ldly hastened
to curry the R1o's orders anto exeention  In the
meantime, the Rao was himself m great danger
from the (x2«purated fiehings of the mhalitants,
who attached him and Ins eccort, and obligid
them to make 1 rapid ritreat to Bhooy, where,
as a com (neation for the disappointment he had
met with, and the oppoation oficred to lnm at
Mandasie, I adopted the plan of moving 1bout
the streets haluted 15 1 fuhecr, nd accompamed
by a body of his negroes, who put every man
whom they met to death, unless he was able and
willing to repeat the Mahommedan credd

Tt now ! cexme notorious that the Rao was de

Traza” con stsinsacnfen onooft! raumler tatlh
Tloond may rest on the ead of 11 ar oppres or
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ranged : and after two or three attempts to place
him under restraint, in which measure his brother
Bhyjee Bawa and the ladies of the palace con-
curred, he was scized by a body of troops which
hud been secretly called in from Anjar.  In one
of the various unsuccessful attempts made to
recure his person, which he constantly baffled
through the vigilance and ferocity of his negroes,
the then minister Kotaree Waga, and above
three hundred people, were destroyed in cold
blood in ene of the palacgyards, by the Rao and
his desperate associates. $rom this time the Rao
wns lodged in confinement; but his brother
Bhyjee Bawa being too young to assume the di-
rection of affairs, the government was conducted
by twelve commanders of mercenary troops, who
appear to have been all Mabommedans, and who
were guided by the authority of Dhosul Vain,
the principal member of their body.

Among these leaders was Futteh Mahommed,
a native of Sinde. This person appears to have
been endowed with capacity and courage. Find-
ing the government of Dhosul Vain at once weak
and odious, he successfully intrigued with the
{roops, with the ministers by whom the civil
business of the government was still conducted,
and with some of the Jharejahs; until, in the
year 1792, be was enabled to expel Dhosul Vain
and his colleagues, and to transfer the reins of
government into his own hands. He conducted
the affairs of Cutch with firmpess and ability for
ten years, until Bhyjee Bawa, in whose name he
administered the government, became of age, and
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began to feel the hardship of s exclu ton from
the regency Iunsra) and the other munssters
who were diesatisfied with the predommance «f
I utteh Viahommed, avuled themselves of this
feching, 1nd geining the opportumty of his casual
b ence from the capital, they carried off Bhyjee
to Mandavie, of wlnch Ifunsry #as at thit time
m charge  Lhe wenlth and respectable charicter
of Hunsryy, the junction of the other mimsters,
and the popular manners of Bhyjee, joined to the
goodness of hus cauce, <oon drew the mority to
lus party , wiile Tulteh Mahommed was glad
to abandon Bhooy and to compromi<e his clum
to the admimstration for the possecsion of the
fort and dependencies of Anjir

‘Lhe death of Bhyjee, which happened 1n 1802,
«1x months after the revolution, restored the as-
cendney of 1 utteh Mahommed Hunsrywasa
merchant, and s w ealth wnd populanity werein
sufliczent to make up for the want of hnowledge
and confidence 1n military 2ffurs  Iewsthdrew
to Mandavie, lewing Bhooj to be captured by I'ut-
teh Mahommed wiule T uckput Bunder, Moon-
dra Ditta, and Seesagud with their districts, re-
mained 10 the hands of independent chiefs,* who,
although three of them profe sed Mahomme-
damsm, werc all close econfederates of Hunsry
Lhese parties were supported entirely by ther
mercenary troops, consisting of Artbs, Sindces,
and Mussulmans of Cutch  1he Jharejahs ap-
perr to hwve posseesed but hittle weight, and to

* Mahommed Meyan Sotah who enacted 56 prom nent & part
aeraands masone of these and alia Mol k Vahommed

Pl
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have taken little interest in the struggle; some
remained at their forts entirely neutral, others
served the contending parties for pay; and al-
though the Ruo’s parson was in the hands of
Yutteh Mahommed, and Hunsraj had not even
the shadow of legitimate authority, the greater
part of the Bhyaud were entertained in his ser-
vice, or attached to his party. Tutteh Mahom-
med proceeded with vigour against such of these
ag came within his reach ; he fomented their fa-
mily quarrels; he besieged their forts; he levied
contributions on various pretences, as well to fill
his treasury as to gratify his revenge.  His neces-
sities obliged him also to impose numerous and
severe tuxes and fines on the merchants and ryots ;
but although these proceedings naturally created
general discontent, there seems to have been no
attempt to form any combination against him. He
continued to govern the capital and the greater
part of the Rao’s territories, and to carry on de-
predations on the possessions of his rivals until
his death ; and the name of the “Jemidar” is now
as much respected in Cutch as that of any of the
Raos, his predecessors in authority. The death
of Tutteh Mahommed took place in 1813 ;—it
was preceded Dy that of Hunsraj, and shortly
followed by that of Rao Rahiden.
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SLECTION IT

1ROM THE COMMENCEMENT O TIIE DRITISIE CON
AI'XION TO TilE COMCLUSION OF THL TREATY
OF 1816

We hve now arnved 1t 4 stage 1n the Histor
of Cutch when 1ts connexion with the Rntish
Government forms the chief pat of the detul,
and 1t 13 here necexery, before procceding to re-
Inte the consequences of the death of Tuttch Ma
liommed, to reyvert a little, in order to trace the
varous negotiitions which took place At one
of the periods, 1801—“2, when Hunsry the gover
. B LS | T ~ Tad ci = e 1

the purpose of allaymng the disensions between
mself and 1 uttch Mahommed, which destroyed
the puiace of the country, 4nd, to obtan this
mediition, he oflered to cede Cuteh to the Mo
nonritle Company, provided the capital was re
servedd for the residence of the 1o, and arrange-
menta were made for the future support of his
Ihighuess  Duning the nest two yiary, another

AN
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proposal yas received at Bombay to subsidize a
body of British troops for the protection of Cutch,
which was followed also by a third a short time
after (1804), in which both Hunsraj and Futteh
Mahommed concurred.

But it was not the policy nor wish of the
British government to form any closer alliance
with the state of Cutch than what would merely
gain for its own subjects, and those of its allies,
protection against the unruly dependents of the
Rao: and, accordingly, the only agreements en-
tered into with the “chicftains ahove-named, in
1809, were a provision for the suppression of
piracy, which had been carried on to a great ex-
tent from all the northern ports; and another
for the security of Kattiwar and Guzerat, by a
stipulation that none of his Highness's troops
should cross to the eastward of the Runn or Gulf
of Cutch. In return for these engagements, the
British government undertook to adjust the.set-
tlement of some pecuniary claims made by the
Bhooj durbar on the Jam or Prince of Nuwa-
nuggur, hut declined to interfere further in the
affairs of Cutch than merely to warn the govern-
ment of Sinde against any attempt at the conquest
of that country which the Ameers had shown a
disposition to effect. .

These arrangements, unfortunately, did not ac-
complish the object of the English government.
The shores of Cutch continued to swarm with

irates, who committed their depredations in the
most audac¢ions manner, and to the interruption
of all commerce. Sewiraj, the son of Hunsraj,
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who had succceded his fither in the command of
Mandavie, encournged thee ontrages by conniv
ang at the escape of the most daring offenders,
and further added to the evil, by imposing a tax-
on all vessels, not even eacepting thoee furnch
ed with Bntish pasces, which entered the Gulf
of Cutch  Several of the Company’s cruzers
were employed 1 cheching these piracies, but
they, nes ertheless, increased to such an extent,
that the Bombay government at length resolved
to send an agent to remonstrate with the Man
davie authorities, as w31 as to obtain payment of
 sum of money due to the Honourible Company,
and lus Iighness the Gucawar, by Sewira)
Hunery

‘Lhe person selected for this purpose was Cap-
tun James M¢Murdo, a gentleman whose talents
and plichments fully qualified lim for the
difficult tash, A considerable manne force vas
placed at Ins diepoea), and he was instructed to
collect 1nformation respecting the haunts and
strength of the pirites,—a duty which he ac-
comjliched often 2t great per<onnl nisk, and 1 a
manner highly satisfictory to government  Llus
officer had been but 1 few days at Mandavie when
us penetration enibled him to dicover that the
preates not only recen ed protection at that place,
Lut were even permitted to reman unpuniched
under the immedinte ey e of 1 utteh Mahommed
A ehup freighted with property to a conmideratle
amount, belonmng to Shah Darab, a prince of
Cabul, was plundered i the Gulf of Cutch by 8
mecreant named Nachwa Huseun, who™

N
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his ill-gotten wealth to Bhooj, where he was al-
I9wefl to squander it openly in every kind of dis-
sipation.

With Sewiraj Hunsraj, who satisfied all de-
mands, Captain M*‘Murdo was able to come to
an amicable agreement; but matters had scarcely
been settled at Mandavie, when his attention was
strongly attracted to Futtch Mahommed, who
had now also begun to show his disregard of the
stipulation of 1809. Bodies of banditti from the
province of Wagur were daily permitted to cross
into Kattiwar, which they%ravaged and laid waste.
A. Sindee assassin of a British officer, (Captain
Phelan,) whe had escaped from Nuwanuggur,
was employed in the Bhooj durbar ; the notorious
pirate, Nackwa Hussun, with many others of the
same description, were publicly encouraged to
reside in that capital ; and, as if all these viola-
tions of a sacred compact were insufficient, Futteh
Mahommed himself proceeded to lead a force
across the Runn into Parkur, and established a
garrison at Santilpoor, a village on the Gazerat
frontier, with the avowed purpose of extending
his authority in that quarter.

These various infringements of the treaty were
not allowed to pass without a spirited remon-
strance upon the part of Captain M*Murdo, who,
having concluded his arrangements at Mandavic,
had retired to Moorvee in Kattiwar, whence he
reminded the Jemidar of his engagements, and
urged him to maintain th -~ - called on him
to malke restitution of t” ' Shab Darab,
whe b dicited the 1 2 Bombay
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Amvuroment, 1nd mnested aie the s o LT
render of the Sindec murdorer, and the forale,
the only mens of romos s vinost o rri g eope
preron from X uttehs Mahommed hinae Yll" “Thironph
this repreentation the girron at Santig ate vy
withdrawn, and negocintions wepr ML preces for
the pumshment of the W agoue flunrderien, Ko
when Futteh Mahommed died Having thay
supplied the broken link, we new {riwerd by fol
low the rezular chamn of the narrates
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ted by the ties of blood with the Jemidar, and
h.ad not only been the cause of much jealousy to
his sons, but had proved particularly irksome to
ﬂ'leu' 11_1(3ther, Jumalbhye,awomanof an intriguing
disposition, much under the gnidance of Mahom-
med Meyan Sotah, the soi-disant lord of Moon-
dra., one of the most turbulent characters of the
period, to whom she ywas nearly related.” The
angry feelings of these members of his family on
this account had required all Futteh Mahommed’s
decision to restrain them, and they now broke
forth with redoubled 1*io]€nce on his death. On
hearing of that event, Ibraham Meyan instantly
returned from Kunkote, and, under the pretence
of assembling his friends to assist at the ceremo-
nies of his father’s.funeral, he invited Mahom-
med Meyan Sotah, Malik Mahommed, Dossul
Vain, and other Mahommedan officers, to Bhooj,
where a party was immediately formed against
Jugjeewan Mehtah, and a plan entered into for
putting him to death.

Hussain Meyan, Futteh Mahommed’s eldest
son, does not appear to have been entrusted to the
full extent with the designs of these conspirators ;
either'from an idea that he was partial to the in-
tended victim, or that his timid and irresolute
character rendered him unfit, in their estimation,
for any measure which required secrecy and de-
cision. The plot, however, was discovered by
the vigilance of an Arab Jemidar, named Ahya,
who had obtained employment in the service of
the durbar, through the patronage of Jugjecwan,
and who, on hearing of his danger, came boldly
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forward together with his countrymen and de-
clared their umted mntention of def nding the
Mchtal'’s Iifc and property agunct all attack

Matters had reached this cri 15, when o Rn
Inden died, nd an event occurred wlich, from
1ts adding religion to the other causes of di~wn
eron, was calculted to mflame the mge of the
parties to the uttermost 1 hat unhippy prinee,
who had long been confined on account of
£inity, among lus other wild eccentnicaties, hiad
always afficted a fiery zeal for the Mahommedan
faith, and had even at?cmptod, when not under
personal restrunt, to spread it by the sword
throughout Ins domimon=  Lattrly, lus ruvings
had been entirely on the subject of rligion, he
had adopted 11l the austerities of the most devoted
enthustast, nd had left dircctions that s body
should be interred in 1 emall mosque, which ho
had erceted for this particular purpost within the
precinets of the palice A reguest of this nature
was too much tn accordince with the relisions
prejudices of Ibrihum Meyan and lus Mussulman
as octates to be recenved waithandiflrence Lhey
Jost not a moment 1n preparing to guve eflict to
it 1n the mo t open nd <olemn manner, and they
had made every arrangement for the funerl ac
cording to the forms prescnbed by their erced,
when Tuggeewan Mehtah, accompinied by four
or five hundred Rajpoote, foratly sazed the
. 1 [N R TR

. . | .
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the sostigation of the ladies of ’
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viewed t'lm proposed interment in the light of a
p’ruﬁm:ﬂmn. Thrahim Mayvan mnd his party were
vither too mm*h‘ taken by surprise, or had really
nut power ruflicient to prevent, jts completion, and
the shies of Hao Rahiden were deposited with
those of hie ancestors 3 bat it isalmost needless to
auld, that Jugjerwan Melita’s conduct was esteem-
ed by the Mahommedans as an act of atrocious
racrilege s and while it thus exasperated his ene-
mies to the atmodt, and unfortunately excited
apninst hit the gencral feelings of a powerful and
military cliss of the cnmz’mmit)‘, it-bad also the
more fatal effeet, as will afterwards appear, of di-
minishing his popularity with the Arabs, his re-
cott defonders. To this state of affairs, intrigues
immedintely commenced regarding the succession
to the throne, und were carried on with the viru-
lence of party spirit for several weeks. Jugjee-
wan Mehtah and the principal Jharejah chiefs de-
clared in favonr of Ladoba, the lawful son of
Bhyjee Bawa, and nephew of the late Rao Ra-
hiden; while the opposite faction resolved to
elevate Mann Sing, the son of that prinee, by
slave girl. .
Both these competitors were young, and 1gno-
rant of state affairs. Either of the two would have
answored the general purposes of the dahomme-
dan party, who merely wished to place a puppet
on the throne, that they might advance their own
lawless designs, under the cover of  his name and
authority ; and Ladoba, from being the younger
and more legitimate, would in all pmbnb1h§y have
been preferred, had wot the private feelings of
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Thrahm Meymn sotosfired aund fived the clection
on bisml  To explun this cirenmstance, we
must nter Inefly tato the history of ITbrahim
Meyan  About two years before the period at
whiehw ¢ hay e 2een od, that y oungman had formed
an attachment for Iesser Run oo cbom £ w
Liog

tives,

courageu mis stolen vists at the palace The
intercouree between the Jovers wag exposed, by a
Marwarry Jemudar, named Malum ming, to Fut-
teh Mahommed whos? conduct on this occasion
eviaced the supertonity of hus character A con
nexton with the family of the Rao, now easly
withm Ins reach, would hai e added much to his
peromal vespectabslity, and might have been a
mure means of contmmng lis power to his de-
tc;ndants, but he disdained to vurchaea < ch an

18 Te-
e his
. nm
' wou fUt ugt n Wagur On
Iy return to Bhiooy after hus father s death Iben
him Meyan senewed Ins mtmacy with hesser
Bye, at whoee eatreaties he engired to support
her brother s pretensions, ta the exclusion of the
lasful heir  “Mahommed Meyn Sotah receved
a nbe of 50,000 cores, and, by ther untted
1fluence, AMaun Sing was rused to the throne
b5 the name of RNao Bharra, or Bharmulee
u,x\n Orposition appears to have been mide to
18 cloction by the J hareyahs, many of whom re-
muned 1 ther aun po sesaons, indifferent to
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the pacdng events, while the others were either
bribed to eompliznee, or afraid to object. Rao
Bharmulier was cightern vears of age when he
weendwl the throne.  THs previous life had heen
paesvd in the gloomy monotony of the palace, and
his elcvation minde but little change in his situ-
ation. Foxeept on oceasions when he was requir-
ed 1o appear in public as a pageant, he and his
cousin Ladoba were alike kept in striet confine-
utent, where they are raid to have lived together
in terms of the closest intimacy, and even to have
engazed in plans for the Sibversion of the influ-
enee of the Moondra chieftain, who, in the name
of Hus-ain Meyan, soon possessed himself of all
the anthority, and contrived to fill Bhooj with
his mercenary troaps, All that two young princes
s sitwated ware able to attempt, was not likely
to be effeetunl; but the hanghty and overbearing
conduet of Mahommed Meyan Sotah at length
had the effect of rousing the slumbering energies
of Hus~ain Meyan himself, who, disgusted at the
little comsideration which had been shown him,
privately abandoned the Mussulman party, and
made overtures to that headed by Jugjeewan
Mehtah,
Meanwhile the British government had, subs
quently to the death of Jutteh Mahommed, re-
newed its application to Hussain Meyan, who, af-
ter some negociations, requested an agent should
be sent to Bhooj. The person selected’ for this
employment was Ragoba Appa, a man of com-
petent talent and experience, with whom I have
often conversed, and who was directed to adopt
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the most contilmtary demeanour in s intercourse
with the Cutch Goternment  On his arrmal at
Hhooy he found the parties 1 the state jJust de
taded, tnd by hus mterpoution confirmed the re-
new ed fendsbip betn cen the Methah and flus
sun Yeyan, both of whom he found favaurable
1o the object of Ins miswon L he consequence of
Ragoha Appa’s procecdings was an smtahion to
Captamn MVurdo, who was ebll 2t Meorvee,
to vaut Bhooy, and a remonstrance to Huseam
Mevan on the purt of Juggeen an Mehtah, nhe,
as yet supported by the Arabe, and now imepired
with vonfidence by the presence of the Brtsh
agent, declired hus determination not o serve the
Durbar 1 any capaerty till Mahommed \leyan
Sotals was dismiresed  Tusenun Mesan summened
up resolution to comply with the Vehtal's re
quest, but Mahommed Mevan Sotih shoned so
rowdiness to quit Bhooy and even attempted b
theoats and entreaties, to obtun an order forbs
ding the approach of Captun MMurde  Lind
sug hawever, Y efforts unsuctessful he retired
te Moondra sn the greatest indiznstion and dis-
gust  Ibrtum Meyan, theugh equndle hostile
to the measures which had been adopted by s
brother and Jugjeewm Mebtah continued 40
R .

¢ . e

T3 iy watn respect, and finnd Jugyeowan
Mechtah and Huswun Meyan 1ppirently mehiacd
20 be on the most 1mieable terms with the Bratish
Government  Oa the subject of Sntdpore, vlhich

LN
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became a matter of discussion, they excused them-
selves, by declaring that they considered the Cutch
Durbar had a right to send troops to that place:;
the spirit of the treaty of 1809 being, as they un-
derstood it, to prevent incursions into the terri-
tories of the Honourable Company and its allies,
among whom they did not include the Nawaub
of Rahidenpoore, to whom Santilpore belonged.
They acknowledged that Futteh Mahommed had
invited the infamous Nackwa Hussun to Bhooj
after his plundering Pringe Darab’s property, but
denied the value of the effects seized ; there being,
as they asserted, nothing more than a few Persian
ornaments, which they professed their willingness
to restore. The pirate himself, they admitted,
was in the service of Mahommed Meyan Sotah,
from whom they agreed to demand him, and to
deliver him up to the British Government for
punishment. They were further ready to give
up the Sindee assassin, provided he could be dis-
covered in Cutch; and they also confessed the
justice of our demands against-Wagur, to chastise
the plunderers of which province they offered to
send a force, and invited Captain M‘Murdo to
accompany -it. Hussain Meyan freely acknow-
ledged the imbecility of his administration, and
expressed his readiness to accept the mediation
of the British Government, whose good offices,
he said, he had before intended to solicit in as-
sisting to settle the disturbed state of Cutch, and
to enable him to place the resources of the country
in the hands of legitimate authority. o

In conformity with these proposals, which,
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the capital, Ibrahim established himself at Tun-
kote, and encouraged the Belah, and other plun-
derers of Wagur, by every means in his power;
finally, he declared open war against his brother
and the Bhooj authorities, and, together with As-
caran Sa, a troublesome and turbulent character
with whom he had allied himself and Mahommed
Meyan Sota_h, commipted extensive depredations
in the district of Anjar, and forcibly took pos-
session of the town and fort of Futteh Ghud.
While the eastern side of Cutch was thus a prey
to rapine and disorder, Mandavie was also the
scene of contention and hloodshed. Dhosul Vain
and Malik Mahommed, at the instigation of the
Moondra chieftain, made an attempt to wrest it
from Sewiraj Hunsraj, their employer, but were
detected and defeated. Civil war raged with all
its fury ; nor had the durbar any means to check
or suspend its horrors. Three or four distinct
factions divided the country, all of whom joined
only in one object, the plunder of the labouring
and peaceable classes, who were reduced to beg-

ary and starvation by their manifold extortions.
The Wagur banditti, seizing the opportunity, ex-
tended their ravages both at home and abroad.
Sixty villages belonging to the Guicowar and
Peishwa in Kattiwar, had now been destroyed ;
and as no effectual means were taken to prevent
these outrages, the British government at leugth
intimated that their troops, and those of their
allies, would no longer be restrained from follow-
ing the marauders to their own haunts at Wagur;
that the Bhonj durbar would be liable to the
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charges of the equipment of the force to be so0
cmployed, and that certain instalmente, duce to
Iis Iighness, the Rao, by the Jam of Nawanug
gur, would be applied to the indemnification of
the losscs already sustained L his imtimation, on
the part of the Lagheh gosernment, 1dded to the
sttceeses of the Moondra party, which Husain
Meyan had no power to combat, producel u
powerful effct on the weak 1nd timid character
of thit chief After some ‘vacillation, he a1t
length determined to throsw him=clfon the mercy
of lus brother, to whofh, through the infitence of
their mother, he was reconciled, and Cutch be-
came once more at the dicposat of men tnimucal
to Bratish 1nfluence, 1¢ proofs of which, the pro
mase formerly made, that the pirate Huswun who
was now 1 pnisoner at Bhooy shoul1 be delis ered
up, was disremarded —the Sinde murderer was
openly retumed in the service of Ibrabim Moy an,—
and he and lus party adopted evcry means
therr pow er to shon thur indiffirence respecting
the clums which had been preferred

Lhe re unton of thebrotherswasaprelude toa
cruel and barbarous tmgedy  Jugjecwan Mch
tab's habts of buciness rendered hum at first ne
cewsary to them as o mneter, but b offinces
aganst the party now 1n power had been tuo
grievous to be forgis en, and the former resolution
of geercanating him was eoon renened  His po
puhinty with the Arabs had been for some time
graduilly on the dechine  Most of them, 1n fict,
hd nenrred Iarge private debts to um, bewdes
recen ing considerable ads ances of pay from him as



28 SKETCH OF THE

a public servant of the durbar, and they now view-
.ed him only in the light of a creditor, from whose
importunities they were anxious to be relieved.
Under these circumstances, a confidential acent
from Ibrahim Meyan found no great difficulty in
corrupting the popular Jemidar Ahya; and the
whole Arab body finally consented to withdraw
their protection from Jugjeewan, in consideration
of an acquittance of all sums of money which had
been advanced to them from the public treasury,
and a present of G000 cories to each of their lead-
ing officers.* These proc€edings were carried on
with the most profound secrecy; and it is but
charity to suppose that Hussain Meyan was not
made acquainted with them until too late to pre-
vent their fatal effects. The ill-fated object of
the conspiracy did not entertain the slightest sus-
picion of his danger, till the designs of his enemies
were ripe for execution, and he saw his residence
suddenly surrounded and attacked by a body of
armed men, under the command of Ibrahim Meyan
in person, and Jaffeer Sotah, the brother of the
Moondra chief. 'The presence of two such leaders,
whom Jugjeewan had always known to be the
most inveterate of his foes, could leave not a
moment’s doubt on his mind as to the intentions
of the assailants. In despair, therefore, he pre-
pared to make the most determined resistance.
and, supported by his domestics, actually con-
tinued to baffle all attempts to eftect an entrance
into his house for six hours. At the end of that
period, three pieces of ordmance having been
brought to bear on the door, further defence was
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hopeless , and he was i esgled anto 2 capitulation
Ly a promee sacredly given, that he might pro-
ceed to the palice of Futteh Makommed s sons to
pled for his hfe  The ascauit had been eo pro-
tracted, that Ibralum Meyan had retired before
thisunderstanding was entered into, but anegro
Jemidar of some importance in Jus sen 1ce, named
Ibralum Seedee, who was present, and in whose
honour Jugyeewan behesed he could repose con
fidence, having volunteered to become security
for the mamtenance of the pledge, and even to
eacort Jum 1o efety te the presence of Iussam
Meyan, the unfortunate Mehtah went out into
the etreet without hesitation, and accepted his
protection  Tle

tumult and conf

Meyan's readene
- T a a3 cacd vce b g o omgan bam ba gnaa

ordered him to be dispatehed,, a command wich
was mstantly executed by Jaffeer Sotah and Ins
attendants
Larly in the mormng of the same day, Rm

chunder Mehtaly, the brother of Jugyeewan, on
going to pay Ins neual repects at the durbar, had
been entrapped and strangled by order of Ibra-
bim Meyan, who alleged that he had commtted
smade  Another brother, the sole remumng
member of the family, named Kooberjee, who
had fong been in declining health, and who was
probably epared by the asasuns on account of

3
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h1§ utter helplessness and insignificance, havine
witnessed the ruin of his house, determined 1ot
to survive it, and a few days after, caused him-
_self to be buried alive, agreeably to a custom
adopted by Brahmins, of invoking the vengeance
of the Almighty upon those who have oppressed
them. The bloody work of the conspirators being
completed, the Mehtah's house was given over to
the pillage of the soldiery, and the most valuable
part of his property was confiscated to the state,
or rather to the private use of ITussain and Ihra-
him Meyans, who took theadministration of affiirs
into theirown hands, assisted by Mehtahs Wullub-
jee, and Luckmadass. Jugjeewan Mehiah had
been muchrespected at Bhooj, and his murder, un-
der such cruel and afflicting circumstances, excited
great disgust among the inhabitants. Ilussain
Meyan had taken no active or open part in it;
and the odium appears chicfly to have fallen on
Mahommed Meyan Sotah, and his brother Jaf-
feer, who retired to Moondra, in order to escape
the popular indignation, as well as from a fear
that the British government would interfere.
The ferment occasioned by these tragical events
had scarcely subsided, when Ibrahim Meyan was
as snddenly called to the tribunal of Ileaven to
answer for his offences. e had, in concert with
his brother, Luckmadass, and other associates,
appointed a public day, in order to hestow re-
wards and distinctions on his officers, and parti
cularly on those who had assisted him jn the
murder of Jugjeewan Mehtah; and the whole
assembled in great state at IIuesain Meyan's re-
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aidence for the purpose  Amonget those who
preeented themselves, m the hope of obtainmg
notice, was Malum Sing the Mary arry Jemdar,
formerly mentioned 1s hasing betrayed Ibrabim
AMeyans thigue with hesser Bye to Iuttch
Mahommed, and who now urged a claim of many
years service to the durbar for preferment. Ihra
iim Meyan, whase feclings towards the man may
be readily concerved repul ed hum wath ecorn,
and the prossest abuce, which the Marwarry
immediately resented, by stabbing him mortally
an the epot  The sctne that followed may be
smagmed  Hu sun Meyan horror struck, and
expecting to be the neat victim ruched wath
Luckmadaey into another apartment, but thewr
apprehension was soon proved to be groundless,
for the accasain was n tantly cut to pieces, and
1t was never discovered that he had any confede-
Mtes

It 12 genertlly under<tood that VMalum Sing
went to the levee expressly for the purpose of
commutting the murder, and this opinton 19 sup-
ported [y the fact of Ins having carried the wea-
pon wath which he perpetrated 1t crefully con
cealed under Ing clothes into the a sembly  Ie
hald yjust 1efore been relieved from duty at the
palace, anl he was supposed by many to have
been metizated by the Rao, Tut Bharmuljee, who
was then only about eighteen years of age, had
previondy shown no evil dispoation, nor does
there seem any good reason for adling tins ad
ditional nin to s load of enimes  Per<ons who
were well acq d with the characters of the




32 SKETCH OF THE

pat:t_ies, and who were eye-witnesses of the trans-
action, do not attribute it to the provocation that
was-given at the moment ; and Ibrahim Meyan’s
death may probably be referred to his having en-
gaged in an intrigue with a female connected with
the Marwarry Jemidar, whose revenge was no
doubt sharpened by the insults that were offered
to him. Ibrahim Meyan had not attained the
age of twenty-five years when he was assassinated.

From his depraved habits, and total want of prin-
ciple, it is scarcely to be supposed that his death

would be regretted ; but & he was a young man

of great liberality, personal bravery, and address,

and the only one of his family who inherited any

portion of the talent of his father, the old friends

of Futteh Mahommed bewailed his loss, as that

of the representative, however unworthy, of their
Jemidar, and foresaw the immediate ruin of his
house, whose power he himself, from a knowledge
of the characters of his children, had prophesied
would not long survive him.

The murder of his brother excited the greates
consternation in Hussain Meyan's mind. Unable
to distinguish between friends and enemies, he
resigned himself almost to despair, and, with the
timidity natural to his disposition, remained shut
up in his house, guarded by the Arabs.  Jisrus
picions at first fell upon the Rao, whose palace he
ordered to be attacked ; and although his Iigh-
ness solemnly protested his innocence, a body of
Arabs was permanently stationed in the durbar:
while, in order to guard against future conspira-

cies, the Marwarry soldiery in Bhooj, amounting
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to two or three hundred men, were cither mas-
sacred, or expelled from Cutch Al these events
created 1 great sensation throughout the country
"1 he gdtes of the capatal were hept cloed for many
days, and scarcely any communication took place
ameng tho inhabitants  Iussmn Meyans forrs
rendered lum perfectly ineapable of acting wath
calmness or propriety , and the goyernment being
without any efficient head, the Arab Jemidars
usurped the whole authority, and for ashort time
conducted the affuirs of the state, levying for
thetr own use heav y finds and contributions  But
chow, Chowbaree, and Rhapoor, with several
other towns, taking advantage of the imbecility
of the goyvernment, declared therr andependence
of Bhooj, and even apphied for the eupport and
protection of the British  After a time [Tugrun
Meyan, who had nes er dared to appear sn public
nince the ascacunation of his 1rother, sent to 1m
plare the aeastance of Mahommed Meyan Sotah,
who well anare, however, of s unpopulanty,
dechined wiating Yhooy on the plea of mckness,
but added to the troubles of the country, by di
recting his retainers to plunder sz every direction.
Dunng thic state of affaire, the Wagur freebooters
continged thew depredations, and the Bntish go-
pv——a— m— = = P AT LW L L o
gr2ep st any eharce of rupport, and he willing
Iy offered tn grrd an 27est to adjust all dife-
rences.
Bt the 1sapnty of Hoean Meyaa for

3
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government, and the despicable nature of his
character, had of late become but tvo apparent.
The troubles he bad inflicted on the country were
now so grievously felt, that the respectable part
of the community determined to be relieved from
a chief at once odious and contemptible; and the
tide of popular opinion turned entirely in favour
of Rao Bharmuljee, who had secretly been carry-
ing on negociations with Sewiraj Hunsraj and the
principal Jharejahs. Deputies soon arrived from
Mandavie, expressing the readiness of the autho.
rities there to acknowledgh the Rao ; and Sewirgj
himself, with Ascaran Sa and many of the chiefs,
assembled froops in support of his cause. Ilue-
sain Meyan, whom his Arab Jemidars had in vain
attempted to inspire with courage, readily yielded
to the current; and when it became evident that
his cause was unsupported, he made a virtue of
necessity, by entering into a compromise with
Bharmuljee, who, on his consenting to leave
Bhooj, gave him a grant of Anjar, Butchow,
Badurghud, and Knnkote. Ile was then dis-
missed with an honorary dress, and proceeded
to Anjar, whither he was accompanicd by all
the Aral mercenaries, none of whom the new
government would permit to I“em:xin‘at ﬂl:nqj.
By these measures all opposition being termi-
nated, the keys of the city were delivered, with
every formality, to Rao Bharmuljee, who ap.
pointed Sewiraj ITunsraj and Asearan Sa his
ministers; and the country, for the present, wis

restored to quietness. ] )
The British government had awaited the e
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of events at Bhooy, i the hope that a restora
tron of legitimate authorty would lend to an ad-
Justment of therr demands  They now renewed
their appheation to the Rao, ::ml ergrg?ed their
-l o~ - i

woowow L) LLLLD 4Urodr had not hitherto
been bsolutely 1dentified with the plunderers of
Wagur, but Bharmuljec settled the question, by
openly complimenting Sirmanya, the mo<t noto-
Tious of these, with a dress of honour , and he
alo adopted the y alomt stom oF

agent of C1 ) -
the evasive h
deryee Seojee, a horee contractor for the Honour
able Company 2t Mandavie, as the mediator with
the Brstich government.

The tranquillity of Cutch was of short dura
tion  The hereditary chieftan of hushote sud
denly surpriced that town, and espelled Hnsain
Meyar's guerison, Sewury Hunerag and Ascaran
Sa quarrelled before six weehs had elapsed, and
the latter Jeft Bhooy to jon Mahommed Vleyan
Sotily, who had rused the standard of rebeliion
at Moondr, and ws collecting troops from e ery
quarter “Lhe country was once more 1niolved
an fiction 1 confu 1on The Rao ascembled 5
foree, and mov ed aganst Moondra, which he m
reutad at the sametime compelling the anthonties
there to lListen to terms  Mahommed Meyan
Sotah engaged to surrender lus town at the end
of one month, provided his Highness would ym
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n!edi‘ately withdraw his army, and,.in proof of
his sincerity, he delivered up his brother, Jaffeer
Meyan, as a hostage ; but before the stipulated
period had elapsed, Jaffeer Meyan contrived to
escape to Moondra, and assisted his brother in re-
taining that place in defiance of the durbar.

The government of Rao Bharmuljee soon be-
came exceedingly unpopular. His marriage,
which took place on his return from Moondra,
attracted crowds to Bliogj, who were treated by
him and his public servans with great indignity.
He evinced a strong and unaccountable aversion
to the Jharejah chiefs, many of whom had been
instrumental in restoring him to the throne; and
an unwarrantable attack he made on the chief of
Assumbia, whose town he destroyed, and on
whose family he imposed a Jarge fine, gave great
disgust to the whole of these noblemen. Un-
popular as the Rao was in his own dominions, his
ministers determined to raise him enemies from
abroad. A British and Guicowar force had
been ordered to reduce Jooriah in I{attiwar, and
Sewiraj IHunsraj openly supplied the rebellious
authorities of that place with assistance and am-
munition. .

The easy and unexpected reduction of Jooriah
embarrassed the Cutch government much, and

“opened the Rao’s eyes to the danger of his pro-
ceedings. He consequently determined, if pos-
sible, to make his peace, even thus lute, with the
British, and to atone for his offencex. }\‘ gt!x thix
view, he announced his intention of puuwhn}g t.lw
Wagur banditti, and marched into that district
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?ion fqr the past, and a guarantee against future
Incursions, together with the surrender of Sir-
manya’s family, and satisfaction for the insults
offered to the British government in having so
long delayed, under frivolous pretences, to send
an envoy to settle all disputes, as well as for the
offensive manner in which the native agent had
been forced to leave Bhooj. To these points an
explicit answer was' required within a given
period ; and in order clearly to evince the inten-
tions of the allied governments, an army compos-
ed of British and Guicowar troops, under the
command of Colonel William East, C. B. and
Wittul Row Dewanjee, was ordered to advance
to the border of the Runn. ‘
Rao Bharmuljee permitted the specified period
to elapse without sending any answer to these de-
mands, although, a few days after, he addressed a
letter to Captain M‘Murdo, couched in general
terms, and without any allusion fo the articles in
question. In consequence of this evasion, the
combined- troops crossed the Runn at Vensair, and
advanced to Wandiah, the chief of which, and
many others, immediately threw-themselves on
the mercy of the allied governments. Proposals
had previously been made by the Mandavie and
Moondra authorities, both of which had now
thrown off their subjection to Bharmuljee, and
ywith them Captain M‘Murdo lost no time in en-
tering into a communication, in order to prevent
a re-union with the Durbar. He addresseda letter
to the Rao, expressing an eager d.esire that matters
might be amicably settled, and still begging agents
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summons, and these apparently with no warlike
intentions.

Colonel East’s force advanced to Bheemasir,
within three marches of the capital and one of
Anjar, without any show of opposition. The in-
tention of Captain MMurdo had been to proceed
directly to Bhooj, and there to enter into such a
treaty as would meet the wishes of his govern-
ment; Dbut this arrangement was entirely changed
from the detection of one of the most treacherous
and cowardly acts that ever was recorded. On
the arrival of the army at®Bheemasir, it was dis-
covered that a large quantity of wheat, and it is
said arsenic, had been thrown into the tank on
which the troops chiefly depended for water ; and
information was at the same time received that
all the wells in the direction of Bhooj were poison-
ed in a similar manner. Although suspicions at
first attached to Rao Bharmuljee, it was. soon
ascertained that the perpetrators of this atrocity
were horsemen from Anjar, and that the more
immediate agent was Hussain Meyan. Under
these circumstances, it became clear that the army
ought not to proceed without due caution; and
it was necessary, as a temporary measure, to take
possession of some post that would secure a con-
stant communication with the friendly shores of
Kattiwar. Hussain Meyan was accordingly call-
ed on to permit the occupation of Anjar, and its
tributary fort of Toona, on 'the sea sxd.e, by a
British garrison ; but as he objected to this pro-
posal, the force advanced, and a battery was erec-
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ted agunet Anjar, which did not surrender uatil
a breach had been rendered pricticable  Hussam
ey was aflon ed to reman ynpumshed, and
has mnce lived 1n obscursty at Mooriee, chiefly
on the changy of the Bhooy durbar
" On the reduction of Anjar, which was m-
wediately followed by that of Toona, Captan
MYurdo again addreesed the Rao, explaining
the canse and necessity of the measures which ha(}

Pann a1 o

P
« v sunisnuer of the towns, ‘Mahommed

Meyan Sot1h made hs submission 1 pereon at
the Britrch cvmp, and letters were recewved from
the Rao, and Sewira) Monwra) of 2 conaliatory
niture

Under the impressson that Bharmuljee’s oecu-
pation of the throne was considered an usurpa
tion by the chuefs and inhabrtants, 2y well, per
fiape, 23 from some regard to the nghts of legiti-
macy, Captan MNMurdo had been wetructed to
ascertain the fechogs of the Tharejahs towards
Tadoba, and sf theee were favourable, to enter
wto a treaty wath that pnnce, as the Jawful Rao
of Cateh  No dispouition unfav ourable to Bhar
mulje was honever evipeed 1n any quarter, and
Wt coneiquently only remained to ‘commence the
necceaary negociations with lum

It was only on the arnval of the Brtish army
av Tackoond, within a few mides of the caputal,
that agents armved from Bhooj, expressing the
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willingness of their master to agree to the pro-

posed terms. The Rao then delivered a bond,

with the security of the principal Jharejahs for

twenty lacs of rupees, in payment of all demands,

besides a promise of two lacs of coriesasa yearly
tribute; and, after several negociations, a treaty

of amity and alliance was concluded between the

governments, of which the principal articles, in-

dependently of the compensation for past, and

security against future depredations, on the part

of the durbar, were an eggagement on our part

to reduce Wagur, &c. to the subjection of the

Rao, and the cession of the city and distriet of
Anjar to the DBritish government, in virtue of
which, Captain M‘Murdo remained at that place

as collector and political resident in Cutch.
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SLCTION 111

FROM TIE CONCIUSION OF TIE TRTATY OF aniv,
TO THE CONCIUSION OF THE TRFATY OF piin

‘I'ne terms of the new treaty were highly advan-
tageous ta the 1ae Bharmuljee  Ihstitle to the
throne, howes er dubiouy, was now achnowledged
by the only power in India which could piveit
stability ; Wagur was reduced under subjection
by the British troopsin the course of a few weehss
and 2 yearly aseement, in his name, as lord
prramonnt, was laid on its cliefs, at the rate of
forty corics for every plough “The refractory
authorities of Mandavie, Moondra, Seeeaghud,
Bateh o, &c. secing the aspect of allaies, at once
eubmitted , and Bharmuljee found his countrsy,
for the firet time, free from open faction, and
Bimeelf in undisputed rovercignty.

Of the tw enty Ies of rupees, claimed in name
of indemnification and expensex, the Britich go-
sernment shortly aftersandy remitted their own
portion, amounting to above eight hundeed thou-
sand, together nath the yeurly trilnte of two
lacx of cories; a hiberality which at fint equaily
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surprised and delighted the Rao, who found no
great difficulty in raising the remaining halance
by fines on his refractory chieftains, and demands,
under the title of voluntary contributions, from
those who had long enjoyed the revenues of the
country. Mahommed Meyan Sotah was the
only one of these who declared his inability fo
afford pecuniary assistance; but the Bhooj go-
vernment eventually found means to obtain from
him nearly six lacs of cories. '
Tranquillity being thus restored in Cutch, the
British troops, with the exteption of a small gar-
rison stationed at Anjar, evacuated the country ;
and the durbar was left free to adopt its own mea-
sures. Luckmadass Wullubjee, already-spoken
of as the confederate of Hussain Meyan, hecame
minister, with the assistance of Nuthoo Mehtah:
and the military advisers of the Rao were Jhare-
jahs Nonghuljee of Vinjan, and Pragjee of Kotree.
None of these men were favourably inclined to
the British interests, nor could much confidente
be reposed in them. Luckmadass, a proud aud
narrow-minded Brahmin, though a*man of talent,
had been accused as an accessary in the murder
of Jugjeewan Mehtah, and Jhargjah Pragjecwhs
known to be faithless and treacherous. Luckily
for Bharmuljee, however, <he found an able and
sincere adviser in his sister Kesser Bhye, a young
lady who possessed considerable ability, and who,
for a time, was able to guide his conduct, by the
maxims of prudence and moderation. X
The British interference in Cuteh had given
great offence, and occasioned much apprehension
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to the Ameers of Sinde, whoze jealousy and fears
were not allyed Ly the repeated explinations
they had recenved from Bomtay  1hey immeds
ately despatched messengers to Bhoo), ostenatly
to negocnate the payment of 1 sum of money due
at I1yderabad, by a merchant of Luckput, but,in
reahity, to intngue with the Rao, and represented
the circumstance of our huwing sent o force into

£ 4 o #) o gt aenmmaratad 1ol s 4n 41 - e

preme povernment of Indin  Intelligence was
goon after recen ed at Bombay of preparations for
the aesemblage of a force at Shikarpoor, and
vanous rumours were afloat of the march of the
Afghaun army towards Sinde  But the Sindin
ambaedore, en their arnval at Bhooy eoon di
vulged their real olject. ‘Lhey represented to
thedurbar the danger of forming a connexion with
neighbours <o powerful as the Bntidi, and they
1ven went #o far as to inununate that, in case of
necesaity, the army of the Ameers wasat the dis-
posal of Rro Bharmuljee  No means were left
untried to break up the athance, but the Cutch
government, fortunately for italf, and whatever
may haye been ats read feelinge, was proof aguinst
thetr eolicatations, and the vaheds returned ty
yderadad without having gained any ajparunt
olject

111 miesion from Sinde, how ey er, to the Tihooy
darlar wa< soon followed by a remonstrance from
the hing «f Catul humeelf to the governor gene
ral of India . 1n wlich, after expresung lus con



46 SKETCH OF THE

viction, that the invasion of the Rao's terrifories
was unsanctioned by his lordship, his Majesty
proceeds to claim for himself the sovereignty of
Cutch, and to require the renunciation of all jn-
terference with that country as a component por-
tion of the Afghaun dominions. A letter from
the vizier Futtch Ihan Barukzye, which accom-
panied the king’s communication, was still more
explicit. It stated, that © news at this time has
been brought to the royal feet, that some 1‘crin-
gees of the English tribe, having more boldness
than discretion, have show:i a disposition to create
disturbance, and have extended the hand of cn-
croachmont to the country of Cutch, which is the
trontier district of the royal dominions. On hear-
ing of this, the mind of his majesty was disturh-
ed with anger, and his royal mandate was issued,
that letters should be dispatched to all the Nazims
of the provinces of the kingdom, enjoining them
to, be prepared, and to expect the receipt of fur-
ther orders.” The vizier proceeds to say, that,
“ if the people in question should not be restramn.
ed, and if intelligence of a similar ocenrrence

should again reach the king, that two lacs of

Douranies and Llats, four dustahs of Imacks and
Tymoorias, Huzaralis as numerous s ants :mf}
grasshoppers, the fribes of (wlnbt:s, and A n.durm‘s,
and Tonkas, and Makooz, and Xhockluuies, and
Kohistanies ; the armies ('omposcfi of tl;}‘ WKhus.
selbashees, and Moghuls, and Kanwaries, and
Toorkalans, and Shurnwaries Husmud Rhatick,
and the Bungoes great and smully, and the n:l‘tu?.
dyes, and the Robaus, and fhe Mahmoodzyes,
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and the Yoozafzyes both of the ills and of the
plins, and the mcn of Nagron and Aman, and
the Nuwab Suboolund hlan ruler of hutch
Wallinh, 1nd the governor of the Derthe, nd of
Maoltan, and the army of Beloches, Burohooe
and Muzart, 1nd Rol unood Dowlah, and Amee
rood Dowlh, with the Beloche army, and 2 trun
of artillery, and 1 Shahn Rhanch —all the<e
forces, numerons as the wases of the eea having
collected agreebly to the royal orders, will sur
round these people, and anmlilate them and
fraend<hap will beat in*nd Tt 15 best, therefore
that you should prolubit them “nd restrain them
from these improper proceedings ™

This hagh sounding epistle, tozether with the
formudalle muster roll of s Mayesty s forces,
n 22 not ikely to exeste much alarm 1n the mind
of the Marquis of Hastings, who conaidered it, or,
at all ey (ntx, determined to treat the whole as for
gy Ths Torddup addreseed n frienlly reply
to the vizier, 1n wlnch he declared his convaction
thit the communications from Cabul were the
fabricition of persone 11l dieposed to Loth states
who rou hit to «mlral them with a view to ob-
tain some Fenefit to themechee, reminded ham
that Cuteh bal never at any time formed part of
the domumons of the Af_bwun monarchy ¢ and
startly explaned the ol ject of the Hntich inter
[ nnee, alling that he necesanly buieved the
Tutter fetstious, sined De was too well apprized of
the knoawled, e expenience, and s1gacity of Tutteh
hian to mmaane that he could concene the
Bt h Government woull f £ n moment be 1n
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fluenced by any display of force, and that his in-
formatan was too enlarged not to know, that
though it does not misuse its strength by wan-
tonly_trespassing on its neighbours, it has never
peen attacked without destroying those who un-
justly assailed it. Co

The state of affairs in Cabul was, however,
somewhat changed before his lordship’s reply
reached that kingdom, and the messenger who
conveyed if, after having been detained several
weeks as a prisoner, by a detachment of Runjeet
Sing’s army, overtook the vizierat Peshavur ready
to take the field against the Sikhs, who were
threatening the frontier at Attock. Futted Xhan,
with that adroitness which native diplomatists
generally display, immediately resolved to turn
the letter to account, and with the view of im-
pressing his enemies with sentiments favourable
to his own interests, ordered a silute to be fired
on its reception ; at the same time proclaiming
aloud through his camp that despatches had been
received from the friend of the Cabul government,
the Governor-General of India. '

To the Marquis of Hastings the vizier replied
in.the most hyperbolical terms of oriental meta-
phor ; assuring Captain M‘Murdo, who had been
the medium of communication, that * the sweet
and delicious perfume of his lordship’s rose-scent-
ed letter had ascended, with the most exquisite
sensations, to the innermost recesses of his brain ;™
and that, from the moment be had perused it, he
felt the excess of his regard for the British govern-
ment, between which, and the state of Cabul, he
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trusted that the “ carpet of friendslip wonld ever
be epread an the palace of affiction ™ Ile deured
the courier to inform the Britich sgent, that, in
the prosceution of his operations against the
Sikhe, he not only did not expect an encmy
the I nglish, bt loohed for thewr support, that
11 due time lie meant to bring Sinde to its former
state of dependence on Cabul, and that, if they
had really ‘any views towrrds that country, he
would readily enter into them, and afford his as-
sitance. Lo complete the farce, he grravely pro
feseed 1gnornee of thY letters which had been
recenn ed at Caleattr, and declared, that he could
only account for them by supposing, that a Sin
din agent had procured 1? bnbery, impresuons
of his own and other official reale, from a faithless
eecretrry who had Leen left at the capital of
Cabul

‘1 e Cuteh government had, 1n the meantime,
betrayed ats utter nnw orthinees of the confidence
and liberality of the Pritich  Strange as 1t may
geem, even the rileasng st from a bond of so
many Iaee of rupees, exaited the suspicion of ats
memlers, and the cffects of the Sindian intrigues
were xoon viable  The increased power of the
Raoonhy scrved to s ell hite arrogance and prde
Duning an oceauonal Al senee of the readent, the
durbar determined to saize on the port of Toona.
anl fir thie purpose, the \rab merecnanies were
recriited at Bhoo) n exprest opposition to the
articles of the lati treity  But these treacherous
deagos were crushied 1 ther Lieth by the upl
ance and decion of Captan M Murde, whoe
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called in the assistance of some troops from Oka-
.mu_ndel, on the Kattiwar side of the gulf, and
insisted on the immediate reduction of the newly
raised levies. His demands, after a great deal of
evasion, were tardily complied with ; and, indeed,
much indifference was shown to’ every proposal
emanating from the British government. The
Khosas, a predatory tribe inhabiting the desert to
the north of Cutch, had at this period commenced
their marauding incursions; but nothing could
induce the Rao to defend his own territories from
these freebooters, much %ess to enter into any
arrangement for the protection of those of his
allies.

Evil and ungrateful as was this disposition on
the part of the durbar, matters gradually became
much worse. Luckmadass and his party, though
indifferent, had never wished to come to an abso-
lute rupture with the British government; but
their influenée speedily declined, and the Rao
found far worse counsellors. He became addicted
to constant intoxication and the lowest sensuality,
and selected, as the associates of his pleasures,
men of the meanest and most depraved charac-
ters, whose interest and object it appears to have
been to instil into his mind constant suspicions of
his new allies, and of their representative, Cap-
tain M‘Murdo. Among these, as particula}'ly
worthy of execration, we may here mention
Mohunjee Tuckkur, a wreteh, who may with
justice be called the evil gerius of Rao Bhar-
muljee, and to whom all the subsequent misfor-
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having now’lqstvboth their property and povwer,
entreated the interposition of Captain M‘Murdo,
as the only means of saving their lives. That
officer was not by his instructions authorized to
interfere ; but, through his influence, he'was en-
abled to obtain the appointment, as a-member of
the adminjstration, of Ruttunsi Jetta, the nephew:
of Soondurjee Seojee, long a faithful and meri-
torious servant of the East India Company, in the
hope that his talents and conciliatory manners
might gain him such an ascendancy over Bhar-
muljee, as gradually to Withdraw him from his
evil habits and associates.

The resident’s own efforts were directed to the
same object, but unhappily proved fruitless; nor
did Ruttunsi unfortunately ever obtain snfficient
influence to secure so desirable an end. The Rao’s
depraved habits and their disastrous effects be-
came daily more aggravating, and at length ended
in a crime which showed that all principle and
humanity had been discarded and forgotten. La-
doba, the unfortunate son of Bhiyjee Bawa, since
the elevation of his cousin to the throne, had re-
mained as a kind of state prisoner in the durbar;
where, however, he was not rigidly guarded, but
even frequently admitted as a companion at the
debauched orgies of the Rao. His Highness and
lie had passed an evening together in drinking,
and parted at a late hour with mutual professions
of friendship ; yet five minutes had scarcely elaps-
" ed before Ladoba was attacked by some armed
men, in passing through.one of the courts of the,

Palace, and brutally assassinated.
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L he Rao attempted for a tune to deny hus par
tici atton 0 this cruel and treacheronstrapsaction,
which ke declared to have been an unauthonzed
net of lus guards, and even &1 <embled zo far as
1o verze a muchet and threaten to sheot the prn
el assacam, but at was soon discovered that
the murdcr had been committed by his expres
orders, 1sued at the moment Ladoba left i,
and that be had himeelf witnessed 1t from a wig-
dés  No punehment was inflicted on the per-
petrators of the atrocity , and the chief of the<e,
an Arab Jamudar, narfed Abdool Kareem, was
not only not removed from his «ituation, but was
promoted 10 rank, and received manv additional
warks of Ins master s favour  Three months had
not elspeed, however, before the band of justice
osertooh. this miscreant , for, a cosr having bren
Lafled 10 the streets of Bhooy, by a coldrer under
Ius commard, whom he attempted to <hield from
the pumehment due to such an outrage on the
pryudices of the Hindoos, be was put to death,
tonethier with the offinder, by order of the Rao

1he murder of Ladoba was an act of wanton
and anealled for tyranny  No provocaton had
been muven an bus part, nor could his elams to the
throne, now Jal aaide and forgotten, interfere
with the Raos pov es«ion of 1t, sanctioned as 1t
was by the solemn decicton of the Jharejah bro-
thethood, and the countemance of the Brtsch
haveroment. W e might in chanty be inclined to
attntute the 3 vicunation to frenzy procecding
from 10taxscation, did it not appear from Tihar
mulec’s tubeequint conduct that hue mind was
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t!lev prey of every suspicion, however unjust or
1'1d101119us, and that his cruelty to Ladoba’s fa-
mily did not cease .even with, the murder of his
unfortunate relative.

This barbarous proceeding on the part of the
Rao occasioned much disgust in Cutch. Many
of the Jharejah chiefs began now, when too late,
to regret their indifference to the better-founded
claims of Ladoba to the throne; most of them
loudly expressed their abhorrence of his murder ;
and a feud broke out between the chieftains of
Vinjan and Sandan in th& Abbrassa, which may
be traced to that cause. Bharmuljee’s hatred
against the Bhyauds had not been diminished by
recent events, and he readily seized the oppor-
tunity of taking a part in the quarrel, and of levy-
ing a heavy fine on Sandan ; an act of oppression,
which, as will afterwards appear, was a main
reason of his losing 'his throne.

The intelligence of these events reached Bom-
bay, together with an affecting appeal from the
father of the widow of the murdered prince, a

etty chief in Kattiwar, who lived under the pro-
tection of the British government, and who im-
plored it, by every principle of mercy and justice.
to remonstrate with the Rao. He stated, that
his daughter, now seven months advanced in
pregnancy, had heen placed in strict confinement
at Bhooj, and entreated that she should be re-
moved from that city, and delivered over to his
own protection; representing, as an additional
reason for this measure, that two children, former-
ly born to Ladoba, had been put to death, on the
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prise _ﬂmt town, by introducing a body of armed
men in a number of grass carts. The native
1_3r1txsh agent at Bhooj was ftreated in a manner
- little short of contempt; and every thing showed
that the Rao wanted the ability, rather than the
inclination, to proceed to open hostility.

"The levies which had been collected were chief.
ly sent into Wagur, under the pretence of pun-
ishing the Khosas ; but enough had been seen of
the Ilao’s disposition, o induce the resident to
call for reinforcements to the garrison of Anjar.
A British regiment accordingly crossed the Runn
from Guzerat; and application was made to the
durbar for assistance in the way of supplies dur-
ing its march. This request was not only re-'
fused, but the Rao ordered his troops under arms,
prepared twenty-five pieces of field-artillery, and
every arrangement was made fo march, when
the expedition was unexpectedly countermanded ;
the fumes of intoxication having evaporated, or
his Highness baving been deterred by the en-
treaty of some one remaining friend to his in-
terests. On the approach of the battalion to An-
jar, he stationed a body of troops ten miles in ad-
vance of Bhooj, and obstructed all communica~
tion between the two cities; but these were with-
drawn a few days after on the remonstrance of
the resident, and through the influence of Rut-
tunsi. ‘

Meanwhile the conduct of Rao Bharmuljee
appeared in a different light to the court of Hy-
derabad : and that extraordinary government, on
hearing'of the murder of Ladoba, sent an am-
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able a state as it had been in during the worst times
of the mis-government of Rao Rahiden. Open
rebellion and faction were only prevented by a
dread of incurring the vengeance of the British
Government, to which the Rao’s hatred and dis-
like daily increased ; and he was so infatuated,
as to allow these feelings to evince themselves
on every occasion. Fe never spoke of Captain
M‘Murdo but in terms of the grossest abuse;
and, whenever infoxication supplied him with
suflicient courage or cangour, his designs against
Anjar were loudly hoasted of His actions,
moreover, in some measure, kept pace with his
declarations. He put an end to the trade of the
merchants of Anjar, by laying such duties on the
cotton bought by them within his territories, as
to render 1t impossible for them to send it to
Toona; and, to complete the measure of folly,
he prohibited vessels belonging to any other port
from engaging in their service. . ,

These aggressions were not permitted to pro-
ceed without remonstrance on the part of the re-
sident. He had before taken various opportuni-
ties to entreat the Rao to discard his profligate
habits and advisers. He now, with a degree of
courage and decision equally creditable,—at a
time, too, when every thing forboded treachery,
and when he had been privately apprized of in-
tentions to murder him,—paid a visit to the ca-
pital, and personally warned Bharmulje_e of the
danger and folly of his conduct, and of its inevi-
table consequences. The particulars of Captain
MMurdo's interviews at the durbar have been
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rilated fo me b.) the Inte Mayor Noble, an officer
who accompanied him, and’ I have since been
ahle to learn the real intentions of the Rao from
pereons thert 1n hus service Al accounts concur
in stating, that he had given Ins consent to 1uk

har Mohunyee for the assassmation of the rem-
dent, and that 1t was only when that gentleman
appeared 1n the durbar, that hus resolution hap-
ply faled am, and the projected atrocity was
countermanded  No respect, howeyer, was shown
to lum or his smte on their viuts to the durbar,
on the contrary, they Vere jostled by the troops
and ttendants as they passed through the courts
of the palace, their salutations were not even
returned , and the populace appear to have been
wstructed, or, at all events, permitted, to assall
them with nbaldry and abuse  The Rao hum-
«lf was found intoxicated on every occasion of
Captan ¥M'Murdos waiting upon hun.  He
thowed humeelf sndifferent to every pr

which was made to hum, and contented hsmvelf
with flatly denying ever having miven eanse of
offence  Fo a'propoaition to reduce the troms.
a.rrecably to an article in the trea‘y, Lo torecd 2
deaf var, and the relent 1t Bhoy mthe
having gamed any oze ohyect.

Ihiccontent and azarchy bad 17w rezebied Loy
hewgttinth s desoted provizes. N orton Yiatn
aad ohers of the rvny teex Bod, 25 the o ly smenes
of saving ther 1ye, 204 Lekrataaz 2 b ¢
Aty became envirely faver e tn i 307 7 o
4o of the Britioh {2€orper  Tis By e 2.0,
ference wi by Sardaz, and 2y zeeem o b mate 1,
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impose a tribute on the Jharejah chiefs as a body.
gave great dissatisfaction to the Bhyauds, wh(;
addressed a letter to the Bombay government, in
which they set forth, that they had never been in
the habit of making pecuniary paymerts, and en-
treated assistance, in the event of the durbar's
attempting to enforce its unjust claims; finally,
they declared their conviction, that the interposi-
tion of British authority was absolutely necessary
for a thorough reformation in the affairs of Cutch.
The Bombay government did not consider itself
called on to interfere in"a quarrel between the
Jharejahs and their sovereign, whose claim to the
crown they themselves had so recently acknow-
ledged ; nordid it wish to take any decided mea-
sures till the Rao’s conduct should be such as -
to render actual hostility inevitable. This soon
occurred ; for Bharmuljee, who had been daily
becoming more and more infatuated, at length
formed the resolution of attacking, by surprise,
the town of Anjar, over some of the villages
attached to which he had previously tried to
assume an unwarrantable degree of authority.
With this view, he summoned all persons hold-
ing lands of the durbar, by military tenure, in-
cluding Meeanahs to Bhooj; and marched to
Lackhoond with five thousand men, and eleven
ieces of cannon. Before adopting this step, he
had, partly by promises of future forbearance to-
wards them, and partly by intimidation, induced
several of the Jharejahs to accompany his army
-with their quotas of troops, or a portiqn of them.
The Rao attempted to disguise his real de-
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#igns, by istimating to the resident his intention
to move into Wagur to punich bis refratiory sub-
jects in that province; though this pretence was
‘of Ytself rendered glaringly improbable, from bis
haviny just previously recalled 20l bis garrisons
from that quarter. Preparations being made 22
Ariar to repel attack, he was forced torelingrich
hisviews on that place, but be defermined to
adopt another mode of insulting the Britich go-
vernment, and of thowing bie direrard of the
treaty he had entered iato. He saddecly rareh-
ol aming Arrysier. & town in the exclern ez~
tremity of Cutch, the ebief of which war fhen
residing at Arnjar, under the profeesSon of the
resident, and enpazed through bl malzton i
the amicable setd] of somm dispates between
himeelf and the durbar.  Cazptain }¥zrds ro.
monstrated in the most foreible mazzer with e
Rao on the injudtice of Ba eondemts peacindst
him that the Hozouralle Compazy kad Seprmae,
1 virtae of the treaty, the med ator bitwpm S 2m
and the Wagar Zumeenders—that Eifen S,
the chief of Arryrier, Bad bees el 1 Sxfar, 2t
his Hiphness's ows regress, to 287 20 228
evcess and ended Bl commmtierion Rn tiewe
wonls 1w Should yom bo dessmrmeion? fn Zewtryr.
irg Arrysier, be guided by yoor ovz Fovarew
€ i 10 doino, there wille 2o Fiasa
entirely throwse
Bri;._';h governearnt”
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kur M"hm’.leeg and his confederates, continued to
carry on the siege of Arrysier; and it was onlv
after the expiration of two months, when he found
tha? fort likely to bafﬂg all his attempts, that *he
again though.t of adopting a conciliatory tone to-
wards Captain Mlurdo. He then addressed a
letter to that officer, filled with general expres-
stops of friendship towards himself and his go-
vernment, without referring in any way to the
communications made fo him regarding his late
proceedings ; but this step, could it at any time
have been effectual, was now too Iate: for the
treaty between the governments had in the inte-
rim been suspended; and the Marquis of Hastings
had proclaimed Rao Bharmuljee a public enemy,
and had given instructions to proceed to the ex-
tremity of war against him. The object of his
Lordship had been to effect the establishment of
a government in Cutch, disposed to maintain the
relations with the British power in India, fixed
by the treaty of 1816 ; and as it was hopeless to
expect this from a prince of Rao Bharmuljee’s
character and conduct, orders were issued to ac-
cept the spontaneous and long proffered co-oper-
ation of the Jharejahs for his dethronement, as
well as to request that hody of noblemen to elevate
to the musnud whomsoever they considered the
lawful heir to that dignity. To give full effect
to these instructions, a British army was forth-
with assembled, under the command of Sir Wil-
liam Grant Keir, at Anjar, where it was jome:
by Visrajee, the two Pragjees, Allyajee, and My
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aminyee, the five prinapal Tharejah chiefs n
Cutcli, who expreseed their readiness and anxiety
to co-operate i the metsures to be adopted

The Rao, who had during this interval entered
mto a compromse with the ehef of Arrymer,
quichly returned to Dhooy, where he was seized
with a violentillness  Tle wag consaquently un
able Inmself to make 1ny preparations, or pive
orders 1n person, but hispartizans and favountes
collected a conuderible force , and on the ap-
proach of the Brtich army to the capital, eome
shurmishing took phed  Captain M¢Murdo then
mtimated to Bharmuljee the intention of s go-
vernment to orgumze anew the affurs of Cutch
1n concert wath the Jhargiah Blyaud, and ealled
on him eithr to stand by the coneequences of re-
sistance, or to surrender himeelf, promsing, 1
the event of hus adopting the latter alternative,
that ke should meet with safity and conaderation
"Lins propo<al was not attended to til} the YhlI
1 ort of Ithoorjeenh, wiich oyverlooks the aty of
™ ) v em

of Bntich troopr 1 very respect waspard to im
canaistently with the safity of Ins pereon, nd
the Lindest attention shown to tus health, which,
from con<tant intemperance, and lus recent indie
position, wns now =a completely broken, that he
was scarcely able to walk or artienlate

A fuw dayy after lns surrender, R1o Bharmul.
yoe waa formally deposedd, and phiced 1n a palace
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tremity of war against him. The object of his
Lordship had been to effect the establishment of
a government in Cutch, disposed to maintain the
relations with the British power in India, fixed
by the treaty of 1816 ; and as it was hopeless to
expect this from a prince of Rao Bharmuljee’s
character and conduct, orders were issued to ac-
cept the spontaneous and long proffered co-oper-
ation of the Jharejahs for his dethronement, as
well as to request that body of noblemen to elevate
to the musnud whomsoever they considered the
Jawful heir to that dignity. To give full effect
to these jnstructions, a British army was forth-
with assembled, under the command of Sir. Wﬂ-
Jiam Grant Keir, at Anjar, where i't was joined
by Visrajee, the two Pragjees, Allyajee, and My-
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buxlt'by F utteh Mahommed, which was selected
for his _remdence. The Jharejah chiefs were then
left entirely to themselves to choose his successor ;
and it was generally expected that the election
would have been in favour of the infant son of
the murdered Prince Ladoha; but, strange as it
may seem, after a perusal of these pages, the only
son of Bharmuljee, a child of three years of age,
reccived the unanimous votes of the Bhiyaud, and
was accordingly raised to the throne by the name
of Rao Dessul. The mipister, Luckmadass, is
understood to have secured, by his influence, this
decision in favour of the offspring of his fallen
master ; an act of disinterestedness and forgive-
ness of injuries, which is highly creditable, when *
it is recollected that his own life was often in im-
minent danger from the violence and cruelty of
the Rao, and that his property had been seized
by the orders of that now unhappy prince. But
Luckmadass, and many others with whom I have
conversed on this topic, appear even then fo have
viewed Bharmuljee rather as the weak and in-
fatuated minion of a bhase and profligate party,
from which it was impossible to detach him, than
as a man by nature cruel and tyrannical ; and the
minister’s hostility against him seems to have
been much softened at the crisis of his fall.  Ne-
cessary as was his dethronement‘, severa_l of ﬂ.le
Jharejahs, acting from the same impression, still
wished, after that decided step, that the govern-
ment shonld be carried on in his name ; and when
they found that the proposal was objected to, they
evinced their respect for his feelings and misfor-
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any unwillingness to acknowledge the new Rao
and the anthority of the regency, except Luck-
put Bunder, which was garrisoned by Arabs, of
Whos.e submission doubts were for some time en-
tertained, but it finally surrendered without any
‘military operations being undertaken against it.
Matters being now settled on a firm basis, the
regency proceeded .to correct the innumerable
abuses in every department of the state, and to
discharge theuseless and expensive levies of troops’
which Bharmuljee had maintained. A British
force was subsidized for tife defence of the coun-x
try and the support of the government; and the

honour of guarding the Rao’s palace was given

up entirely to the Jharejahs, to the exclusion of
the low-born wretches whom the late Rao had

introduced to that responsible duty.

The tyranny and injustice of Rao Bharmuljee
had scarcely been crushed, and a new and better
order of things introduced through the means of
the British government, when the hand of Provi-
dence seemed to join in depriving Cutch of some
of the instruments of cruelty. A violent shock
of an earthquake, attended with some extra-
ordinary circumstances, levelled with the dust
nearly all the walled towns i.n the country, and
anticipated an intention, which had often been
conceived, of ‘dismantling some of these nests of
discontent and treason. The desolation which
ensued can scarcely be imagined. In Bhooj alone,
seven thousand houses were rent to the.ir fqunda-
tions, and twelve hundred persons bune‘d in the
ruins. Anjar suffered equally in proportion, and
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benefits of the alliance, we must not omit, how-
ever, the grand victory in favour of humanity, in
the abolition of infanticide; a horrid practice,
Whi.ch it has been our object, ever since our con-
nexion with Cutch and Kattiwar, to put a stop
to, and which we have certainly succeeded in
diminishing in these countries.

If we take into comsideration the dreadful
state of affairs, which had existed for years be-
fore we entered Cutch, we must conclude, that
the new arrangements were entirely in favour of
that kingdom; for had ndt the British govern-
ment interfered, and the strong arm of power, in
this instance upheld by justice, been stretched out
to rescue that unhappy country from confusion
and anarchy, it must soon have ceased to be a
state ; and it would either have fallen into the
iron grasp of the military despots of Sinde, or,
if these had been excluded, Cutch would have
become a prey, as before, to its own numerous
petty tyrants. Indeed, it is impossible to con-
ceive in what excesses the profligacy and imbe-
cility of the government, and, we may add, the
general depravity of the people of this wretched
province, with whom bloodshed and treason had
become as « household words,” might have ended.

Postscripr, 15th June 1829.—Since the pe-
riod at which our narration closes, Cutch has con-
tinued to enjoy all the blessings of English rule.
Disturbance has at intervals existed, but when
serious, it has always been the result of famine,
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or cauces of a sumilar nature, which no human
government could control Lhe rams of 1823
and 1624 faled entirely, and the musery which
thus occastoned 1n a country solely dependent on
the heav ens for water may be concerved Many
of the wnhabitants emgrated nto Guzerat, and
returned after the scacon of scarcity was over
while others less perceable, eroesed 1nto Parkhur
and Sinde, where, combinng with miary mer-
cenaries from these countries, and adsyenturers
from the neighbouring provinces, they formed
themselyes 1nto band ¢ and made ncursions into
Cutch, several of the villages of which they plun
dired and destroyed  The more favourable sea-
zon of 1825, together with the new and less op-
presie syetem 1n the collection of the Raos re-
venue, hich was at that time introduced by the
request of the regency, under the supermntend.
ence of the assistant reatdent, had the effect of
putting an end to the outrages of the e plunder-
tre, most of whom had been forced by hunger
to ndopt their lawles proceedings, and on the
re-appearance of plenty returned quetly to therr
natie fields, which, with a few exceptions, the
Lemty of the durbar allowed them to retun un-
molented

‘Ihe protection afforded to these lawless de-
prodators, and to others of the same description,
i the terntorses of the Sinde government, has
brou Wt ueat diflirenttimes into collicion wath the

meess | and we have been forced on two ocea
#ron3 (1620 and 1625,) to asemble Jarge bodues of
troape an Cuteh, 1n order to atve these chiefs n.
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to a maintenance of their treaties. By a new
agreement concluded between the British and
Cutch governments in 1822, Anjar and its de-
pem.lenmes were restored to the Rao, on his con-
senting to pay fo us yearly the estimated re-
venue, viz. eighty-eight thousand rupees; mak-
ing the entire sum we annually receive from his
Highness to amount to two lacs, eighty-eight
thousand rupees. From the famine which has
been mentioned and other causes, this subsidy
has been frequently ill paid, sometimes even re-
mitted, and altogether ha§ proved totally inade-
quate to support the heavy expences which have
been entailed on us by our connexion with Cutch.
Our government, it is true, have gained this pro-
vince as a frontier; but its advantages in that
respect are even doubtful ; while, from its being
a constant and unsatisfactory drain on our finan-
ces, the evils arising from the alliance have been
great and positive. On this.subject, however, it
becomes not me to enlarge.

Of the persons alluded to in the foregoing nar-
rative, some further mention may be interesting.
Captain M‘Murdo died soonafter the treaty of
1819 was concluded,—much too soon for his
country, and to the regret equally of the Euro-
pean and native community in Cutch, of which pro-
vince he was the deliverer. He expired, and was
Dburied at Burrunwao, near Palanswa, in Wagur,
where his tomb is carefully protected by the in-
Tabitants, and is an ohject of veneration, to which
persons still make pilgrimages from a distance.
Surely an amiablé man need seek no higher re-
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sward than ths for hus exertions  Ilis Higlne s
10 Desent has now attamed the age of thirteen
years, and promt ex to fulfil the expectations of
Jus eubjects to the utmost e has acqured a
Eknowledge of the I'nghsh language, from the n-
structions of the Reverend Mr Gray, the chap-
Jamm at Bhooy who hos also mstilled intq s
youthful mind a taste for astronomy and some
other seiencet

1his father, the Ea Tlao Bharmuljee, still con-
timues a priconer  1he unhappy man has not
yet attaned the age ot thirty four, after hiving
11t ed ten yours of hus hfein confinement W hen
1 first gaw lum, five years ago, he was a «quahd
micerble wreteh, still 1o 1untteh Vlahommed s
patace, and, from the penod of s dethrone-
ment up to that tme, had never been allowed to
see fus son, nor, I believe, any of the members
of e fimily  Colonel Pottinger, how ever, who
cxme to Bhooy 1s resident 1 1823, 1nd who, to
the credit of us felings,

* Pitied efuld and parent separted
By the stern mandate of unfechng law,

determyr ad ta ament o

] Qe U he
s eccupied e ipactous apartments, clegratly fit-
ted up in hiy son’s rabwee, where, though stall *
uml £ 3 guand of Btk troops, hi a8 allowed
t“;rr{ hiberty consietently with tus wafe custody
* 1 even permitted fo BO out twice aweeh,
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when he chooses to take an airing, accompanie
by a European officer and a few Sepahis.* Ifi
time is chiefly passed in the society of his son
the present Rao, in whose lessons he takes grea
interest, and for whom he entertains the strong
est personal attachment, 1In the placid and digni
fied deportment of this unfortunate prince, nonc
could now recognize the treacherous murderer,
and the cruel despot who inflicted such accumu-
lated miseries on his subjects. He is temperate,
even to a degree; and his contrition, for the
murder of his cousin, is felieved to be heartfelt
and sincere. It has, however, evidently affected
his conscience frequently ; and, with the view of
atoning for his crime, he, in the year 1827, sent
the ashes of Ladoba, at a great expense, under
the charge of a body of Brahmins, to the holy
city of Benares, to be consigned, with appropriate
ceremonies, to the waters of the Ganges. Such
are the uses of adversity, which has not failed to
exert its chastening effect upon Rao Bharmuljee.
I should not omit to mention, that the remains of
Rao Rahiden have also been lately transferred to
the same sacred city, to expiate his apostacy from
the faith of his forefathers, and the many horrors
whicl, as & Mahommedan enthusiast, he brought
upon his country. )
Kesser Byhee, the sister of Rao Bharmuljee,
was eventually married to the Nawaub of Joon-
aghur, in Kattiwar, at whose court she died, itis

* Sir Jo;m Maleolm, on his visit to Bhiooj in March 1830, at
the request of the native government, ordered the guard to be
entircly removed from the Ex-Rao Bharmuljee. «
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sad, by unfur mean«  The mtises of Cutch
hune a story, that hier deth wag ocensioned by
poron anserted anto her shypers  On the con-
cluston of the first treaty, Mahommed VMeyan
Satah, and Sewiry Huneray, who were obhiged
to distorge 1mmens<e sums of money which they
had gppropnated to their own u<e, fill into n
s, mficance  They botl died about the mddle
of the year 1818 1t was supposed by poieon
Hueeain' Meyan ztill hingers out a disreputable
exrstence.  He pays gn annual vist to Bhooj,
the scene of hug £t meem &« 1
sichonour , while
ance denotes the 1 ..
Mahommed had some other sone, but none of
them are hnownan Cutch s dughter, whose
person Rao Bharmule violated has sunh to th
lowest state of prastitution

After the treaty of 1819, the ffurs of Cutch
full cluefly to be managed by the Britich reident,
the mimster Luchmadacy nnd Ruttuna Jettn,
the Yhargah members of the regency decliming
for the most part, tonterfire ‘I he most 1impor
tant of the latter, Visryec of Roha, was detected
1n trereonable communicttion with rome rebdls
in 1895 and was expelled from the adminetra
tion, and Lanuhed from the capatal | another chief
being elected 1n hus oterd  Ihis expulaon was
followed 1n 1827 by the duwrrace of Ruttunsy,
who wat found to be a defaulter to the state as
well ay ymphicated in #c3 eral mean and dishonour
able tranactions, which 1n the end ovenwhelmed
humself and the whole family of Soondergee o

Loy o
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Jjee in rain, and lost them the esteem and confi-
dence of the British government. Rao Dessul
begins to show an interest in public affairs, and
frequently holds durbars ; but the chief manage-
ment remains as yet in the hands of the resident
and Luckmadass; and although the latter was
believed formerly to be an actor in some of the
melancholy scenes we have described, it is but
Jjustice to say, that his conduct now is marked by
integrity. I may add, that he is the only indi-
vidual at present in Cutch,, who, from his birth
and general respectability, is entitled to the eleva-

tion he has attained.



APPENDIX

No. L.

.
COLONEL POTTINGER'S ARRANGTMENTS FOR THE
NAVIGATION OF THE IZDUS

1. It appearing that the arrangements made
ot opening the Indue as o channel of cormmctee,
are very tmperfectly understood, the following
summary of them has been drawn up for genersl
mformation

2 ‘The parpetunl treaties made with the go-
vernments of Hyderibad and Khyrpoor in Apnt
1839, providel for that portion of the Indus
which flow s through Sinde being thrown open to
alt merchants and traders, with the three t{;law-
g resenvations, endantly dictated by the fears
or gealousy of the ruler of that provsnee

Ist, That no mulitary stores should le coz-
veyed by that route
. 23 ‘Lhat o armed veecls sheuld gruce?
by 1.

A, That no Hritish (European) merchzes
shoull settle 1n Sinde, * but shsll come pe mees
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2

ston-may require, and having transacted their
business, shall return to India.” ‘

8. A supplementary treaty, of the same date
as the above, stipulated, that the Sinde govern-
ment should furnish a statement of duties, which
was to be examined by officers of the British
government versed in such matters; that if the
duties were found to be fair and equitable, they
should be brought into operation, but that, should
they be considered too high, the Ameers of Sinde
were to reduce them.

4. In conformity with tKis agreement, a state-
ment of duties was furnished and examined,
when they were found to be preposterously high,
amounting in some cases to upwards of cent. per
cent. on the price of goods, and in none to less
than half that charge. This statement, it is to
be observed, had been evidently fabricated for the
occasion, though asserted to have been extracted
from the old records of the times of the emperors
(of Delhi), and was doubtless brought forward
by the rilers of Sinde as a ruse, by which they
perhaps hoped to render nugatory the agreement
for opening the Indus, to which they had most

reluctantly acceded. )
5. Inquiry was next set on foot with a view

to fixing a tariff, which should be just towards
the states possessing territories on the banks of
the river, and at the same time hold .forth tl3at
encouragement which was clearly required to in-
duce merchants to adopt the new route. After
much discussion and correspondence, some :por-
tions of which latter were made public at the
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a lengthened negociation that was only brought
to a final close by a threat of coercion, in case
they refused to ratify what they had [in the
course of the negociation] repeatedly and formally
agreed to, both in writing and by messages.

8. A third treaty, which has been distinguish-
ed from those that preceded it by the name of the
“ Toll Treaty,” was accordingly concluded in
October 1834. Its provisions are briefly these:
“ That a toll of two hundred and forty rupees
shall be levied on all boats, whatever may be
their size, or the nature of their cargo, within
the territories subject to the Sinde governments,
namely, from the sea to Mithunkote; that this
toll shall be levied both on boats ascending and
descending the river at the point at which the
merchandize is transferred to the river, from the
sea~boats, and vice versa, and at no other place ;
that no extra demands shall on any plea or pre-
tence be made on any boats going up or coming
down the river; that goods, of whatever nature,
or however small or great the quantity, landed
from any boat, shall instantly become subject to
the regulations of the country, as regards cus-
toms ; that the toll now fixed is to be understood
to be a remuneration to the governments for the
protection to be afforded to merchants frequenting
the route; that a native agent on the part of the
British government shall reside constantly at the
mouths of the river, and that the governor-gene-
ral’s agents for Sinde shall have the power of de-
puting one of his assistants to that quarter, at any
time such a step Seems to him to be required.
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9 Ascsoon as the toll treaty with Sinde was
completed, ats terms were likewise proposed to
and accepted by the other two Powers [eacluane
of the Bntich overnment] snterc ted in the ir
ringement, and the r ler of the toll was di
vided as follows —

To Buchawul hhan of Buchaw ulpoor,—
Re 106 12 2

To Runject Singh, G715 0

To the British Government,. 155 1 0

3
H

10 In the exrly pi& of this year defiun e ar-
rangements swere made and promulzated  Agree-
alle to them, the Governor Gentrals nzent for
the aft urs of Sinde (Colonel Pottinger) hae the
general supurintendance of the southern portion
of the Indue, lrang within the terntories of the
Amecrs of Sinde , and the political azent at Lood
hiana (Captun Wade) of the remunder, north of
Swnde, ncluding the P'ungnud and Sutledge, 18
far 25 Roopur A third officer (I nutemint
VMnckeson) 14 stationed at Muhunhote, nearly
oppasite to wlich town the Punpnud or umted
waters of the five rvers of the Punpab fall into
the Indus, wath the otheial desiznation of  Nn
trh agent for the navirition of the Indus wnd
Sutledge ® *Lhree native 17ente hne al o been
appointed  Of these one 19 stationed at th
routhe of the rver, where the cargoes will he
trwn forred from the myer to the wen Loaty, 1nd
vice ver A second resides st Hydorabal and
the thind at Hureehee, 1n th LPumant where the
Sutled.re and Deedh unite
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11. Lieutenant Mackeson's range extends from
Boopur to the sea, throughout the whole naviga-
tion, and from the centrical position which he
occupies, his appointment is equally calculated
fo give confidence to the dealers, and to afford
them speedy assistance and redress, in case of
necessity.

12. The duties of the native agent at the
mouths of the river will be best comprehended
by the subjoined extracts from his instructions.

Para. 8. “You will receive with these orders
a copy of the toll treaty. ©From it you will per-
ceive, that the sum of two hundred and forty
rupees, of the currency of Tattah, is to be levied
on all boats, without reference to their burthen, .
or the nature of their cargoes, proceeding up the
river, or coming down, and you are accordingly
to realize that sum from each boat on departing
or arriving, as the case may be, and pay it over
to the Ameer’s agent, who may be empowered to
receive it, and from whom you will invariably
take receipts.

Para. 4. « Passports are sent fo you, into
which you are to insert the name and burden of
the boat ; the name of the Tindal; her destin-
ation, and by whom she is hired. You will also
obtain a list of the cargo, with its estimated value,
shipped on each boat, and attach this list to the
passport ; but you are on no account to think of
opening and examining the goods, which would
cause delay and trouble to the merchants.” .

Para. 5. « Disputes will of course sometimes
arise amongst the merchants and their servants,
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and the boatmen, cooles, &c. about the bunders
1t wifl be part of your duty to settle these, and
when subjects of the Side government are par-
ties s them, you will do s0 m concert with the
Ameer's oflicers, otherwise you will do 1t alone ™

I'ara G Prohilits the receipt of any presents
or Lribes on pamn of instant dismis<al

Panra 7 * Should wny occasion for a reference
to the Ameers at Hyderabid anse, yon are to
dran up a short and phun statement of the case,
znd gend 1t with a letter to the Bintish native
agent at that exty, wh® wall ohtan the Ameer's
annwer, and transmt 1t to you™

Para 8 Dirccts that every boat departing on
the upward voyage shall be furmshed with a note
to the native agent at Hyderabad, and that a re-
1ort of her departure shall be made to Laeutenant
Mackesan, and all orders wsued by that gentle.
man strictly obeyed

Iars 11 Authonses the agent, 1 case of
emergency, to write to the Governor Generals
agunt for “inde by special messengers

13 “7he natn e agent at Hyderbad 18 direct-
ol to sec that no one molests of stops say boat
from the moment she quits the kalt water bunders
tll the passes the Ssnde frontier, to obtan orders
from the Ameers to thetr officers to protect the
boats pasag up and down, and to allow no per-
ton Yo make any demand, howtver smill, from
tem  ¥in a0 further directed, 1n the event of
v boat being detawned (by accident or other
wue), plundered, or miusd, to tepme s person
1o the #pot, to call on the Sinde oflicers to ard 10
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recovering the property, and securing the offen-
ders in cases of plunder, and afterwards to draw
up . detailed statement of the affair, and to trans-
mit it to the Governor-General’s agent for Sinde,
before any direct demand shall be made on the
Sinde government for payment of losses, ¢ though
you will of course let the Ameers understand
that they will be held responsible.’”

14. “ The orders to'the native agent at Huree-
kee are mutatis mutandis to the same purport as
the above, and the share of the toll leviable on
the upper division of the%iver (beyond Sinde) is
also only payable at one station, by which’every
pretence for delay is obviated. It having been
found, however, that boats will occasionally only
pass a part of the way up or down the river, a
proposal has been very recently made to the
Ameers, that such hoats should pay in the follow-
ing proportions :—

From the Sea to Hyderabad, one

fourth,or . . . . 60 Rs.
From the Sea to Sehwan, one )

halfor . . . . . . . . 1280,
From the Sea to Ihyrpoor,

Bukkur, or Shikarpoor, three-

fourths,or . . . . . . . 180,
From the Sea to Mithunkote, . 240 ,,

"This scale will of course be reversed on the
downward voyage. The Amcers have consgnted
to it ; and it is supposed a similar rule will be
maide to the northward of Sinde.
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groundlessness of their apprehensions, and will
then readily come into whatever plan the British
government may suggest for fostering and aug-
menting the trade. It may also be here remarked,
that the latter power has, at any moment it pleases
to exert it, the means of compelling the rulers of
Sinde to conform to its wishes, and this too with-
out a necessity for moving a single regiment, a
fact of which the Ameers must now be fully
ayware.

17. The following extracts of notes, chiefly re-
lating to that part of the Indus lying within Sinde,
will possibly be of some interest to speculators.

“ The Ameers possess altogether on the right
bank of the Indus, an.extent of territory in length
from the sea to Mithunkote, of five hundred and
fifty-two miles, as follows :—

From the sea to Ooplanee .,.... 34 miles.
Ooplanee to Tattah ............ 29
Tattah to Hyderabad ............ e,
Hyderabad to Sehwan ......... 108 ,,
Sehwan to Bukkur ............... 174 ,,
Bukkur to Mithunkote ......... 135 ,,

¢« On the left bank, the extent is 27 miles less,
it being only one hundred and eight miles from
Bukkur to Subzulkote, where the dominions of

Buhawal Xhan commence. )
« The state of the baunks of the river are suf-

ficient proof of the discouragement that inter-
course up and down the river labours under.
They are in most places covered down to the
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very edge of the water with thich jungle and
trg:, which render traching not only most di
fieult, but now and then imposeible, aod the first
olnfous step fom -~ -t T
tahe, would be ..

done at a very - . o
30 paces broad, agreeable to the mature of the
soul, along both sides of the river.”

« Thiy simple operation would remove at once
one half the natural obstacles to the upwards
mvigation  The dowcnwards vavigation is qmie
independent of the stale of the banks, as all that
i requited in it is to keep the vessels in the steong-
et part of the current, which is easily done by
occasionally rowing, or setting alug sail on a
wmall mast in the forepart of the boat™

 'The usual depthin the stream was from four
to #ix fathoms, nor was it sounded in any epot
where it was Tess than the former, whilst in some
it amounted to ten and twelve; many of the very
miner heanabag ain ¢ me
war .
are .

¢ 3o .wx?d the Irndas with steam.boats, or to
ﬂe‘ct.nd it without them, all sezson« and states of
l{xeprer will be found to aTord the greatest fa-
cllities; bt for tradiey vewsele, deprnding on the
winds, the bet yeriod to goit the seagorts
S{)h.xr;-t.k Shah, Ghorz, &z, Bonders) §e the ¢md
Marth, or early in Apr when the word
wetrrly gales which grersde ks 3 ymagers dopre
i1 03 the eonet of ¥irde 42 ower 2o Dulae
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the course of the river, at all events, as high wp
as Bukkur, thereby ensuring rapid progress.”

“ With regard to #racking, the months of
December, January, and February, strictly speak-
ing, are the most proper, because the river is
then at its lowest; but the cold northerly winds
(which often blow very violently) are so keen and
cutting, that the boatmen neither can.nor will
work as they do when the weather is milder ; and
although the rising of the river, which usually
commences in April, may render tracking more
laborious, a boat will the® make more in 2 day
than in the winter.” ’

“ It must be elearly and explicitly understood,,
that no sea boat with « valuable cargo should
attempt to enter or leave the mouths of the Indus
after the 15th of March,* and it would be better
to be from a month to fifteen days soover. Itis
true that common boats do ply between Sinde
and Kutch, even in April, with cargoes of rice,
grinding stones, &c.; but many are wrecked, and
the- experiment is dangerous. The season for
ingress and egress to the Indus depends on the
backwardness or otherwise of the south-west
monsoon, but it may be taken fo begizz between
the middle and end of September in common
years.” )

“ Only two or three men belong to each river
as a fixed establishment. All the trackers are
hired by the trip, and fed while it lasts, an arrange-
ment which is obviously indispensable, becYnuSL',

* This, of course, alludes to hoats coming from or going to sea,
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for days together, the boats bring up in the even
ing, far from any villyge  Thus gystem e, how
ever, no trouble 'Lhe neceseary supply 19 Jad

T he ymports and exports of Sin le are ro fully
stated an the Journ ! of the Royal Geographical
Soctety of I ondon, for 1830-1831, (page 227,)
that refcrence can be hal to that pul hication
Perhaps, for the presegt day, the enumeration of
articles 18 too extenasd, but, generally speaking,
19 correet. “Ihe Letter fort of calicoes of Simde
are now_quite superscded by the manuficture of
Great Hritain, and the celebrated loongoes (mlk
cloths) of "L attah arc only made to order »

¢ Although the Amcers of Sinde cvineed g0
much repugnance te the opcming of the Indus,
they hive more recently proved that they are by
no means thind to the advantages of encouraging
traders to settle 1n their tamitones, and the sys.
tem of remigsions which they follow, (ke eveny
native government ) 1s fo undefined and extenane,
that 1t scems n matter of rome doubt, whether the
datics ectually pal m Sinde, are higher than
those of the surrounding countries™

Septerider 27, 1835 nr
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No. II.

PRACTICAL NOTES ON THE TRAD’E TO THE INDUS,
AND THE NAVIGATION. OF THAT RIVER.

By Str Avexanf§ir Burxes.

1. A commercial communication has this year
commenced on the Indus ; in accordance with the
treaty, boats have both begun to ascend and de-
scend the stream. It seems desirable, therefore,
to record some of the earliest information of a
practical nature regarding the river, the vessels:
on it, and the trade itself.

2. It is imperatively necessary to adhere to the
mould of the boats which are now in use on the
river Indus. Science may in time improve them,
but disappointment will, I believe, follow all at-
tempts at it, till further experience is obtained.
A boat with a keel is not adapted to the riven
Indus, .

8. Though the Indus is accessible after Novem-
ber, the labour of tracking up against the stream
is at that time great. The river is then, and for
the three succeeding months, about its lowest,
which prevents the boatmen from seeking the
still water, and drives them to the more rapid
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part of theeurrent  The northerly wande, which
blow tifl Iebruary, make the tash more than eser
irlcome, and extr trichers are requred  The
treaty, too, encourages Irge boats more than
#mall oncy, the toll on both bemg alil ¢, and theee
unw teldy vessels require many hands, which adds
to the expens

4 After ebraary, the yoyage from the «e1to
1y derabad, which would prviowsly have ocens
pred nearly 1 month, may be performed in fise
duys, the expense of _trachers 18 moudud, the
niver has Jess dangers, and the merchant thys
saves fus time, labour, and interest  The swell
of the Indus docs not prevent sewels ascending
to the P"unjab, for at that time the southerly winds
proad

& Tt is theso rontherly winds wlich give to
the Induy, i 3ts navigation, advantages over the
Ganges  ‘Lhe rouree of the one rer is about
cast and west, that of the other north and south
Use must therefore be made of thus natural ad.
vantage to make merchandize profitable by the
route of the Indus,

6 “Lhe obstacles to navigating the Indus at ity
month are, no doubt, great, but they have been
migmfied  Above Calentta, for 1 conuderable
yart of the year, there 15 no graater dopthan the
nvess Bhagruttee and Jellingee, which lead from
the Hoogly to the Ganges, than tno and three
feet.  In the Indus & greater depth than thie wall
always be found romew here, to lead from the sea-
porta o the great mvar 7l then, is a deeded
advantage sn the ipland mavigation, thourl the

-
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Indus has not a mouth accessible to large ships
like the Ganges. It proves too that a portage,
or even a canal, (were it possible to cut one) is
unnecessary, as it must never be forgotten that
the largest boats of the river draw but four feet
when heavily laden.*

7. Much stress has been laid upon a place being
fixed for unshipping the cargoes of the sea-going
into theriver-going boats. Anxiety on this point
is useless, for it will vary every two or three
years, and the utmost reliance may be placed on
the people now in the trade. In 1831, the mouth
leading to Vikkur had four fathoms of water;
in 1835, it had but one and a half in most places,
and in one but six feet, terminating in a flat.
The estuary was also quite changed. Sea boats
can always ascend one mouth of the Indus, and
the navigators find it out without difficulty.

8. From four to five hundred sea-going boats
sailed out of the port of Vikkur alone last year.
They are the common boats of western India,
drawing from nine to twelve feet of water, and
vhich convey all the coasting trade of the country,
valuable as it is. If traders will not place re-
liance upon these boats, experimental vessels for

* I shall say nothing of the kind of steamer for the Indus,
farther than to express my belief that the present descnp}xon of
vessel is well snited. Lient. J. Wood, of the Indian Navy, is
the first officer who has ever navigated the Indus by steam, and
his success merits notice, since he reached Hyderabad wzf.hout even
the assistance of @ local pilat. He has turned his attention to the

nature of the build of the ¢ dondee” of Sinde, withits advantages
and disadventanges. If Lieut. Wood’s observations on this sub-
o 1, I think, be found useful, and prove

jeet are published, they wil
creditable to the author.
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soundings in the great river were never under
two fathoms, or e]pven feet, and the boatmen did
m;t Aabways keep in the strength of the stream.
While in the river we never grounded; and many
heaves of the lead gave five and eight fathoms,
but two, and two and a half, predominated. In
?he cold season, the Indus, in the Delta, shrinks
into a narrow and deep channel, which disappoints
a stranger who has heard of the magnitude of
this river; many of the inferior branches even
dry up. o

The natives attribute this to cold. The eva-
poration is great. The channel of the Sata, which
supplies most of the branches in the Delta, had
this year, at the last sounding which I took, eight
fathoms ; but less than half that gives about its
usual depth. It was about four hundred yards
broad. This is a feature more favourable to na-
vigation than otherwise; yet this branch must
be entered by a circuitous channel, and is not
accessible to boats from the sea, though, in the
end of September last, the water out from it was
fresh in a depth of seven fathoms, and a Cutch
boat filled up its tanks from it.

12. It appears that there is much error abroad
regarding the trade on the Indus. Enterprise
will doubtless do much to create and improve
commerce ; but, for the present, it is a trade by
the Indus and not on the Indus. It is, in fact,
a transit trade to western and central Asia; a
line, however, which ought to supersede that by
Sonmeeanee to Candahar, and by Bownugger to
Pallee and Upper India. If the mercantile com-
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mumty hope for any wmercrsed consumption of
Britsh goods tn Stnde steelf, they will be dis-
appointed, the time may come, but, at pre<ent,
the bulk of the people are muserably poor, and
there arc really no purchasers

13 The Courts of Hyderabad and Khyrpoor,
Low eser, will, no doubt, take a good part of some
of the imestmente, and both these chiefs and
thewrr familice have alrcady sued for a firt sight
of the goods that hmve riwched Sinde  Lins
might appear objectionable tn another country
and under other cirdimetances, but the treaty
will protect all traders, and they need not fiar
mpontion or orprm-mn A fuw of the Belooches
chiefs hne alw expreesed ther rexdines to
purchaee, and the good work s 1n a state of
progresaon

1+ To the exports, by way of the Indus, it s |
unnecesary to allude, as they hnve been full
rpohen of, and we have now no aldittonal part
culars of a practical nature to commumicate As
the price of wages 14, in most 1f not tn all eountries,
regulated by the price of grrarn, the effect of open
ing the nver Induy on Bombay anl W estern In
dia, onght to be mos<t smportant  ‘The immen<e
advantages which the great body of the popula.
tion will denve, 1 leave other to estimate, lut
1 may aflirm that the I uropean community ouzht,
Uy st, to be atle to Yong doun thrie expense
nearly to the standanl of the Bengal previdency

Avrx Borvrn
S8, 128 Deeemier 1A
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No. III.

ON THE COMMERCE OF SHIKARPOOR AND UPPER
SINDE, ’

Br Sir Arexano®r Burwes.

Shikarpoor is a town of first importance to the
Indus trade, and, it may be said, to that of Asia.
This does not arise from any superiority in its
home manufactures, but from extensive money
. transactions, which establish a commercial con-
nexion between it and many remote marts. Shik-
arpoor stands near the northern frontier of the
Sinde territories, 28 miles directly west of the
Indus, and about the same distance from the
fort of Bukkur. Towards the North, the Sinde
boundary extends to Rozan, on the road to Can-
dahar and Kelat, by the well-known pass of Bolan,
so that the merchant always speaks of Shikarpoor
and Dera Ghazee Khan as the gates of Khorasan,
by which name they here distinguish the king-
dom of Cabeol. In every direction, commercial
roads conduct the trader to Shikarpoor, but the
communication is entirely carried on by land,
though there is but one sentiment among the
merchants of the town, great and small, that their
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profits and interests might be vaetly promoted by
water communicttion

2 Shilarpoor 11 not a town of any antiquits,
though there has always been a place of nate
in ats neghbourhood  Alort, Shukhur Bubker,
Roree, all follow each other, and the pre<ent tonn
h1s puceceded Lukhee, a place 8 miles south of
o, which was held by the ance<tors of the present
chief of Bhaw ulpoor, v ho were expelied by \ader
Shab. It nz\pcars to hise been bndt A D 1617
The slope of the country f11 ors ity casy wrigation,
and the Lmperors of Phe have caused extensise
canils to be ent fram the Indus  Shikarpoor i
supphed wath abundance of food, and cheaper than
any part of Siade  "Lhe olecure term of < now
Lahhe Smde”™ 1 am anformed, har nhrence to
thes part of the country, that beng the amount
of revenue, above Sande proper, demved from the
provanee ealind Moghnllee © Natives of Slukar-
poor whoe htve scen Britssh India, penerally de-
scnbe ot ac ewpable of being made ¥ a second
Bengal ™ Nadie Shak veated Shikarpoor sn s
ronquedt, bue ity vicity to countnes s much
dicturbed, provented sts becoming & commertaa
mart, Gl the “uddozye princes fixed thesr autho-
nty w i, and aty pro<penty may be dated from
the year 195G, m the reign of Timour Shak, who
firnt estabhichind Hindoos tn the town, after he had
eonfirred the government of Swode on the fiouly
of the present Ameere Shibarpoor se the oaly
place in Sinde achers thit trbe have estallishal
a paramount {nflucace, of swhich the A dere ave
& yet had the good serse not to -
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:Il;gligilt ?Iéka:p(lor Igzis been subject to Sinde for
t 0 years. The revenues and expenses
incurred in defending it, are divided between the
Hyderabad and Xhyrpoor chiefs, the latter hay-
mg three shares, and the former four.

3. The population of the town exceeds 35,000
sogxls, but it is to be remembered that there are
Hindoos from it scattered all over Asia, who
leave their families here, and return in afte’r-life ;
the inhabitants consist of Hindoos of the Buniya’
thana, and Bhattea tribgs, but Baba Nanuck
Seiks compose more than half the number. About
one-tenth of the population is Mahomedan, most
of whom are Afghans, who receive grants of land
or ‘ puttas” as they are called, from the name of
the deed, and settled around Shikarpoor in the
time of the Dooranees. The town, though sur-
rounded by gardens and trees, is quite open, for
a mud wall, which has been allowed to decay, can
scarcely be called a defence. 'There are, howerver,
eight gates. The bazar is extensive, having 884
different shops. It is covered with mats as a
shade from the sun, but has no elegance or beauty.
The houses are built of sun-dried bricks, lofty and
comfortable, but destitute of elegance. The cli-
mate is considered very hot and oppressive in the
summer, and there are so many stagnant pools
around the walls, that it is remarkable the people
do not find the place insalubrious, but it is not
gaid to be s0. 'The thermometer had a range
of 23 degrees in the middle of April, falling to
59°, and rising to 82°; but we were informed that
the season was favourable, and across the Indus
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at Khyrpoor the thermometer had already stood
at 96° Water is found at 12 or 15 fect from
the surface, but the river hae, for three or four
?r:r! past, flonded large tracte of the neighbour-
hood ~ T'he Jand revenuces around, excluaye of
expenses in collection, Ke. now average two lace
amd a half of rupees per annum, and the dutice of
the town and cudome are farmed for GLOOO
rupecs, the currency being only inferior by £ per
cent. to the companys rupee  This does not,
however, include the swhole of the dictricts wiich
were held by the Afghans, Noushera being under
Ladkhany, and eeveral rich jazheers bestowed on
religious perons.  The inundation having lately
inclined towards Shikarpoor, hiae alo increas!
its preeent revenues, probably to half a lac of
rupees, but the addition eannot be considersd per-
manent.

4 It will only be neceseary to name the towns,
at which the Shikarpoor merchants have agente,
to judge of the unlimited influence w hich they can
commind  Beginuing from the west, every place
of note from Astracan to Caleutta seems to biuve
n Shilarpooree ; thut they are found at Muscat,
Bundir Ablas, Kerman, Yernl, Mehid, Astra.
en, Rokhara, Samarcand, Kelan, Yarkund
Koondoor, Khooloon, UHerat Subswar, Canla.
har, Ghurni, Cahool, Pehanr, Dery Gharee
Khan, Dera Ismael Rban, Bakkur, Leis, Moolt.
avooch, Bhawalpoor, Umtitser, Jeypoor, Dee-
eareer Jaysulmeer, Paler, Mandaves, Bomlay,
Hydembad (Deean) Hydembad (Minde) Cura
chee, Kelat, Mirnapoor, and Caleutta The Har
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doos of Astracan, I am informed, have lately been
converted to Islam, and within these two years,
those of Bolkhara have been molested, for the first
time, on account of their creed. In all these
places, however, a bill may be negociated, and
with most of them, there is a direct trade either
from Shikarpoor or one of its subordinate agencies.
The business seems, however, to be more of a
banking nature than a commerce in goods, but
still there is not any great quantity of ready
money at Shikarpoor, for there is no mint at
which gold or bullion may%e coined, and conse-
quently a loss ensues upon its import.

5. The direct trade of the town of Shikarpoor
itself is not extensive, its port is Curachee, from

which it receives annually,

British goods to the value of................Rs. 30,000
Sugar,..ccoevcieeiint crieneenninnenieneee. 80,000
Spices, groceries, metals,..........cconene.l. 100,000

Total Rupees, 210,000

Some of the articles reach Shikarpoor by way
of Palee, in Marwar, Particularly sugar a.nd
spices, but British cloth 1s not sent, for the line
of route, from this great emporium, leads higher
up the Indus to Bhawulpoor and Mooltan. The
duties on this road are as fol}ov‘vs,—-on' articles of
bulk 6 Rs. per camel on quitting Shikarpoor, 4
Rs. on the river, 8 Rs. in 1.:he Khyrpoor territory,
6 Rs. in Jaysulmeer, making a total of 24, which
is doubled, if other than groceries (Kiranu.) At
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Palee steelf, poods pay ad valorem from 2 to & per
eent  The road from the 2ca coast 1s quite eafe,
1t pasees among the hills to Schwun, and afur
that rcaches the plamn of Chandka, five or mix
caravans pasy y exrly, but 8 or 10 camels even go
safely L he expenses of the road nre as follows

Landing st Curichee 5 Rs percent
And st Starting 3 , ditto
Fxpenses to Shewun 2}, per camel loal
At Shewun, duty 2y, dito
At Ladkhana 71, ditto
At Marce n ditty

At Shikarpoor 24, dite

Total 58} s

exclumye of the duties st Curnchee  “Fhuxdone
not include the hure of the cxmels, whieh 1s H or
9 rupees per head, if Jnden wath eloth, and 6 or
T with metalor sugar "Lhe duty Abose piven g4
only levialle on geode, that on sugar and artides
taken 1n bulk 1 much Iees, and at Shewnn tut 11,
tnstead of 2F rupees, and at Slukarpoor tut 10
rupees snstend of 24 It i very diflicult Lo pve
an accarate hat of thee dutics, i at Shewan

thongh the Tevy ought to be 32 ppers, 8¢ eem

younded frr at 24 rupees, Ty what Jo called a
* mootta” purwaun, which on lan? jo muwch the
rame hind of duty e 1ol by the nee Grent

merchanty only have this advant *

wall not trade b at 1s promeeed
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ng at Shikarpoor, likewise, the levy depends
nuch upon the value of the articles, which are
axed by weight, though a camel load of chintz
nay be passed through the custom-house at rupees
&4, each piece of kincob will be taxed perhaps
from 1 to 2 rupees. These duties are, therefore,
considered oppressive and vexatious, as the bales
are opened and examined. Further, if it is in-
tended to send on goods, a second tax of eight
rupees on cloth, and five rupees on spices, &c.
is exacted on quitting Shikarpoor for the West.
The effect of this has been f% throw open the road
from Candahar, by Xelat, to the sea coast at Son-
meeanee from which much of Afghanistan is now
supplied, and of which we shall have.occasion
hereafter to speak. The frade from Bombay to
Shikarpoor, however, often yields a profit of 20
per cent.

6. From the north, Shikarpoor at present re-
ceives the cloth of Multan and Bhawulpoor to
an extent of rupees 10,000, but these are for
home consumption, and its peculiar trade is with
Khorasan, by way of Candahar and Kelat; with
the former it communicates, through Bag and
Dadur, by the celebrated defile of Bolan, which
is passable at all seasons; goods are carried on
camels and ponies, and there are three or four
caravans annually. ‘The articles consist of mad-
der and other dyes, such as koomba, saffron,
cochineal ; also silk thread, torquoises, dried
fruits, horses, &c. &c., which are valued at from
one and a half to two lacs of rupees a year
Some of the silk thread brought-to Shikarpoor 15
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of a very supenor description, where 1t 19 used 1
embroudery It comes from Toorhistan, and 13
called % Kolanee,” and seldom sent lower down
the mer  Beades it, there 18 the © Toonee” silh
from Kacen, the ¢ Duryaec” from Khaf, and the
# ( Inlla™ from Hlerat, which are used at Shihar-
poor andl also sent on to Indw  The mulberry
tree thrises an upper Sinde, and yields a superior
frmst, but there are no mlhworms, though the
climate would probabily agree wath them  The
trade 1n ¥ cerozees or torquoises 1s considerable.
As s well known, th® beautiful stone 1s brought
from Nichapoor sn Persa. 1t 18 imported here
1 1ts rough state "1 here are about a dozen ghops
where lhei are prepared, after w hich they are sent
on to Indin. Some Ieerozees reach Hindustan
Ly way of Cabool, but the greater number are sent
b‘y Shiharpoor, where the smport 1< 20 extensive,
that oll clasces, rich and poor, have ear nngs
anl orpamunts mde from them, good or bad,
of rourse, accorling to their circumstances
‘Iine trade 1 valued alono at rupees 50,000 per
annum  'Lhe teade 1n horses has dechined, and
:‘"‘ supply vanes  From five to excht hundred
e o =T L.
o e .o

el e ¢

Ve anose which are bronght to Shiharpoor
are tent to

all parts of Sinde, to Khyrpoor and
Hyderabad, and rometimes to ]"m\"’l;][[:::l', for
there 13 no fterdy demand, and no permanent
mart. These hofres are too well hnown to re.
qure ay particular dv«cﬂpuou,——lhey are m
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general andersized and pull necked. In return
Cor these articles, Shikarpoor supplies these places
with native cloths, made in the manufacturing
districts of Rancepoor Gumbat, and Korrd, near
Khyrpoor, also at Ladkhana. The home mant-
factures of Shikarpoor itgelf do mot amount 10
more than 50,000 rupecs, of course White and red
cloth, and thisis consumed in the ©WD-* English
oods, however are sometimes purchased by the
Afghan merchants, in exchange for their pro-
Juctions, if the market js well stocked—as they
may have them cheap, and¥he saved 2 journey to
Bombay,—but the duties prevent their taking any
great quantity, S0 that they bave indigo of Khyr-
poor and Oobaro, and prepare hides from Lad-
‘jchana and the valley of the Tndus, which WOws
in all probability, be sent down if the road Were
open. The profits of the trade from Candahar
are rated at 40 PEY cent, and to it ab
that sum. Lhe former Was much greater
gl the Candahar Sirdars taxed

ducats and gold sent to India 28 xperchand}ze, a

ely in money alone through-
Yo not so unjust 3 ot first sight 13

as Tesources that bhave not as
ad which aré even open to
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kus boen lotely sent &0 Pallce in its raw state
where it~ preparation is understood, and fron
which it is said to be exported at the same price
as other opinm ; linseed has now been sown at
Shikarpoor and thrives, so that it is possible here-
after to export it direct. It was formerly re-
cerved from Marwar and Kelat. I have been in-
formed that the Shikarpoor opium has not the
sutnre strength s that of Malwa, and the difference
is said to arise from that of Sinde being irrigated,
which is not the case with the poppy in Malwa(?)
Last year, 100 maunds of opium were produced
at Shikarpoor, the best near the village of Marce.
A jureeh of gronnd, which is 22,500 square feet,
about half an acre, yields on an average five scers
of opium, the heads being tapped three successive
times, In its wet state, its value is about five
rupees per seer, but it has much impurity from
the scraping of the poppy, &c. in its dry state its

alue is eight and a half rupee, and sometimes

It is reaped in April and May, after a

double.
If it is thought advisable

our months Jabour.
to encourage this trade, it will furnish a very

valuable return.

9. The indigo of the Shikarpoor district is not
prized as much as that of Khyrpoor and Oobaro,
east of the Indus, nor is the cultivation so exten-
sive. A better description of indigo than either
is found higher up the river, and.will form sub-
ject for future notice, but at present, this dye is
exported from Sinde to the Persian Gulf by
Curachee, to the extent of 1,500 maunds a year;
swhich, as it now sells, is about the value of a lac
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of supecs Tt vames wn priee frot {ny wrr'y
rupees according to thert e el trorver, i~ 2t £y
a3 with cotuon, the crop deperds 3 10 207 s
tng at [ty seven Re ({4l e bost kit Apreaz
Lns yearademand f ratbeyorde 7> oyt
that w1 productis e, has 2reed, andy vy e
toads of 3t fave beon broughe by la Ao he
poor 18 the Daoo Ipootrz eons 17, PR
Jaysulmeer, to Palee  $heand 56 fos v ez
ot mal tht of Bengal, ar as k1 edied, & et
Yuthung” (1 nglebignds o, Yanr7 ¢ o roeee
mpurity, but 1t 1 only abn it half F prew, 4.0
ts eud to have vame alvantegor 13 57 o700y
colur of 2 more fixed Jard  $ar ez pis? 1
Candabr Tut Whoravan denves s ¢ ud » 0%y
fratm \looltan, wlere st 3¢ bty Jf ,:/
for Aribia anl Peria may yery rn;l] e lreay

oft by the Tndus ata et g0, with 2 W21 4
bbb gatiotwt €8 o0 i

M
Srade ¢

merely ane Anot o} the Lomits ¥ e Y, Iad g
not produced sn al] sesly where gh.00 t s o
In the ditnct of Boerd, dbi st 37 groe o6 5 2t
abundoce ar Lto thr extret ¢f 8,545 oy 20483
maurds, and ean bo prol t3Hly ez pied 4 g
war, Palee and Lowrer & 0 fi’w r bage Ly
o tupees fwr paund. L fegrte’s g1 3
vext Meltan hoomrta er # ¥t sy 5 ¢* p* -~
‘:r:g“t’ aplart that gaths 4 put 36 a5y
o Vitapach Wb ko2 y PEY /R
b M:}‘;“”rnf the ol b 0 tn tyy ot

COher s tbat oy arv oany pah gur o
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has been lately sent to Pallee in its raw state,
where its preparation is understood, and from
which it is said to be exported at the same price
as other opium; linseed has now been sown at
Shilkarpoor and thrives, so that it is possible here-
after to export it direct. It was formerly re-
ceived from Marwar and Kelat. I have been in-
formed that the Shikarpoor opium has not the
same strength as that of Malwa, and the difference
is said to arise from that of Sinde being irrigated,
which is not the case with the poppy in Malwa(?)
Last year, 100 maunds of Spium were produced
at Shikarpoor, the best near the village of Maree.
A jureeb of ground, which is 22,500 square feet,
about half an acre, yields on an average five seers
of opium, the heads being tapped three successive
times. In its wet state, its value is about five
rupees per seer, but it has much impurity from
the scraping of the poppy, &c. in its dry state its
value is eight and a half rupee, and sometimes
double. It is reaped in April and May, after a
four months labour. If it is thought advisable
to encourage this trade, it will furnish a very
valunable return.

9. The indigo of the Shikarpoor district is not
prized as much as that of Khyrpoor and Oobaro,
cast of the Indus, nor i3 the cultivation so exten-
sive. A better description of indigo than either
is found higher up the river, and.will form sub-
ject for future notice, but at present, this dye is
exported from Sinde to the Persian Gulf by
Curachee, to the extent of 1,500 maunds a year;
which, as it now sells, is about the value of a lac
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of rupres Tt vanies m price from forty to sixty
rupees according to the 11 ¢ of the rver, on whieh,
a9 with cot*on, the crop depcnds 1t 12 nov gl
mg at fifty seven Ry of the best hind jer maund
This year v demand for st ey ond the erop, though
that was products ¢, has ariecn, and minety exmel
toads of 1t hise becn brou ht by 1ind from hhan
poor 1n the 1oodpootra country, and sent, by
Tryeulmeer, to Palee 1 he indigo of “inde can
not rival that of Bengl or 2<atasealled ¢ Necl
Yurhung”™ (1 nghishgndigo), hving much more
mmpunty, but 1t 13 only atout half the prieq, aud
13 fud to have fome 1 lvintages m mmpurting
colour of 4 more fised hind It 10 exported to
Candahar, but hhorean derives ats clief supply
from Mooltan, where 1t 1s better  Lhe supply
for Arib and Persis may sery c1uly be drwn
oft 1y the Indus, at 4 great profit, with 4 toll so
B, it o that which has been ampoced

10 Beoades indigo therc ss an artiele i Upper
Sindc ealled “ Sahur,” ueed 18 1 red dye 1t s
merdy the hnot of the trminsk shrub, Tat st s
not produced an all sols w here that plint grows
Int the distnct of Boordgah st 1s procured in great
abundanee, 1nd to the extent of 1,500 or £ 000
maunde, and c1n be profitably exported to Mar-
war, Palee, nod 1 ower Sinde It sl here for
two rupces permaund - The arficle 1s pre curlle
ner Mooltan  hoombt or % Kussoomba,™ which
1 =afllower, a g lant that yields 2 neh dye 1<alo
reared, Fut o much better hind 1= imported from
Cabool, & seer of the one being squal to tno of
the other, ro that they an often mixed anl adnl ¢

“
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terated. Thi~ dye ix spoken of as the second
saffron,

11 Ilut Upper Sinde is much favonred by the
inundation of the river: for the last four years
the Indu~ has saturated the country around Shi-
karpoor, by throwing oft its superfluous waters
from Boordgah to Ludkhana.  Thix district was
<afled * Wahnee” from having no water, but it
iv now ¢ail to yield nearly o lae of rupees annu-
ully to Government, It extends seventy or eighty
miles from Ghouspoor to I gdkhana, and varies
in breadth, from five to rix miles: without this
natural secattering of the water, it would not he
an arduous tack to keep the Sinde canal open for
tiv monthg, at present, the town is to he ap-
proacked hy it for four monthe by the largest
boats, At Shikarpoor, in April 1837, wheat was
selling at fifteen rupeces per khurwar, while at
Hyderabad it cannot he bought at less than
twenty-four, and at the mouth of the Indus it
yields forty-five.  This is not speculation, for
it has been tried, and as the toll is leviable on
bulk, all other grain may be exported from one
part of the Indus to another, at a very great pro-
fit. At Shikarpoor, for instance, Juwaree seclls
for ton and twelve rupees per khurwar, and at the
mouth of the Indus, for twenty-five and thirty,
and in Bhawul Kban's country, rice does not bear
a higher value than a rupee per maund, though
it is of the first quality, while it sells at Shikar-
poor for two and a half; but in the Delta again,
this grain is very cheap, so that while it may be
sent from onc scction of the river to another, it
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terated. This dye is spoken of as the second
saffron.

11. But Upper Sinde is much favoured by the
inundation of the river: for the last four years
the Indus has saturated the country around Shi-
karpoor, by throwing off its superfluous waters
from Boordgah to Ladkhana. "Ihis district was
called * Wahnee,” from having no water, but it
is now said to yield nearly a lac of rupees anuu-
ally to Government. It extends seventy or eighty
miles from Ghouspoor to Igdkhana, and varies
in breadth, from five to six miles: without this
natural scattering of the water, it would not be
an arduous task to keep the Sinde canal open for
six months, at present, the town.is to be ap-
proached by it for four months by the largest
boats. At Shikarpoor, in April 1837, wheat was
selling at fiftéen rupees per khurwar, while at
Hyderabad it cannot be bought at less than
twenty-four, and at the mouth of the Indus it
yields forty-five. This is not speculation, for
it has been tried, and as the toll is leviable on
bulk, all other grain may be exported from one
part of the Indus to another, at a very great pro-
fit. At Shikarpoor, for instance, Juwaree sells
for ten and twelve rupees per khurwar, and at the
mouth of the Indus, for twenty-five and thirty,
and in Bhawul Xban’s country, rice does not bear
a higher value than a rupee per maund, though
it is of the first quality, while it sells at Shikar-
poor for two and a half; but in the Delta again,
this grain is very cheap, so that while it may be
sent from one section of the river to another, it
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would not, perhaps, prove a profitable export for
the voyage ‘This would not, howerer, be the
case with ghee, which, m the Qobaro, sells for
erzht rupees per maund, and at Shikarpoor for
wxteen rupees, but though cheaper n the Delty,
the export to a foreign country might be yet
mde with great adsantage, 1n fact the profit of
«ome articles would be double, and even treble
thur value  The ol of the e rmum would
yield a profit of 25 per cent It <ells outude
Slukarpoor for 37 rupees per maund, and m the
Dilta for export, a® exght and mine rupees, and
the maund of Vahhur, s four fifths that of Shn
harpoor ~ Sugar, ¥1lt, spices, and grocerzes, mav
all at pre ent be brought up and down the river
with adsantage, and 2 mixed cargo and gram
will alike yield profit

12 The wood of Sinde 18 not considered of a
pood quahty, except in Boordgah, a district north
of Siuharpoor, (where the sakur dye before de-
venbed 13 found) and whence it has not yet been
exported T <tate on pretty good authonty, that
0t camel loads of a supenor article may be pro
cured 1n the alls, but the tribe of Boordees are
s.reat robbers, and precaution s neceesary 1n deal-
wz nuththem Ao~ 10 3 e
arpoor al-o
Cachee, v e~
1 mught tho be procured as well as at Deejeehot
and the cauntry eat of hhyrpoor to an extent,
as T am wfyrmed, of about o third of the Jay-
«tmeve and Boecaner yield very supersor wool,
anlthey are but 150 miles from the Indus, but,
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as doombas or fat-tailed sheep yield the best wool,
Kelat isphrays spoken of as the great mart for this
article. T'he Brahooees, orpeople of that country,
are beginning to appreciate the value of wool.
. Two years ago some of them took a small quan-
tity to Bombay, which had been bought at three
ropees per maund, and which realized twenty.
The effect of this was the despatch of one hun-
dred camel Jouds Tast year, with as much profit
to the exporter as before, only that the Xhan has
now imposed a duty of two rupees on each load.
In Sinde, there are few or n#woollen fabrics, ex-
cept coarse bags, carpets, and shalkees. It sells at
twelve and fifteen secer per rupee.  In Kelat it-
self pelisses only are made from wool.  Besides
Welat, the wool countries in this neighbourhood
are Shawl, Mustoong, Nulwad, and Kejmekran.
That of the two last may, no doubt, be best ex-
ported from the sea-ports of Guadur and Son-
meanee, but the ontlets of the other will. in course
of time, be the Indus. Cabool and Toorkistan
are, however, wool countries, and as there is such
a demand for this article, I have no doubt it might
be sent from Attock to Bombay with profit, even
though it has been, in the first instance, brought
from beyond Hindoo Khoosh. Besides woal,
horse-hair might be imported with advantage
from Sinde and Cabool, small quantities of it are
now taken by horse dealers.

18. In Upper Sinde the places next in import-
ance to Shikarpoor, are Xhyrpoor, Ladkhana, and
the manufacturing towns of Gumbat, Raneepoor,
and Koora. Licutenant Leech has given, in the
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large 1t 1« rechoned 2t three, and taxed accord~
ingly  Mooltan chintzes pay one rupec per score,
and 1f passedd on to wother place tn the cour<e of
a month, nothing additional 13 exacted , 1f after
that time, the tax 1s repeated At this preent
time I nglish goods are from 10 to 12 per cent.
dearer at Khvrpoor thin Hyderabad.  "Lhe taxes
of hhyrpoor are highter than in any other part
of Sinde  Thery are two villages near Khyrpoor,
Tand1r Mustee and T oohman, where no duties
are exacted unle s the poods are <old, and only a
wary light tranat of tfl annas per camel.  Trom
hby rpoor to Subzuleote, the northern frontier of
Sinile, €15t of the Indus, a tranait (rahdaree) duty
of tuenty rupees per camel 15 Jevied  On the
west of the nyer, from Shikarpoor to the Seih
frontier, there has been lately no open road, on
account of the lawless habits of the tnibes, but as
there 1« now little to be fuared on this account,
the trict which i< a good one, will come mto
we, portientarly s a ghort et between Shihar
peor 1nd Methuncote

15 "Lhe trnats and duties Ieviable on the
routes east and w et of the Indus, to the frontiers
af Sinde, have been staited T mught here note
the amount of tol} and duty which was levied on
e mar previousto the treaty, but the statement
would b Jong, comphicated, and not much to be
depended on, from the many chiefs who shared
iat, and the sarsed mode of cxaction, 1n <ome
"ae»s a toll, 1n othore aduty ad valorom, accord
12t the will of the ruler, but 1 all mstances,
after aneh delaye that trade had entirely dieap-

.
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peared. 'The last instance, and a very illustrative
one it is, which I can hear of any commercial
speculation being carried on before the British
turned their attention to the improvement of this
commerce, was that of two Hindoos, who, about
twelve years ago, bronght down grain to Shikar.
poor, in a season of scarcity. From Methun to
that town they paid about 280 rupees of duty on
each boat of grain, for a section of the river where
a toll of rupees sixty is now leviable, and from
Methun to * but rupees 240! The com-
mercial results of the ddlvnward navigation of
the Indus, as far as they have yet been tried,
have proved very satisfactory, so much so indeed,
that for a time it will probably turn out a more
profitable speculation to send down bulky goods,
as sugar, &c. which can be procured higher up,
though they have previouslymadea long journey,
than navigate without steam from the sea. The
sugar from Lodiana, brought, I believe, from Mu-
cumpoor, yielded at Shikarpoor twenty-four ru-
pees per maund, though its original cost had been
but five rupees. ‘Lhis would, however, be greatly
diminished if the trade from Bombay is persever-
ed in, but, in any case, the means of supplying
Khorasan with this great necessary of life, is much
facilitated by this route. i

16. The great advantages to be derived from
the downward navigation, as now exhibited, lead
me to note some practical facts concerning that
subject at the period when, as it has been estab-

* Tlegible.
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lished beyond doubt ty Lieutentnt W ood 8 print-
od reporty, the Indus falls to ats Jow cst, the months
of I ebruary nd March ‘Ihis happens to T the
eerson at which the mee and juwaree crop of
Upper Sinde s« brought dowa to Hyderabad, and
ascending the rver during these months, we met
about 250vewels  They were very duepIy Iden

tome within 5 fow inches of the water, and drw

ing from threc to five feet water, and one, which
1 1entcnrnt Wood mereured, had the Jarge drft
of five fiet mxanches I heir mode of procedure
was anything but nh?nctor). since thes made
maqy halte, wdyvanced but esght or ten milesa-day,
and always had a prlot boat & head to direct their
course and prevent accudents, for it was evident
that »f such heasaly Jaden ves els miseed the chan

nel, and took 1 bank, 1t would be most difficult
to drag them back I pointed out these circum

#ances to rome Shikarpoor merchants, 2t a dis-
alvantizeous chareter of the rver, 1t all events,
1 Iebruary and March, sinee xo muck delsy
woulf invoh e low of interest and ’m)ﬂu maboit
having a cargo of merchandize  They, howover,
mformed me that grun boats were afway« over
loa led, that they had a gretter olject 1 petingy
afly thaw speedih to Hyderatad, anl that they
carnied as much 1 they could mne their hewy
carpoes #ved other boit lupg, and the gram
and the boats gonerally belmred to government

Nupangdaes, s Shiharpoor Dalal, Lowever gro

dueed ane practicil yroof of thie weertin £ rhe
accomy wnied the T odinnt iy estment from “lukar
poor in the bequnmn g of March *Hiyder
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abad in six days from Shikarpoor, without acci-
dent. 'The vessel, however, was * Zohruk™ or
sp romntry boat, with a tonnage of 60 Xhirwars,
and having mived cargo, n wrht have carried ten
Jews than her burthen.  She descended without
pilot or gaide, first to ITyderabad and then to the
=en the Jatter part of the voyage being a little
more protrrted, bt only on account of the

southerly winds.
(Signed) A. Durxrs,
On n Commerceial Mission to Cabool.
§

Phieelpoer, May B, 1635,
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€X T7I TTATT OV CATTL, BY Ma CHAL MASSON

Ka*t, the caprtal e'v of an extezanve hing
dom, e po* ozly the &z*re of a large mturmal
tra'le, bat en omeg emtizent advantanes of localy
tr, o~2kt to pores the whole of the curing
trzle betwera Irdia ard Turlutan W\ trade
Lot ever ex: ted between India and Af hanutan,
the latter dunving fron the former a vandy of
commodites, foresen to the produc of its own
toi], chimate, and manufactures, while she his
Little to 7eturn beyond fruits of matine growth
Afzhanistan 1s depandent upon India O5r articles
irdispensable for the comventence of her anhaty
tante, and the carm snzon of her fun manufictune,
as fine calicoes, indiga, spices, deues, K¢ O ate
years, the introduction of Bntid manuficturad
poods as fine cahieoes, mushing, clhntzes, shanls,
Ac, Fax produced 1 new nrvn thus trade, super
teding 1 a preyt meorsure the anf nor importy
tins as to quality from Indiy, and the morc ex
pensie fal nes from hashmir ‘L he consumpten
of thee mannfictures at Kalul, atthoug )l extens
mveand increanny, wall, from eances, e a himat,

* THs greteman bas teen bong
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tan. Perhaps no spot could have been selected
for a mart on the Indus, offering equal advantace
with Mithankot, being at once the key to the
rivers of the Punjab, and the point nearly” at
which the merchandize of India is at the present
day transmitted to Afghanistan by the medium
of the Lohani merchants. It was no trivial point
gained, that by the selection, a great portion of
the extended trade will be confined to them, as
the limited trade is now. Independently of the
wisdom of causing no unpecessary innovation in
the established usages and practices of a people,
the commercial Lohani tribes may be expected to
lend every assistance to measures which decrease
their labours and lengthened journeys, and in-
crease, consequently, their gains. "They have
long engrossed the trade between Kabul and
Multan, and the monopoly was and is due to
their integrity, valour, and industry. No other
men could travel even in kuffilas from Kabul to
Darband. The Lohanis pass vi ef armis, and as
they pay no duties on the road, and the camels
(the beasts of burthen employed) are their own
property, no other traders can afford to bring or
carry merchandize at so cheap a rate, and they
have, therefore, no competitors in the markets
they frequent able to undersell them. Moreover,
at Kabul and Ghazni, on account of being Af-
ghans, and in conformity to ancient right or in-
dulgence, they pay duties on a lower scale t}xan
other individuals. But the Lohanis, a patient
and persevering class of men, accus.tomed' to a re-
gular routine of trade, are, from their habits, little
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hkely to embirk sn ans vew speculrtions, unles
encouraged and mmvated to doso ‘Lhar cantion
and perhaps apathy, cuee them to form tharan
vestments of such goods 13 they now wall sell,
and by no mons of such a5 my s, <coming to
profir a curtun but small profit, to 2 Jarger but
doubtful one ‘I hese roreons, 1 apprehond, ac
count for the non appearince of Vvery many arts
cles of Btk and Tndian produce and minufac
turis an the Kabul marhet, winle many artides
an frund the re brought from Ru vy via Bokhara,
which might Lo pro®ired better an quahty, and
chicaper an price from Indin

In proportion tn the extent and yarety m th
as<ortment of goods 1t Mithankat will, of course,
be the fiality of mtrodueing and disposiny of
them At Qandthar, whost enmmeree s very
thart of that of Katul, but whow murehnts ge
nerlly proceed to Bombwy, where there 1sno
want of allurement to purchva from deficieney
tn the alundanee, varnty, and disphyy of pood<
there are an anbmty of articles to e Hund, wlach

prewnt, the demind beny only wercr ed ms
sprees, insdi 2o, musling, fine augar, drugy, &¢ wer
dimmshied an prce by the sdhtonl fiehitis
whih nonld Le govan to commers, Fat of th
latter, # preat vanety of now articles might
Te antroduced —eluntres, fige walicoes my hins
ehauls Ao of Butsd mannfa tuny, have now be
r
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(:mn'c‘fnahionable; and in.vestmentsgf broad cloth.
velvet, paper, eutlery, china-ware. gold and silrer
face, cold thread, buttons, needles, sewize oifts
anl eotton-thread, fron-bars, copper. v brase.
ami g Ticksilver, fron and steel wivw DoFne
ey, with a multitude of varins Tochs irricles
comieive to comfort and convesiomes vould 1o
Tl dhoposed of. It iz snowhr e e o
< ! Erglich manufactend o amr o
e fnad in the bazaar of Kl o5 umans
Loheap, of coarse inferter -wualinr Lo e m.
AT
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Needles resoxported to Kalul

Steel and eopper ware re exported to habul
Leather of Bulgar re exported to Kabul
Paper re exporteid to Kabul

Clunaware rarely to Kabul

Glrenare

Cutlery

Loaf sugar very rardly

Iron 1n bare

Stedd 1n bars

T in platee 0

Copper an plates reexported to Kabul
Brass re exported to habul

Quick«ily tr re exported to Kabul
Cochineal re-exported to Kabul

"Fea re exported to Kabul

Hondgy

Wax, white and yellow

In glancing over this mperfect hist, 1t will be
obvioun that many of the artieles of Ruesian
manufscture most Jargely imported to Kabul, 11
Bokhara, ought to be rupcreded by aimilar ones
from Bomlay  From Orunburg, the pomnt wlenee
trafhe betwern Huernand Bohharis prnaipally
conducted, there are axtyano cmel or hath
marches, and from Bol hara to Kabul tharty.five
el or hafla marches, being a total of nfx-«t'r
reven camel or hafla marches, independint of
halte  Inthe distance travediad duties are hved
at Khiva, Bokhara, Ballh, Murrwe, Khalim,
Hybuk, Quodus, Kahmen!, Sobghan, Biman,
and Kabul  “Lhat thesrpylies * 1. to

hY
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employed sometimes for kabahs, and to cover
saddles, &c. "This year the battalion soldiers were
furnished with caps of velvet, all of Russian fahric.
For kabahs, black velvet is in most request, bhut
red and green are also used.  Satins are employ-
ed sometimes to form articles of dress, most fre-
quently as facings and trimmings.

Sewing threads and silks, I should suppose,
would be as saleable at Kabul as at Bokhara, but
I have never observed any of European manufac-
ture here. They are brought from Bombay to
Hyderabad, and may be seen in the shops there.

Gold and silver lace is brought from Bokhara
to Kabul, of Russian manufacture, in large quan-
tities ; they are also brought from India, both of
Indian and British manufacture. The quantity
brought from Bokhara exceeds that brought from
India.

Steel and copper wire very largely exported
from Russia to Bokhara, is introduced at Xabul.
I'am not aware of the uses or extent of consump-
tion of these articles, but the former, I believe, is
used for musical instruments. Leather, churn of
Bulgar, is brought from Bokhara to Kabul, of
Russian preparation, and in large quantities, being
consumed in theconstruction of military and riding
coats, horse-furniture, and mattarrahs, or flaskets
for holding water, which every horseman con-
siders a necessary part of his equipments. Leather
is also largely prepared at Kabul, and hides are
imported from Bajore, Preshawur, &c. Paper,
of Russian fabric, is brought from Bokhara to-
Kabul in very.large quantities, and is much in
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domand, I i of foolseap mize, and of wtout n-
ferior quahty, and both winte and Llue i colour,
as well as both glazed and angluzed  The biue
glazed paper 19 pruferred, unglazed paper beng
even submitted to the operation of glanoy st
Kabal, Quantities of Buvian prper, both glazed
and unglazed, are annually aaportid from Kabul
to Qambihar, at the latter place 10 ako found
ordinary wlute fooheap, (perhaps brought from
Bombay), but which, from the water marks,
would appear to b".nf Portaguese faubre, the
eame article 1 abo plentiful at Hydorabad, aod
smay perhaps be manubictured at Damans Paper
for the Kabul marhet should be »tout, to atlow
faeility of erasure, and on tis account, and with
reference to the vatare of the mh emploted,
glared paper 1x most prazed, which 1 preparad by
eturating the unglazed fabrie m & compostion
of starch, and subscquemtly polshing 3t No
duty Is pud on paper at Kabul

Chinaw are 1 sumetimes exported from Bokhara
to Kabmi, but generally of ordmary Clunese fibnie,
Itis aleo wn a certasn dimand, whicks ss hhely to
increase, from the growsng halt of tea dnnking,
&e. rticles of Dmted chinasare are occason.
ally acen, but they Bave been brought (prolably
frum Bomhay) rather as peesents than as objects
for sale  In the same manner. o trays and
othed cont epiences are found  Clupav ary, etone
ware, and even the suparior hinds of carthen
ware, wothi po dunbt hnd a eale at Kabal i1
changere on therr trausmuion fro =" nba
Mithankot wonld allow of thesp
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articles should be of a rolid nature, and fitted for
tha uses of the purchasers, ax plates, dishes, basing,
bowlx, tea-pots, toa-cups. jugy, &e. chinaware, as
well o being in quest for use, is employed for
ornament and display., every room in a respectable
honse having its shelves furnished with sets of
hitsins, bowls, &e. &e. and these are generally of
the rourse fubric of Kabul. Chinaware being
searcy, und too high in price.  The earthenware
of Kabul manufacture is very indifferent, although
the country abounds with egcellent materials.

Glassware exported from Russia to Bokhara
1~ not brought to Kabul for sale, nor is any of
British manufacture to be found, although many
articles applicable to ordinary and useful purposes
would probably sell. To IlIyderabad, imports
from Bombay are in a greater oy less degree made,
and glass decanters, with drinking glasses, are
conunon in the shops. During the last five or
»ix years, attempts have been made, generally by
Perstuns, to establish a glass manufactory at
Jabul, but the success has not been complete in
a profitable point of view. The articles fabricat-
ed are bottles, drinking glasses, &e. the glass made
ix slight, and not very clear, but, upon the whole,
of tolerable quality.

Cutlery of Russian manufacture exported to
Bokbara is rarely brought to Xabul, nor has
Fnglish cutlery ever been a subject of trade there.
TIvderabad and also Qandabar derive many ar-
ticles of cutlery from Bombay, as razors, scissors,
clasp knives, &c. which would no doubt as readily
sell at Kabul. "These are manufactured at Kabul
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Iron in bars, largely exported from Russia to
Bokhara, does not find its way to Kabul, nor does
iron of British produce, although exported from
Bombay to Kalat of Bilochistan and Qandahar.
Kabul derives its iron from the mires of Bajore,
and re-exports it to Turkistan, generally in the
form of horse-shoes ; large quantities of which are
annually sent’ over the Hindu Hosh mountains
from Charreekar of Kohistan. Iron is not abun-
dant at Kabul, and high priced, one and a half
seer of unwrought iron selling for the current
rupee, and for the same sum half the quantity
(three charruks) of wrought irons.

Steel of Russian fabric exported to Bokhara is
not introduced at Kabul, which, independently of
her own manufacture, derives supplies of Indian
steel via Peshawr and Multan, and British steel
from Bombay via Qandahar.

Tin plates, or white iron, is largely brought
to Bokhara from Russia, but not re-exported
thence to Xabul. This article is exported from
Bombay to Qandahar, where there are several
dokans or shops of whitesmiths.

Copper in plates and bars, very extensively ex-
ported from Russia to Bokhara, is also largely
exported from the latter place to Kabul, where
there is a constant and important consumption of
it, for the ordinary household utensils of the in-
habitants, for the copper coinage of the govern-
ment, and for other various purposes. Copper
from Bombay is largely introduced into Sindh,
Bilochistan, and more to Qandahar. V\{ hether it
might be profitably hrought to Kabul will be best

5
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determined by the prices obtaiced for 1t thee
New unwmug\lt copper 1» Tetuled for exch® ro-
gres 1l ¢ seer hatul, wronght or fahoned 1t
se=xels eleven rupees habum , brobex copper par
chased by the munt at reven rupees the reer Mot

witl standing the ex tence of copper 1 manv of
the mountains of Afghanistan and Bilochu:tan,
there 19 not a tingle mimne worked 11t them, or

deed 1n any region between the Indus and the
Fuphrates, the Peraan: denving their copper
vl merum frows A Minor, the Uzbebs, and
ertilly the Afehans from Rus i, while Qanda

l;ar and the manm‘x\e prmn:.czs of Sindh and
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hara, of a kind called there “ Khoosh hooee;”
this is rarely brought to -Kabul, but large quan-
tities of ordingry kinds of Black and green tea are
brought there from Bokhara, which seem to be
imported from China via Khokan and Yargand.
A superior kind of tea called « Bankah” is some-
times fo be procured at Kabul, but not as an-ar-
ticle for sale? The consumption of tea will, in
process of time, be very comsiderable at Xabul,
the habit of drinking it being a growing one.
At Qandahar it does not prevail, and tea, I be-
lieve, is seldom or ever carried there for sale. As
a beverage, it is also nearly unknown in Bilo-
chistan and Sindl. It is considered cheap at
Kabul at six rupees the charruk, or one-fourth of
a seer.

Honey and wax exported largely from Russia
to Bokhara are not introduced to Kabul, which
is plentifully supplied with excellent qualities of
these articles from its native hills, as those of
Bungush, Xhonur, and the Sufaid Koh range.

The trade between Russia and Bokhara yields
to the Government of the latter a yearly revenue
of forty thousand tillahs, collected from the Kaf-
filas passing to and fro. As khiraj or duty’is
levied at the rate of two.and a half per cent. ad
valorem, the whole amount of the trade will not
be less than 1,600,000 tillahs, or about 12,500,000
rupees—a large excess to the amount of trade be-
tween Kabul and Bokhara, which would seem to
be about 2,500,000 rupees.

The merchants of Kabul have many of them
commercial transactions “with Russia itself, and
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1l air agents or gomashtahs are re wdent at Oren-
ey and Ast=ahan, wiile therr mtercourse with
Tadis eceme to exast rather from nece wity than
choiee ‘L he season for the trafht of habulin
dinng towards Rusae, for articles of Evropean
fabric, may perhps be discovered in the remote-
neas from 3t of anv cvant mavé o et L
factures
t3 be reack
through countries unknown even by name here,
by a land route from Hyderabad ~ Seas oyages
wre punerally much Wreaded, and a Journey to
Bombay 15 seldom performed by an whabitant of
tbul unlevs as a eonequence of one of the Jast
arl most de-perate acts of his Iife, the pilgnimage
taMecea. 1t may aleo 1 part be aseribed to the
comparative faeility and «afety of the commung.
¢ations Letween habp) and Bohhara, which, ex.
eepting one or two points, are to]embly secure,
while the rulers of he intermediate regions are

e Bad) or duty upon mer

Community, for
oot ;n ebut one vyt
a0d the ronte 4 ¢}
EXCrpL gt g, { 3 et
® I nods of theyy Pasage and retypy,
urtured 1n the wilderne<,
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and inured from infancy to hardship and danger,
will encounter, from custom, the difficulties of the
Gomul route; but the merchant of Kabul shrinks
from them, and the route is likely ever to be mo-
nopolized by the Lohanis, and never to become a
general one for the merchants of Kabul. The in-
tercourse between Kabul and India would be ex-
ceedingly promoted by opening the anciently ex-
isting high road from Kabul to Multan, &c., via
Bungush and Bannu. This route is very con-
siderably shorter, leads chiefly through a level,
fertile, and populous countfy, is practicable at all
seasons of the year, and no doubt could be ren-
dered safe, were the govermments on the Indus
and of Kabul to co-operate.

The traders of Russia appear very accurately
to study the wants and convenience of the people
with whom they. traffic, and to adapt their exports
accordingly. The last year, (1834,) a species of
Russian chintz was brought as an experiment from
Bokhara to Kabul. It was of an extraordinary
breadth, and of a novel pattern, and was sold for
three rupees the yard: in like manner was brought
Nankah, or linen stamped with chintz patterns,
and the readiness with which these articles were
disposed of, will probably induce larger exports.
The last article is one calgulated to supplant the
present large importations of British chintzes or
stamped calicos. The advantage of superior ma-
chinery enabled the skilful and enterprising arti-
sans of Great Britain to effect a memorable revo-
lution in the commerce of Asia, and their white
cottons and printed calicos have nealy driven
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No. V.

ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TO THE
TRADE ON THE INDUS,

By Geoncr Apax, Eso, Merchant in London.

From the conclusion of the negotiations under
Colonel Pottinger, which ended in the opening
of the Indus, little was done towards the intro-
duction of British trade on that river, until to-
wards the end of 1835. At this period the Bom-
bay Government despatched Lieutenants Carless
and Wood, of the Indian Navy, to survey the
mouths of the river, and the result was, an accu-
rate chart, together with a report, on the subject,
which established two important facts, viz :—1st,
That the mouths of the Indus were liable to con-
stant changes, and to such a degree, that while
one or more of them was often blocked up by the
inundation of a single season, another and totally
different one was formed by the same means.
2d, That boats drawing more than four feet of
water could not be used with advantage or safety
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complishing the object of his mission, published
some “ Practical Notes on the Trade and Navi-
gation of the Indus,” which furnish a good deal
of valuable information on the subject.

At the same time, a wealthy native merchant of
Bombay was induced to purchase a small steamer,
and despatch her to the Indus, with a consign-
ment of goods. The vessel, which was ill adapt-
ed for the purpose, encountered numerous obsta-
cles on her passage up to Hyderabad, arising from
the rapidity of the current, to overcome which,
her small engine (ten hors® power) was by no
means sufficient. The goods by her, at the same
time, were unsuited to the very limited market of
Sinde ; and the whole speculation turned out a
failure. 1t is not, however, for the small, poor,
and wretchedly governed territory of Sinde that
the navigation of the Indus is desirable, but for
the countries beyond ; so that the result of this
first experiment on the river is of little or no conse-
quence, and, indeed, proves nothing with regard
to the trade with central Asia, for which the
Indus is principally required.

Op the 9th of February 18306, letters were re-
ceived from Lieut. Wood, one of the officers
above mentioned, communicating the result of his
survey of the Indus, from the sea to Hyderabad,
in the following words:—

« 1 have but two days returned from my fifth
examination of the Indus, between Hyderabad
and the sea ; and though many of the difficulties
that beset us in the little steamer have disappear-
ed with a more minute acquaintance with. the
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stream, still the Indue s 2 most foul and perplex
g nver

¢ Mot of the difliculties w e encountered 1n our
firrt oecent, are to be attnibuted to the se<ecl
With a more powerful steamer, able to propel
against the strength of the stream, 1t would have
been diffirent

“ With regard to the Indus 4y eeul requining
nine, or perhaps tuelve feet water, if once over
the entrince, and upon the nser, could reach
Hyderabnd, where the mer s at ats lowest
X verywhere I have®tahen sectional soundings |
wvanibly found in some part of the hine two
and a lmi)f or two fathoms, but though I found
this depth 1 would not «1y that the Indus 1«
nuigalle at all tumes to a vessel whose dmift s
equal to the above, 2191t might Jead to dicappoint
ment.

* \any of the officers who hav e beenin Sinde,
rpeak of the rver as a mile wade, but they could
not have mea<ured 1t, 14 my own eye« and actual
measurement soon told me  This looee way of
estimiting distances has gy en nse to expectatigns
which the reality does not bear out  Hut Dr
Hedlle and T can attest the filelity with which
“ir A Hurnes has delineated the nyver inhiemap
At Tatt e makes 1t 670 varde, I male st 66O,
Tut I think he overrates the quantity of water
discharged , however, tlus of course vanes at
different reacons of the vear™

‘These, and other reporte, which reacl el T o
land reganding the Indus, appear to bave Ind to
a {roject for manmting that river 1y steam

A
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vessels. At all events, a prospectus for a company
with that object in view, was pubhshed in April
1836, and attracted considerable attention, both
in India and England, in the latter of which
countries the manufacturers, and numerous weal-
thy individuals connected with commerce, express-
ed themselves desirous of supporting it. The at-
tention of the Indian government was also at-
tracted by the prospectus, and the greatest desire
was shown by it, and its subordinate officers, to
support and encourage the undertaking.

In a letter upon this sulfect, Sir “Alexander
Burnes states, * I may now assure you, that no
man is more disposed to advance your views re-
garding a commerce on the Indus, than the pre.
sent governor-general; and one cannot but be
delighted with the hearty goodwill that his lord-
shxp has exhibited throughout towards your pro-
ject. I shall only add, that I shall be delighted
at all times, and in all ways, to aid you; and if
the scheme does not succeed, it shall not be for
the want of my putting a willing shoulder to the
wheel.”

« T may be considered a person-who is not dis-
interested ; but I have no hesitation in saying,
that in the end, this affair must succeed. There
are articles even now on the Indus, in which a
trade could be profitably carried on, and is be-
ginning to be so. One great thing is, that the
Government has taken the line under its protec-
tion. Runjeet Sing, it is true, wanted to unsettle
Sinde, but we Would not let him ; and now he
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s promised to aud us 1n our commereinl views
to the utmo-t of his power ™

T he project for navagatin g the Indus has, how
eser, owing to the commercial eriss which has
Intely tihen plice w England, becr suepended
£r the prevent

In the mewnw Tule, the operun,s afforded by the
river for commereial entorprise, 1« hecoming mote
and more tumpting evary day  “Lhe import nce
of eatending our political and commercial rela
tions wath the tnbeg nd etates north of the In
dus, a« far ne Cuibul and Bolhary, geems to be
fully recopniced by the mavernmant of Indiz, and
one of thar fit acte his been to despateh a mis-
«on, under ~ir A Burues, 11 the purpose of en-
tening anto commerart} treties with the rulers
of thy countne<an question “1is affiecr, at the
same time, b had phiced under Ins command
enancer and other officers, for the purpose of
efli eting 2 suentitie vurs ey of the countries he s
to ps throush, and the gosernment ¢f Indn
ke determined upon procuring a parfiet survey
and map of the Indue, thronghout the whole
conrve of 14 mngition

It may Pe s wddl to 1d 1 on thie ocersson, that
one of tf ¢ oljects of “ir A Burne® misaon 18 10
ascertun the practicslility of establicings large
fure, hhe thowe of 1 erpeic and Novogorod, on
the tanke of the Trdus, (ir the purpese of secur-
g to Bntdy ensirgnes n portion of she Jarge
an 1 valunt e commerce «f central Asta, winch 1
row carrind on alm vt excluuvely nith the latter
mart  The poution of Mithurhot, ontl e Indue

A
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mels, trifling, there is reacon to belive that an
almost unlimited supply of wool, sf required, may
be obtained from amongst them, and at a compa-
mtively trifling price, as the atticle, from its
superabundance, is £aid to posse«s little or no value
until gought after by foreign traders

‘The demand for British piece goods appears, on
the other hand, to be hmited only by the means
of payment throughout all the countrics north of
the Indus. Captain Wade, the pohtical agent
at Loodiansh, has recently taken the trouble to
ascertain the price® of the principal articles in
question, sold in the markete of Caubut and Bok.
hara. The following i« an extract of a letter
from him on the subyect *—

“ With the exception of some few articles, T
found that we enjoyed a decided sdvantsge in
the mle of every deswnption of piece gonds at
Bollara over the Rueans; and consequently
at Cavbal N

¢ 1f we could affurd to undereel]l them urder
2] the expencee 22d delayvs of an overlard route,
which will be at lrast haff abndzed Ly the open-
ing of the Indus, the adrantazeans prospeets that
are held out to our trercl arts who wray Fomyme
i1t e ravizatien of that niver, prem to e 1o be
far from clumencal, unless anleed, the serent
et2l lshimest of & Jluesas pert at Masenfah
should Jave placel the eommercal prlznions of
Ruex with Turhetan o0 as irjened (i,
wlich 1 Fave £o rezeny al prraret to e jume

The priers curtert of Datah oale § wanded
brttlspesdemun, topeil cxw thabo bl m

A
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prove that most articles of that description which
are sold in Bokhara and Caubul, including muslins,
calicoes, cambrics, shirtings, broad cloths, flannels,
and silks and satins, bring in the former 90, and
in the latter 40 per cent. more than in the market
of Calcutta. )

Captain Wade also communicates the discovery
of a bed of coal on the banks of one of the prin-
cipal tributaries of the Indus, in the following
extract of a letter, dated the 15th of October

1836 :—

* “You will be glad to hfar that a coal mine
has been discovered on the hills on the banks of
the Sutledge. Reports had reached me of the
existence of the mineral in these hills; and the
fact has since been established beyond a doubt,
by the transmission of several -baskets of coals
thence as a specimen. Of its quality I cannot
speak positively : it appears to contain a good
deal of carbonic matter, emits a disagreeable odour
in burning, and requires a considerable degree of
heat to ignite.”

Hence it appears that scarcely any thing is now
wanting to render the Indus the channel of an
enormous trade: situated more advantageously
than any other stream for becoming the commer-
cial outlet and inlet to the vast and populous ter-
ritories on the north and west of the Himaliaya
mountains, as well as a large tract. south of that
¢hain, all it has required to become available for
that purpose has been the protection and super-
intendence of a good government. These are now
afforded ; and political events clearly point out
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the stream as likely to bhecome at an early d3
the advanced post, if not the bonndary, of linuh
powern Indin. The time, therefore, has surely
armyved, when a moderate outlhy of cipital may
be staked with adyv intage, to ntroduce «term
nwigition upon such an admirable field, and
thus open central Avit more completely to Iin-
tish trade, and enable our mannfacturers and
merchinta to compete throughout that wet trct
of country wath thar nyals the Rusaane

Allthat 1s requurgd for th s purpase at present
14 1 mnale sterm boit of moderite dimensione, to
be employed experimentally, esther ase a tug or
eargo boit, and the first price of such a veecel,
1t appears by a recent e<timate would be about
4,000/ Irom 5,000! to G000/, therdfore wonld
secure the olject 1n view, and evenf devoted
without any prospect of return, does not feem
too much to promote 1 great national object
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ADDITIONAL INTORMATION ON THE SINDE TRIBES
OF SUMRAN AND SAMMAH, DRAWN UP FOR THE
AUTHOR BY HIS FRIEND JAB&ES BIRD, Esq. F.R.G.S.
1636, —Bounay.

s "Two Persian accounts of these tribes are in
my possession, one of which was drawn up for
the Iate Captain M‘Murdo, by Sundass, son of
Dewan Muta Mul, and the other is in Mir
Maasum’s Ilistory of Sinde. Both agree in stat-
ing that the Sumrahs were originally Mahomme-
dans, descended from Aboulahil, the uncle of the
prophet Mahomed ; and that one of the tribe,
who, in the beginning of the eleventh century of
our era, obtained power in Sinde, married into
the family of Sammah, and had a son named
Bhaonagar. The chief who had been thus placed
at the head of the tribe, was named Hallah, the
son of Chotah, a descendant of Omar Sumrah,
first of the family mentioned in their history.
Cotemporary with Chotah was his brother, Deva
Rai, sometimes called Dilu Rai, the ruler of Alore,
who, being guilty of infidelity, caused, it is said,
the destruction of this city. .
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The son born to Hallah Sumrah, by the
daughter of the Sammah fimily, knd for hus de-
rcendants, Dodah, Swghar, Hamf, and others,

- ~qgsgesed the Dan-

or sandy desert,

. mselyes 1mnto the

pergunnghs of Lhurr, Sammawats, Rupak, and
Naurpur

The hastory of the tnbe, and their ongin, 19 1m-
volved i much obecunty , 1nd, except the state-
ment of thesr descent from the farmly of the pro-
phet, thereas nothm.],: eatisfactory regarding them,
to be found 1n any Indian author “Lhey denve
their name, ns befora-mentioned, from the ety of
Saumrh on the Tigns, and appear to have
sprung from the followers of Tamin Ansan, mixed
with the Arab tribes of Tamin and Kureish, who
were introduced into the country as early as A D
712, when Mahommed Kaam, one of the vassals
of Katita, Tieutenant-Governor of Khorasn,
under Hyy bin Y ueaf, annexed the terntory of
“inde to the domunions of Islam  If we may
trust the authonty of Mir Maaeum, Vahomed

Kaem, at thes time, established Daod the son of
‘Iar, anl Nanr, the ron of VWahd O:man, 1n the
povernment of Multan, and Ak 4l Malil, of the
Ih“ 1 am;;n, 1 the fort of Debalpur

bout Hyy 332, A I 943, \faew
Multan, where Abu Didhae ‘i}iqmb:h‘fl!ﬁ':‘::r}
of Vo3l the Syrian, 2nd of the trbe of Kuressh
was then govern it Having rabeequestly v .
of Manwunh, te relate 53¢ g1a ;m_ngz-m“t‘
war Abel Musrr Omar, the v s ""Abdun.,}_.m
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whom many chiefs of the Arabs, descended from
Hamzah, the uncle of the prophet, and Ali his
cousin, were then subject. Lo these ances-
tors we may trace the Saiyds of Sinde, and the
family of the Sumrahs, - a
+ Several years previous to the arrival of Ma-
. hommedans from Saumarah, a governor of. the
country, and subject to the Khalifs of the house
of Ommaiah, built Mansurah. According to the
Arabic geographical dictionary, called Maajmu
al Baldan, and also Masudi, this person i5 named
Manhur, the son of Jamhur. The city, which
is described of great extent, and rich in commer-
cial articles, was situated on a canal of the river
Mihran, or Indus. Its inhabitants were of the
family of Hibar Ibn Alaswad, descended from the
Bani Omar of the tribe of Kureish; and its pro-
bable site was that fixed on by D. Anville and
Captain M‘Murdo, where Nasirpur was founded
at a subsequent period. ' '
- T'he ‘Sumrahs, as already mentioned, became
first known in Indian history during the reign
of Mahmood of Ghizni, and lost their own power
in Sinde about A.D. 1351, when, during the
reign of Firoz Toghlak, an army from Delhi was
led into Sivistan, against the Moghuls of Seistan,
who had invaded Sinde. At this period, the
name of fam Abrah Sammah first appears in
history ; and under:this chief, the Sammahs?of
Kach, a branch of the Rajputs, migrated from
their original country into Kach and' Kattywar.
The Summabs, who succeeded to the power of
the Sumrahs, were originally a pastoral tribe, in-
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labitiag the pluns of Mehran, v est of the Tndus
Thert fuuly ttle of Jam would indicate thew
Terunn descent,, and they were probably the re
marns of that people who formed the kingdom of
the Balhara,, whose capital, m the time of Masuds,
was called Samagarab, or Mangir, which appears
to be the same a3 the fort of Sehwan, for Masudi
#1383t Was mtnated between the mountams and
Saw1 ‘L heSammahs were 1n possession of Sinde
and ats nesehbourhood from A D 1351 to 1528,
when Jam1 ieoz fled to Bahadur Shah of Guyerat ™
‘The tame gentifman has commumcated the
illowing obsery ations onthe Tndus % The Indus
18 deseribed by all the early Arabie geographiers
under the vame of ehran, Windh was meant 1o
o W e ezond e Hindl
or Sinde River wae :‘I-Tf P O,f‘ Sinde, R"‘d
18 desenbed
€2t to sout
#ea, the ntc
days from | .

% ould apear 10 be the same Dlaceas Tatta " -









